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LOVE YOUR CHURCH (9 Marks of a Healthy Church) 

WEEK 6 – A BIBLICAL UNDERSTAING OF EVANGELISM 

What comes to your mind when you hear the word evangelism or witnessing? 

 

 

First, Who Should Evangelize? 

 

Matthew 28:18–20 (ESV) 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 

Acts 8:1 (ESV) … And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church 

in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and 

Samaria, except the apostles. …  

Acts 8:4 (ESV) 4 Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word. 

 

1 Peter 3:15 (ESV) 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being 

prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is 

in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 

 

Any questions or comments?  

 

 

Second, How Should We Evangelize? 

Dever provides us with six biblical guidelines for doing evangelism. 

1. Tell people with honesty that if they repent and believe they will be saved—but it 

will be costly. 
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2. Tell people with urgency that if they repent and believe they will be saved—but they 

must decide now. 

 

 

3. Tell people with joy that if they repent and believe the Good News they will be 

saved. However difficult it may be, it is all worth it! 

 

 

4. Use the Bible. 

 

 

5. Realize that the lives of individual Christians and of the church as a whole are a 

central part of evangelism. 

 

 

6. Remember to pray. 

 

 

 “Prayer is the slender nerve that moves the hand of God” – C.H. Spurgeon 

 

Which guidelines challenged or encouraged you?    What might you add? 

 

 

What Is Evangelism? 

1. It Is Not Imposition. 

 

 

2. It Is Not Personal Testimony. 

 

 

3. It Is Not Social Action or Political Involvement. 

 

 

4. It Is Not Apologetics. 
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What is apologetics?  

 

 

5. It Is Not the Results of Evangelism. 

 

2 Corinthians 2:15–16 (ESV) “15 For we are the aroma of Christ to God among 

those who are being saved and among those who are perishing, 16 to one a fragrance 

from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life.” 

 

How has this clarified or challenged your view of evangelism? 

 

Why Should We Evangelize? 

 

1. A Desire to Be Obedient to the Great Commission. 

 

John 14:15 (ESV) If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 

 

2. A Love for the Lost. 

 

Romans 2:5 (ESV) … storing up wrath for [themselves] on the day of wrath when 

God’s righteous judgment will be revealed. 

 

3. And most importantly A Love for God. 

 

Listen to this quote which Dever provides concerning the importance of A Love for God 

driving us in evangelism. 

“Love for God is the only sufficient motive for evangelism. Self-love will give way to 

self-centeredness; love for the lost will fail those whom we cannot love, and when 

difficulties seem insurmountable. Only a deep love for God will keep us following his 

way, declaring his gospel, when human resources fail. Only our love for God—and, 

more important, his love for us—will keep us from the dangers which beset us. When 

the desire for popularity with men, or for success in human terms, tempts us to water 

down the gospel, to make it palatable, then only if we love God will we stand fast by 

his truth and his ways.” – Dever (pg. 138) 

What are your thoughts on these motivations? 


