
 

Learning, Striving and Growing to Love God with All You Have 

WEEK 5 - Learning, striving and growing to love God with all our relationships. 

 

What are some relationships that we have been given by God in which we have influence? 

 

 

 

What does God’s Word say about our relationships? 

Matthew 25:35–40 

[35] For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me, [36] I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you 

visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ [37] Then the righteous will answer him, 

saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? [38] And 

when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? [39] And when did 

we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ [40] And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to 

you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ (ESV) 

How we treat others is in fact a form of worshipping God himself. I believe that God’s word 

seems to classify people into two unique people groups regarding how we relate to them.  

The first would be those who believe the Gospel and depend on it for their forgiveness, following 

Jesus teachings as true disciples.  

The second would be those who are not presently on that path. The Bible often substitutes the 

word Gentiles for those who are not God’s people.  

As I examined the scriptures, I would say that God calls us to live among all people (disciples and 

unbelievers) with love, sharing Gospel hope and pointing to God’s glory.  

With those who are professing followers of Christ he has given us additional opportunities and 

responsibilities to encourage, build up, serve, hold accountable and live in community with.  

 

ALL PEOPLE: 

 LOVE: 

  Matthew 22:37–40 

[37] And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your mind. [38] This is the great and first commandment. [39] 



And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. [40] On these two 

commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” (ESV) 

 

Luke 10:29, 36–37 

[29] But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  

[36] Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell 

among the robbers?” [37] He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to 

him, “You go, and do likewise.” (ESV) 

 

Matthew 5:43–48 

[43] “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your 

enemy.’ [44] But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 

you, [45] so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun 

rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. [46] For if 

you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors 

do the same? [47] And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than 

others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? [48] You therefore must be perfect, as 

your heavenly Father is perfect. (ESV) 

What does the immediate context suggest that Jesus means by the word perfect here? 

Love in a supernatural way? Love your enemies?  

What is your definition of what it means to love someone? 

Mine: Do what is in the best interest of others despite the cost to me. 

 

 Share Gospel Hope: 

Mark 16:15 

[15] And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole 

creation. (ESV) 

 

2 Corinthians 4:5–6 

[5] For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as 

your servants for Jesus' sake. [6] For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” 

has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 

face of Jesus Christ. (ESV) 

 



What does it look like for someone without the spiritual gift of evangelism to practice 

obedience to these scriptures? 

 

How was the Gospel presented to you when God opened your eyes to the truth for the 

first time? 

 

I’m in relationship with folks who do not yet know the Gospel as their hope because… 

 

 

Hebrews 3:12–14 

[12] Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading 

you to fall away from the living God. [13] But exhort one another every day, as long as it 

is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. [14] 

For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to 

the end. (ESV) 

How does the Gospel have a continuing importance in our relationships with other 

believers? 

 

 

 Point to God’s Goodness: 

Matthew 5:14–16 

[14] “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. [15] Nor do 

people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in 

the house. [16] In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may 

see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. (ESV) 

 

Psalm 96:2–4 

 [2] Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 

  tell of his salvation from day to day. 

 [3] Declare his glory among the nations, 

  his marvelous works among all the peoples! 

 [4] For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 



  he is to be feared above all gods. (ESV) 

Throughout the Old and New Testament the people of God have carried the primary 

responsibility to represent God before the world.  

How did Israel do well at this?  

 

How did they fail?  

 

On Your Own: 

How would you say you are doing well at this?  

 

How might you be failing? 

 

 

FELLOW DISCIPLES OF CHRIST: 

 Encourage / Build Up: 

  1 Thessalonians 5:11 

[11] Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. 

(ESV) 

The word encourage is used 35 times in the Bible. Many in the book of Acts referring 

what the believers had done after meeting together. Several other times in 1 

Thessalonians. The word carries with it the idea that you are helping someone move 

forward and make progress. So rather than the kind of encouragement you would give 

someone at the end of their race it would be like the kind you might give them at the 

beginning or while they are in the middle. 

