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Gideon: When Weakness is an Advantage Judges 7:1-22

Weakness is an advantage because it reminds us God deserves the glory.

1 Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people who were with him rose early and encamped
beside the spring of Harod. And the camp of Midian was north of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the
valley.

(21 The LORD said to Gideon, “The people with you are too many for me to give the Midianites into
their hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.' ¥ Now therefore proclaim
in the ears of the people, saying, 'Whoever is fearful and trembling, let him return home and hurry
away from Mount Gilead."” Then 22,000 of the people returned, and 10,000 remained.

4] And the LORD said to Gideon, “The people are still too many. Take them down to the water, and |
will test them for you there, and anyone of whom | say to you, ‘This one shall go with you,” shall go with
you, and anyone of whom | say to you, ‘This one shall not go with you,” shall not go.” B1So he brought
the people down to the water. And the LORD said to Gideon, "Every one who laps the water with his
tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set by himself. Likewise, every one who kneels down to drink.” 6! And
the number of those who lapped, putting their hands to their mouths, was 300 men, but all the rest of
the people knelt down to drink water. I/ And the LORD said to Gideon, "With the 300 men who lapped
| will save you and give the Midianites into your hand, and let all the others go every man to his home.”
8] So the people took provisions in their hands, and their trumpets. And he sent all the rest of Israel
every man to his tent, but retained the 300 men. And the camp of Midian was below him in the valley.

Weakness is an advantage because it pushes us to depend on God.

[l That same night the LORD said to him, "Arise, go down against the camp, for | have given itinto
your hand. "9 But if you are afraid to go down, go down to the camp with Purah your servant. '] And
you shall hear what they say, and afterward your hands shall be strengthened to go down against the
camp.” Then he went down with Purah his servant to the outposts of the armed men who were in the
camp. "7 And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the people of the East lay along the valley like
locusts in abundance, and their camels were without number, as the sand that is on the seashore in
abundance. '3 When Gideon came, behold, a man was telling a dream to his comrade. And he said,



“Behold, | dreamed a dream, and behold, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian and
came to the tent and struck it so that it fell and turned it upside down, so that the tent lay flat." 4 And
his comrade answered, “This is no other than the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel,
God has given into his hand Midian and all the camp.”

Weakness is an advantage because it allows us to experience the power of God.

181 As soon as Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, he worshiped. And he
returned to the camp of Israel and said, “Arise, for the LORD has given the host of Midian into your
hand.” 18] And he divided the 300 men into three companies and put trumpets into the hands of all of
them and empty jars, with torches inside the jars. 71 And he said to them, “Look at me, and do
likewise. When | come to the outskirts of the camp, do as | do. '8l When | blow the trumpet, | and all
who are with me, then blow the trumpets also on every side of all the camp and shout, ‘For the LORD
and for Gideon.”

19 So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the outskirts of the camp at the
beginning of the middle watch, when they had just set the watch. And they blew the trumpets and
smashed the jars that were in their hands. 20 Then the three companies blew the trumpets and broke
the jars. They held in their left hands the torches, and in their right hands the trumpets to blow. And
they cried out, "A sword for the LORD and for Gideon!" 21 Every man stood in his place around the
camp, and all the army ran. They cried out and fled. 221 When they blew the 300 trumpets, the LORD
set every man's sword against his comrade and against all the army. And the army fled as far as Beth-
shittah toward Zererah, as far as the border of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath. (ESV)
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Open: When have you been faced with a task you felt was beyond your ability or resources?
Read & Discuss: Judges 7:1-8

1. According to verse 2, in Israel’s battle against the Midianites, God wanted to make sure Israel
could not say, “My own hand has saved me."” If Gideon had gone in with 32,000 men, why might
there have been temptation to take credit for the victory? Why would it be wrong for men to
take credit for a victory in which they do in fact participate?

2. Read 2 Corinthians 12:9. How does God use our weakness to perfect His power? Can you think
of other times in the Bible when God used people the world might consider weak? When in your
own life have you seen God grant success or victory when it initially looked impossible?

Read & Discuss: Judges 7:9-15

3. InJudges 7:9-10 God sends Gideon (along with his servant Purah) down to observe the
Midianite camp. According to verses 11-15, why was Gideon encouraged by what he overheard?
How has God encouraged you to keep trusting in His power and promises?

