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Learning, Striving and Growing to Love God with All You Have 

WEEK 4 - Loving God with all our Resources. 

Learning, striving and growing to love God with all our resources. 

Preparing our hearts. 

If you have ever been invited to a fundraiser you know that you arrive with an expectation that 

you need to be ready to give some of your resources. The point of fundraiser aren’t just 

socialization they are meant to create and opportunity to support. I know that as Justine and I go 

to these events or respond to fundraising letters for missions trips etc., we prepare ourselves in 

how we are going to respond. Maybe we come having talked about how we are already a little 

thin financially and so we need to have a careful response. Maybe we have shared how excited 

we are and determined to be sacrificially generous. In either case our hearts are typically 

predisposed to respond in a certain way. I have made no secret that this week would be invasive. 

What we talk about should stir conviction in our hearts. I will undoubtedly ask you to follow God 

with more of yourself than you currently are. I assume you may have a certain disposition 

toward that. So right now I am going to ask that you talk with God. Open yourself up to 

whatever He wants to say to you this morning. If it is well done my good and faithful servant 

than praise God. If it is Ryan I want you to know the joy that comes with giving more of yourself 

to me, then so be it. Let’s spend the next few minutes asking God to align our hearts with His this 

morning. Let’s ask God to align our thoughts and hearts to His. 

 

What are resources? 

English Oxford Dictionary: 

A stock or supply of money, materials, staff, and other assets that can be drawn on by a 

person or organization in order to function effectively. 

 

Ryan’s Simplified Definition: 

Anything that can be used for a purpose.  

As followers of Christ what is our purpose? Glorify God. (Know, Worship, Share) 

 

What resources do we have? 

 Life 

 Health 

 Time 

 Talents/Gifts 

 Energy 

 Money 

 Opportunities 

 Trials 
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 Positions  Others?

 

Where do our resources come from? 

1 Chronicles 29:11–14 

[11] Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the 

majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, 

and you are exalted as head above all. [12] Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule 

over all. In your hand are power and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to give 

strength to all. [13] And now we thank you, our God, and praise your glorious name. 

[14] “But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able thus to offer willingly? For all 

things come from you, and of your own have we given you. (ESV) 

David teaches the people of God an important truth here. Everything belongs to God. All that is 

in the heavens and earth according to verse 11. Greatness. Power. Glory. Victory. Majesty. They 

belong to God. God does not just fit the description of these words rather he is in full control of 

these attributes.  

Everything comes from God. Riches it says comes from God. Honor comes from God. Power 

comes from God. Might comes from God. God makes men and women great and God gives us 

strength.  

David is teaching God’s people that all that they have comes from God. There is not a thing 

which God is not in sovereign control of dispensing.  

“There is not a square inch in the whole domain of our human existence over which Christ, who 

is Sovereign over all, does not cry, ‘Mine!’” - Abraham Kuyper  

John the Baptist knew this when some men questioned Him about Jesus baptizing others and 

pulling away His followers. 

John 3:27 

[27] John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from 

heaven. (ESV) 

John was like God brought these people to me and if He brings them to Jesus then they are his to 

send where He sees fit. Even people are resources under the sovereign direction of God.  

James 1:17 

[17] Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 

lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. (ESV) 

The Bible testifies loud and clear that God owns all things. Any ownership we might perceive is 

really just stewardship. Since all things belong to God then anything we have is a direct result of 

God allowing us to have them.  
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Do you believe that God gave you each minute of your life? Do you believe that every dollar in 

your banks account is their because God allowed your to possess it? Do you believe that the state 

of your health be it good or bad is from God? Every trial… Every talent… All things dispensed to 

us by God? 

It is impossible to live an “All In” discipleship apart from that understanding. Yet when we see 

our resources… anything that can be used for a purpose… as given to us graciously then we begin 

to treat those resources differently. 

Actually the title of our class really reveals in me the need to adjust my perspective. Notice I 

titled it about “our resources.” But actually they are God’s resources. 

 

What can we do with what we have been given? 

 Personal Reflection: 

Finish these sentences. 

  If people knew how I spent my time, they would probably assume that I… 

 

  If people knew how I spent my money, they would probably assume that I… 

 

 What gifts has God given to you specifically? 

 

 What opportunities has God given you in the last week to use those gifts? 

 

The parable of the talents is set in a larger context of the people of God not knowing when God will 

return and when we will have to give an account for what we have done with the time and opportunities 

we were given.  

Matthew 25:14–28 

[14] “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them 

his property. [15] To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each 

according to his ability. Then he went away. [16] He who had received the five talents went at 

once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. [17] So also he who had the two 

talents made two talents more. [18] But he who had received the one talent went and dug in 

the ground and hid his master's money. [19] Now after a long time the master of those 

servants came and settled accounts with them. [20] And he who had received the five talents 

came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, 

I have made five talents more.’ [21] His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful 

servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your 
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master.’ [22] And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered 

to me two talents; here, I have made two talents more.’ [23] His master said to him, ‘Well done, 

good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter 

into the joy of your master.’ [24] He also who had received the one talent came forward, 

saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering 

where you scattered no seed, [25] so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. 

Here, you have what is yours.’ [26] But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful 

servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? [27] 

Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have 

received what was my own with interest. [28] So take the talent from him and give it to him who 

has the ten talents. (ESV) 

Based on verse 14 the master is entrusting the servant with what belonged to Him.  

Based on the rest of these verses what was the master expecting from the servants? Invest it 

well. Steward it. Do something useful. 