Ephesians 4:11–16 

[11] And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 

teachers, [12] to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 

Christ, [13] until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 

of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, [14] 

so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about 

by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. [15] 

Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the 

head, into Christ, [16] from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every 



joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body 

grow so that it builds itself up in love. (ESV) 

If we took real ownership of this role with Christian community, how might it affect our 

church family? 

 

What roadblocks discourage you from encouraging others to grow in their likeness of 

Christ? 

 

 

 Serve: 

Galatians 5:13–14 

[13] For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an 

opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. [14] For the whole law is 

fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (ESV) 

 

1 Peter 4:10–11 

[10] As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's 

varied grace: [11] whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, 

as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God 

may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and 

ever. Amen. (ESV) 

 

Mark 10:42–45 

[42] And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are 

considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise 

authority over them. [43] But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great 

among you must be your servant, [44] and whoever would be first among you must be 

slave of all. [45] For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 

give his life as a ransom for many.” (ESV) 

Are Christian disciples supposed to be givers or takers? 

 

What are some ways you are receiving from the community of Christian disciples? 

 

How are you serving that same community? 



 

According to 1 Peter 4, how do we make sure our service is useful to others? 

 

 

 Hold Accountable: 

James 5:16 

[16] Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you 

may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. (ESV) 

 

Galatians 6:1–2 

[1] Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should 

restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 

[2] Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. (ESV) 

  Why is accountability such a difficult thing to do well? 

 

  How can we cultivate healthy accountability here at NCAC? 

 

According to these verses what are the potential dangers when practicing 

accountability?  

 

What would you say to someone who uses these dangers dismiss their need to practice 

Christian accountability? 

 

  

Can you think of other biblical responsibilities we have to one another? 

 

The issue is intentionality. 

As a parent I know that there are things that I should be doing as a parent. I know I should 

discipline my children when they do wrong. I know that I need to be having spiritual 

conversations with them all the time. I know I need to pray together and do family devotions 

together. I know that my kids need individual time with me and that we need time together as a 

while family. I know that I need to feed them healthy and teach them responsibility and hard 



work. The difficult part of being a parent is not typically knowing what to do but doing what I 

know to be right. Somehow I shrink back from intentionality. I convince myself that letting these 

things happen naturally is the best way to do it. But so often I look back over the days months 

and years to find that naturally never happened. Some things can happen naturally and that is 

great but so often we need to work at things intentionally.  

If we are going to love God by loving those He has put into our lives, that is going to take 

intentionality. Money doesn’t disappear out of checking account and end up in the offering box 

or meeting the needs of a brother or sister who has fallen on hard times. I must make that choice 

to love God by giving His money to the places I think He wants it to go. Directed by God 

absolutely but intentional obedience on my part is required as well. Same with my time and 

talents. I must be intentional to worship God with all these resources. Why would my 

relationships be any different. If I want to honor God through my relationships I need to be even 

more intentional. Relationship require a certain amount of cooperation from both parties. If I 

want to Glorify God through my marriage intentional conversations which share that desire 

between Justine and I make the progress that much easier. Spiritual warfare and the residue of 

our sinful patterns will pull us away from creating God glorifying Relationships. We need to listen 

and obey the Word of God and exercise sensitivity to the Holy Spirit leading us as we 

intentionally pursue all these things we have read about today. 

Why do we shy away from intentionality? Fear? Don’t want to be weird. Don’t want people to 

feel like our projects. Intimidated by our own inadequacies. Our excuses are probably limitless. 

One simple question remains. What does God want? How does God want us to steward these 

relationships? It doesn’t matter what Ryan wants or any other person. It matters what God calls 

us to. It matters what Jesus modeled to us. It matters how our choices become worship of the 

Living God or worship of ourselves. 

 

A Self Diagnostic: 

 Names: 

 When I spend time with… Gary, I make sure I am intentional about… 

 


