
 

Learning, Striving and Growing to Love God with All You Have 

 

Intro: “All In” Matthew West  

Last Week: What does God’s Word say about our relationships? 

WITH ALL PEOPLE: 

  LOVE 

  Share Gospel Hope 

Point to God’s Goodness 

WITH FELLOW DISCIPLES OF CHRIST: 

  Encourage / Build Up 

  Serve 

 Hold Accountable: 

James 5:16 

[16] Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that 

you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is 

working. (ESV) 

 

Galatians 6:1–2 

[1] Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual 

should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too 

be tempted. [2] Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. (ESV) 

  Why is accountability such a difficult thing to do well? 

 

  How can we cultivate healthy accountability here at NCAC? 

 

We must be intentional with the substance of our relationships. 

A Self Diagnostic: 

 Names: 

 When I spend time with… Gary, I make sure I am intentional about… 



 

Ask God what He wants you to be doing in specific relationships. Write down His 

direction. 

 

Remember: What are the Biblical Expectations of a Disciple? 

 Recognize that everything belongs to God, and He expects steady fruitfulness from His followers.  

Cultivate your affections for the things of God and God himself. 

Saturate your mind with the truths of God.  We must grow our mind, guard our mind and test our 

thoughts against the truth of Scripture. 

 Steward your God-given Resources: Time, Talents, Opportunities, Finances, and Relationships 

 

WEEK 6 - Commit to Learning, Striving, and Growing. 

Originally I was going to spend our time in this last week on legalism in contrast with taking 

serious the call to walk in total commitment to Jesus in every area of our life. Honestly the more 

we progressed through the class the more I felt pretty certain that the material we have been 

discussing wouldn’t have left many people with that impression. One thing that I did discover as 

we began that I believe is worth coming back to is the idea of pursuing the impossible. The first 

week I changed my Title from Loving God with Everything we have to Learning, striving and 

growing to love God with everything we have. These three descriptive words are meant to capture 

the idea that we are committed to progress despite imperfection. So in our final minutes together 

I want to rally you to this commitment. No better way to rally the people of God than with the 

Word of God and prayer. So let’s pray and look together at the Word 

2 Peter 1:3–8 

[3] His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 

knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, [4] by which he has granted to 

us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the 

divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 

[5] For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with 

knowledge, [6] and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and 

steadfastness with godliness, [7] and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection 

with love. [8] For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being 

ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. (ESV) 

 

1 Peter 2:2–5 

[2] Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into 

salvation—[3] if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 



[4] As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and 

precious, [5] you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. (ESV) 

How would you paraphrase the expectation of these texts? 

 

How are these expectations shaping your patterns of behavior? 

 

 

Whose responsibility is it? 

Philippians 2:12–13 

[12] Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my 

presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 

trembling, [13] for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good 

pleasure. (ESV) 

What is produced by our working out our salvation? I believe scripture would describe this 

as an obedience which demonstrates true conversion. So then to obey this instruction 

would mean keeping a careful watch over our behaviors so that we can be confident in 

the substance of our saving faith. 

What is produced by God? God produces in the lives of believers fruitfulness for His good 

pleasure. In this we see an implicit partnership. It is by God’s power that we are able to 

produce righteous behaviors and yet we are call to keep a careful mindfulness of our 

behaviors. 

 

 What do I do with my failure? 

You will fail. Your failure is sin. Repent.  

Psalm 32:5 

[5] I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will confess 

my transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. (ESV) 

 

What does God’s Word say to us about how we should confess our sin? 

Admit not generically but specifically what God is bringing conviction to you on. 

 



If you are not seeing some failure you are probably not paying close enough attention to 

the goal. At the same time if you are not seeing progress you are not paying close enough 

attention to the goal. So balance might be seen as knowing where God needs to work 

next and yet also knowing where God has been at work recently. 

We overcome failure through repentance. We reduce failure through growth. 

