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Open: What are some areas of your life where you need the help of     

someone or something else in order to accomplish what you need to do? 

Read and Discuss:    

1. Read Acts 1:6-8. Although the disciples hoped that Jesus was about to restore the kingdom to 

Israel, Jesus instead turns their attention to all that remains to be done (1:8). Why was this 

significant? How do Jesus’ words define the role of the believer in this post-resurrection era? 

2. What aspects of our church’s vision statement do you see as relevant to this passage? What 

various things need to happen in order for us as believers—and as a church—to fulfill our 

responsibilities implied in Acts 1:8? How are you involved in the fulfillment of Acts 1:8? 

3. In Acts 1:8 Jesus explains His reason for sending the Holy Spirit. How does this differ from what 

we tend to emphasize with regard to our own personal need for the Holy Spirit? How can we 

make sure that we keep the purpose of the Holy Spirit as given in Acts 1:8 central in our lives?  

4. Read Acts 4:5-12. This passage provides an example of Jesus’ words in Acts 1:8 coming true.  

How have you experienced the empowerment of the Holy Spirit when sharing the Gospel? 

What might be the difference between a person sharing the Gospel through the power of the 

Holy Spirit and a person sharing the Gospel without that power?  

5. Read Acts 6:5-8 and 7:55. How is Stephen characterized with regard to the Holy Spirit? How do 

these verses broaden our understanding of Jesus’ words regarding the Holy Spirit in Acts 1:8? 

6. Our church’s vision statement speaks of “discovering, developing, displaying and declaring joy 

in God” “through the power of the Holy Spirit.” How does the power of the Holy Spirit help us 

with each of these four aspects of being a disciple? 

Application:  As we read the story of Acts and consider church history, we see that God has gifted His 

people uniquely, yet is always moving the Gospel forward through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

How is the presence of the Holy Spirit in your life moving the Gospel forward?    

Prayer:  Pray that we will be sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit and would see the Spirit work in 

and through us in powerful ways so that “all peoples might treasure Him above all things.”   



Acts 1:6-8. 
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to 

Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his 

own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (ESV) 

 

Acts 4:5-12. 
5 On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6 with Annas the 

high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7 And 

when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do 

this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we are 

being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has 

been healed, 10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus 

Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing 

before you well. 11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the 

cornerstone. 12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 

among men by which we must be saved.” (ESV) 

 

Acts 6:5-8. 
5 And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of 

the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a 

proselyte of Antioch. 6 These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on 

them. 7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly 

in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 8 And Stephen, full of 

grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. (ESV) 

 

Acts 7:55. 

But [Stephen], full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 

standing at the right hand of God.  (ESV) 

 

NCAC Vision Statement. 

We envision accomplishing this mission 

by growing a joy-driven, God-centered church family who, 

through the power of the Holy Spirit,  

are continually and passionately 

discovering, developing, displaying and declaring joy in God 

that all peoples might treasure Him above all things.  