What excuse does the wicked slothful servant give? Was afraid. You wanted to unjustly gain 

from my effort. 

What excuses might we give for not properly investing the resources God has entrusted to us? 

 

What motivated these workers? Pleasing their master. The reward a master can provide. 

What inspires you to steward your God-given resources well? 

How we answer this question is critical to whether or not we are adequately motivated. 

 

1 Peter 4:10 

[10] As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied 

grace: (ESV) 

 

Luke 12:29–34 

[29] And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. [30] For 

all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need 

them. [31] Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you. 

[32] “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. [33] Sell 

your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow 

old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth 

destroys. [34] For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. (ESV) 
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If we know everything belongs to God and we seem to share a desire to steward what God has given 

us well, why do so many of us seem to end up off track? 

 

Getting off track: 

Mark 4:18–19 

[18] And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word, [19] but 

the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in 

and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. (ESV) 

 We get distracted by the world. It’s values. It’s view of us. It’s treasures. 

The world competes for our attention and choke out the fruitfulness of the world. I like the 

imagery of the word choke. Two plants growing up side by side but the good plant is starved of 

what it needs to thrive the competition doesn’t make it stronger it threatens it’s very existence. 

When we cultivate our affections for the world we sow weeds in our garden and choke the life 

away from the good seed. 

What are some very practical ways that investing ourselves into the world can choke out our 

faithfulness to walk in godliness? 

Extra curricular activities… Begin to care about what those people think about me and my faith. 

Easily begin to invest my time into excellence in something without eternal value. Sacrifice things 

that are spiritually important in the prioritization of the extra curricular. 

Treasures… Our homes, cars, boats, stuff can capture our heart. We begin to feel as sense of 

significance from them. Sometimes we’ve already invested so much that further investment 

seems the only way to protect past investment.  

Entertainment… Often in boredom we entertain ourselves not on the value of something but 

simply it ease of accessibility. Social media, Netflix binging. Soon we have not time for Bible 

Study or meaningful conversation because we’ve poured it all the down the drain of entertaining 

ourselves. 

Others? 

 

Matthew 6:24 

[24] “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he 

will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. (ESV) 

If we cannot serve two masters, how do we serve one master yet operate in a world 

where we have money as a part of our lives? 

If we cannot serve two masters, how can we participate in activities with this world 

yet serve only God? 
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2 Peter 1:3–15 

[3] His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 

knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, [4] by which he has granted 

to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of 

the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful 

desire.  

[5] For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue 

with knowledge, [6] and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and 

steadfastness with godliness, [7] and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly 

affection with love. [8] For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from 

being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. [9] For whoever lacks 

these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from 

his former sins. [10] Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and 

election, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. [11] For in this way there will be 

richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

[12] Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and are 

established in the truth that you have. [13] I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you 

up by way of reminder, [14] since I know that the putting off of my body will be soon, as our 

Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me. [15] And I will make every effort so that after my departure 

you may be able at any time to recall these things. (ESV) 

If forgetfulness is the problem, what then is the cure? (How can we keep ourselves from 

forgetting?) 

 

A God-Saturated Lifestyle: 

In the following blanks take a minute to think about the major areas of investment in 

your life. (Work. Family. Hobbies. Anything that takes a large portion of your resources.) 

Ex. 

I exercise regularly________________________________________________________. 

I parent three children_____________________________________________________. 

 

I ______________________________________________________________________. 

I ______________________________________________________________________. 

I ______________________________________________________________________. 

I ______________________________________________________________________. 
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I ______________________________________________________________________. 

I ______________________________________________________________________. 

Now after each of your areas of investment I want you to write the words “for God.” An 

“All In” lifestyle means in everything we do we are glorifying God. We are either doing 

everything we do for God or we are wasting our lives.  

If we add these words to everything we do it will probably change how we do them, 

whether we do them, and how often we do them. 

When God comes and ask for an accounting of how you spent your money, will you be 

excited to speak of how you’ve invested what He has entrusted to you? When you die at 

the age of 50 or 60 or 70 will you be excited to share how you have invested the years of 

your life for Him? I can imagine that the two men who had doubled their masters money 

were eager for him to come back, I’m sure they were excited to share how they had been 

diligent , faithful and even successful at investing their masters money. The third man 

probably knew that it wasn’t going to be a good day when the master came back. I 

believe when we are investing ourselves well we will have a certain eagerness for our 

master to return. Are you eager? 

Total intentionality! All In means I view all of my life as an investment into something 

that matters. All In means that my every thought, feeling and action are rooted in 

following Jesus. The Gospel’s tell us that Jesus ate, Jesus went to weddings, Jesus had 

friendships, Jesus lived and dwelt in the world and yet when you read about how Jesus 

interacted in all these various settings you discover that doing God’s will was always in 

view for Him. If we are going to be disciples of Jesus then that is our very real goal. 

  

What are some questions we can ask ourselves in specific areas of life that will help us make 

wise choices with how to invest our God-given resources? 

 

Actually the title of our class really reveals in me the need to adjust my perspective. Notice I 

titled it about “our resources.” But actually they are God’s resources. 
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If time: 

Philippians 2:12–18 

[12] Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my 

presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 

trembling, [13] for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good 

pleasure. 

[14] Do all things without grumbling or disputing, [15] that you may be blameless and 

innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted 

generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, [16] holding fast to the word 

of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in 

vain. [17] Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of 

your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. [18] Likewise you also should be glad and 

rejoice with me. (ESV) 