 

Make War on Your Status Quo 

The whole point of this class is to create a kind of Holy Discontent. I believe God has been 

revealing to me that on the whole we have been far too comfortable with far too little a 

likeness of Christ. We have graded ourselves relative to one another rather than to our 

likeness of Jesus himself. It is a lot easier to find others who are full of flaws than to 

compare ourselves to the likeness of Jesus. Only when we are discontent with our current 

likeness of Christ can we really do the hard work that is required to join with God in 

growing our likeness into His. 

Philippians 3:12–15 

[12] Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make 

it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. [13] Brothers, I do not consider 

that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 

forward to what lies ahead, [14] I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward 

call of God in Christ Jesus. [15] Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in 

anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. (ESV) 

What has Paul failed to make his own? 

 Perfect Christlikeness. Note verse 8-11. 

What is his response? 

 More effort. Doing everything possible to gain Christlikeness. 

What does it look like practically for us to, forget what lies behind… strain forward… 

press on? 

What lies behind me are the things of the flesh. My old nature. The attractiveness 

of the world. It means rejecting those things. It means reprogramming my 

thinking. 

Straining forward means giving effort with cost. It will not be gliding down a hill 

on a bicycle. It is pedaling uphill. It is painful and it is accomplished through great 

effort. 

Pressing On means not giving up. Not getting sidelined by discouraging 

circumstances. It means being intentional, committed and persistent. 



Making war on your status quo is not an easy commitment to make. There will be many 

opportunities to abandon the pursuit of Christlikeness.  

Pending: 

There was a memory I have of Climbing Mt. Shasta. We were about 75% of the 

way up the mountain. We were taking a rest and looking around. It was stunning. 

We had climbed above the clouds. Even the mountains below us had become 

small. If I had never left the car I would have not experienced that beauty. If I had 

settled to stay at the base camp I would have never known what it was like to 

look down on clouds while having my feet planted on solid ground.  

I envision the path we walk in our Christlikeness much like a path up a mountain. 

Greater pleasure awaiting beyond each horizon. Greater intimacy. Greater joy.  

When I read Philippians 3 I believe Paul saw his likeness of Christ in this way. He was not 

content to stay stuck where he was. He wanted to experience all that he could. So he 

made war with his status quo. He rejected the empty promises of this world and sacrificed 

everything for the promises of the next. That perspective is the only real way to commit to 

living an all in discipleship.  

As we consider our own commitment I want to end by encouraging you by reminding you 

of what God has committed to doing. 

Count on God to Give Success. 

2 Corinthians 3:18 

[18] And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being 

transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes 

from the Lord who is the Spirit. (ESV) 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:23–24 

[23] Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole 

spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. [24] He 

who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. (ESV) 

 

Jude 24–25 

[24] Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless 

before the presence of his glory with great joy, [25] to the only God, our Savior, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now 

and forever. Amen. (ESV) 

 



Hebrews 13:20–21 

[20] Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the 

great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, [21] equip you with 

everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his 

sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. (ESV) 

 

What in these verses brings you encouragement? 

 

What has God been revealing to you as we have spent these 6 weeks together? 

 

If you listen to Air1 or K-Love you have definitely heard this next song. It isn’t the melody or the beat that 

grabbed my attention but the words. These words capture well my own desire and the hope I have for all 

of us here at Neighborhood Church. I hope it is a blessing to you as I hope our time together was a 

blessing. 

“Heaven On Earth” by Stars Go Dim 

 

Pray Together: 

 

 

  



If Extra Time: 

Proverbs 3:5–7 

 [5] Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 

 [6] In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. 

 [7] Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD, and turn away from evil. (ESV) 

 

Psalm 37:3–6 

 [3] Trust in the LORD, and do good; dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness. 

 [4] Delight yourself in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

 [5] Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him, and he will act. 

[6] He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, and your justice as the noonday. (ESV) 


