
“A God-Centered Church Family” 
January 14, 2018  

 

Open: When you are presented with an option for how to use your time or               

spend your resources, how do you usually go about deciding what to do? 

Read & Discuss:  Romans 11:33-12:2  

1. How would you describe the point of Romans 11:33? Paul’s attitude toward this truth appears 

to be one of celebration. Why would this truth be cause to celebrate? Besides celebration, what 

other implications should this truth have on our thoughts and feelings? 

2. Verse 34 asks the question, “Who has been [God’s] counselor?” In what ways do we sometimes 

try to play the role of counselor to God? Why do we do this? When there is something we 

really want God to know or do, what should we do? 

3. Verse 35 suggests that it is impossible to repay God for all He does for us. Yet, in your own life 

or in the lives of others, have you observed attempts to repay God? How? Why do we do this? 

How should we respond to all that God has done for us? 

4. In what sense are all things “from” God and “through” God and “to” God (v. 36a)? What other 

philosophies have you encountered which compete with this truth? 

5. Romans 12:1 speaks of how the truths in 11:33-36 should impact the way we use our bodies. 

What are some practical examples of how we can present our “bodies as a living sacrifice to 

God”? How do we make sure we do this out of gratitude and not out of an attempt to repay 

God or to earn His favor? 

6. In verse 2 Paul speaks of how these great truths should impact our minds. How do our minds 

become “conformed to this world”? How do our minds get renewed in the way they ought to? 

What can we do as a church family to prevent conformity to the world and encourage the 

renewal of our minds?  

7. Verse 2 also tells us we may discern “the will of God” by “testing.” How does this “testing” 

occur? What role does our church family have in this testing?  

Application:  What could you do to enhance the renewal of your mind and/or better offer your body 

as a living sacrifice to God? 

Prayer:  Pray that Neighborhood Church would become a more God-centered church family so that 

we might glorify God in all that we say, think, do and feel.     



Romans 11:33-12:2. 

11:33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 

judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord, 

    or who has been his counselor?” 

35 “Or who has given a gift to him 

    that he might be repaid?” 

36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 

12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the 

will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.  (ESV) 

 

NCAC Mission Statement. 

Neighborhood Church 

exists to inspire among all peoples 

an overflowing joy in God through Jesus Christ. 

 

NCAC Vision Statement. 

We envision accomplishing this mission 

by growing a joy-driven, God-centered church family who, 

through the power of the Holy Spirit,  

are continually and passionately 

discovering, developing, displaying and declaring joy in God 

that all peoples might treasure Him above all things. 

 