4. As aresponse to what he saw God do, verse 15 says Gideon worshipped. What do you think that
may have looked like? How is such worship both glorifying to God and beneficial to us?

5. Verse 15 also tells us that Gideon passes on his excitement to the 300 men he was about to lead
into battle against a massive army. How might Gideon's faith have affected the men in his army?
What does Gideon'’s story tell us about how to respond to challenging circumstances?

Read & Discuss: Judges 7:16-22

6. God had said it was important for Israel to see His hand in their victory (v. 2). What do you see in
this passage that tells us God was ultimately responsible for their victory? Despite the fact that
God worked to ensure the victory, Gideon still created and implemented a plan of action. What
does this suggest about our role in the work of God?

Apply: What has God been calling you to do that you have felt unequipped to accomplish? How might
you use your weakness to boast of God's power and grace?

Pray: Ask God to work in mighty ways through the family of Neighborhood Church. Pray for God to
guide us into places where we might best show His power to the observing world.



Judges 7:1-22

[ Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people who were with him rose early and encamped beside
the spring of Harod. And the camp of Midian was north of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley.

2 The LORD said to Gideon, “The people with you are too many for me to give the Midianites into their
hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.’ ¥ Now therefore proclaim in the ears
of the people, saying, 'Whoever is fearful and trembling, let him return home and hurry away from Mount
Gilead.” Then 22,000 of the people returned, and 10,000 remained.

4 And the LORD said to Gideon, “The people are still too many. Take them down to the water, and | will test
them for you there, and anyone of whom | say to you, ‘This one shall go with you," shall go with you, and
anyone of whom | say to you, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ shall not go.” ! So he brought the people
down to the water. And the LORD said to Gideon, “Every one who laps the water with his tongue, as a dog
laps, you shall set by himself. Likewise, every one who kneels down to drink.” ! And the number of those
who lapped, putting their hands to their mouths, was 300 men, but all the rest of the people knelt down to
drink water. ' And the LORD said to Gideon, “With the 300 men who lapped | will save you and give the
Midianites into your hand, and let all the others go every man to his home.” ! So the people took provisions
in their hands, and their trumpets. And he sent all the rest of Israel every man to his tent, but retained the
300 men. And the camp of Midian was below him in the valley.

B That same night the LORD said to him, “Arise, go down against the camp, for | have given it into your
hand. " But if you are afraid to go down, go down to the camp with Purah your servant. ' And you shall
hear what they say, and afterward your hands shall be strengthened to go down against the camp.” Then he
went down with Purah his servant to the outposts of the armed men who were in the camp. ['? And the
Midianites and the Amalekites and all the people of the East lay along the valley like locusts in abundance,
and their camels were without number, as the sand that is on the seashore in abundance. ('3 When Gideon
came, behold, a man was telling a dream to his comrade. And he said, “Behold, | dreamed a dream, and
behold, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian and came to the tent and struck it so that it
fell and turned it upside down, so that the tent lay flat.” ' And his comrade answered, “This is no other than
the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel; God has given into his hand Midian and all the camp.”

(151 As soon as Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, he worshiped. And he returned to
the camp of Israel and said, “Arise, for the LORD has given the host of Midian into your hand.” ['®! And he
divided the 300 men into three companies and put trumpets into the hands of all of them and empty jars,
with torches inside the jars. ! And he said to them, “Look at me, and do likewise. When | come to the
outskirts of the camp, do as | do. "8 When | blow the trumpet, | and all who are with me, then blow the
trumpets also on every side of all the camp and shout, ‘For the LORD and for Gideon."

(191 So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the outskirts of the camp at the beginning
of the middle watch, when they had just set the watch. And they blew the trumpets and smashed the jars
that were in their hands. % Then the three companies blew the trumpets and broke the jars. They held in
their left hands the torches, and in their right hands the trumpets to blow. And they cried out, “A sword for
the LORD and for Gideon!” 2] Every man stood in his place around the camp, and all the army ran. They
cried out and fled. 22 When they blew the 300 trumpets, the LORD set every man'’s sword against his
comrade and against all the army. And the army fled as far as Beth-shittah toward Zererah, as far as the
border of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath. (ESV)



