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Open: What are some things that make you really happy?  

Read & Discuss:  Matthew 13:44 and 16:24-27. 

1. What does Jesus mean by the phrase “kingdom of heaven” (13:44)? How have you found the 

kingdom of heaven to be like “treasure hidden in a field”?   

2. What in these two passages (Matthew 13:44 and Matthew 16:24-27) speak of giving up 

something of value? In what other ways does God call us to give up things we may value if 

we’re to follow Christ? How have you done this in your pursuit of the kingdom of heaven?  

3. What in these two passages speak of motive? How does what is gained compare and contrast 

with what is given up? (If you asked the man who found the treasure, do you think he would say 

he made a sacrifice in selling all that he had? Why or why not?) 

4. How should the truth of these verses shape our presentation of the Gospel to others? What 

truths within the Gospel might be attractive to those in our present day culture?  

Read & Discuss:  Psalm 27:4 

5. What in David’s language reveals his desire for satisfaction in God? How do we experience 

delight in God today? How do you anticipate experiencing everlasting happiness in God? 

6. What determination does David make as a result of how he sees God? In practical terms, what 

would it look like for us to do similar things today?  

7. How would you explain what it means to be a joy-driven God-centered person? Would you 

describe yourself in this way? Why or why not?  

8. What’s the problem with being a duty-driven Christian? Why can it be easy to fall into a sense 

of being duty-driven as a Christian? How have you experienced your church family inspiring 

you to be a joy-driven, God-centered follower of Christ?  

Application:  What can we do to cultivate joy in God ourselves? How can we seek to inspire joy in 

God in others?  

Prayer:  Pray that Neighborhood Church would become a more joy-driven God-centered church 

family who pursue God as their greatest joy and correctly prioritize all other joys.      



Matthew 13:44. 

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in 

his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. (ESV) 

 

Matthew 16:24-27. 

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 

cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 

sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? 

Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels 

in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done.  (ESV) 

 

Psalm 27:4. 

One thing have I asked of the LORD, 

    that will I seek after: 

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 

    all the days of my life, 

to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD 

    and to inquire in his temple.  (ESV) 

 

NCAC Mission Statement. 

Neighborhood Church 

exists to inspire among all peoples 

an overflowing joy in God through Jesus Christ. 

 

NCAC Vision Statement. 

We envision accomplishing this mission 

by growing a joy-driven, God-centered church family who, 

through the power of the Holy Spirit,  

are continually and passionately 

discovering, developing, displaying and declaring joy in God 

that all peoples might treasure Him above all things.  


