
“Declaring Joy in God” 
February 25, 2018  

 

Open:  What’s something you really like to talk about? Why do you enjoy this topic? 

Read: 1 Peter 2:4-10.  

Discuss:  

1. In verses 4-8, Peter uses the metaphor of a “stone” several times. What does Peter imply by each 

specific reference? How would you summarize what Peter wants us to know about Jesus?  

2. Peter began this section of thought with the phrase, “As you come to him” (v. 4). Why do you 

think Peter writes this in the present tense as opposed to the past tense? What are the 

implications of the fact that you are part of a “spiritual house” God is building (v. 5)?    

3. Both verses 5 and 9 speak of us as being a “priesthood.” How are believers given a role similar to 

that of Old Testament priests? (Consider Romans 12:1 and Hebrew 13:15-16.) What is an example 

of a sacrifice of praise or thanksgiving that you could offer up to God from the past few days? 

4. In verses 9-10 Peter makes a contrast between unbelievers and those with faith in Jesus. What 

are the different ways that this contrast is described? How does remembering these differences 

encourage us in sharing our joy in God? 

5. In addition to the reasons given in verses 9-10, what other reasons might we have for 

“proclaiming the excellencies” of God? What is it that you want others to know about Jesus?  

6. Why might we be reserved in declaring our hope in the Gospel to others? What helps you 

overcome factors which cause you fear or hesitation to share the Gospel? How can we 

encourage each other to overcome these reservations and declare God’s excellencies to others?  

7. Read Neighborhood Church’s Vision Statement on the back. As we’ve gone through this series, 

what new insights have you gained? How has God spoken to you about your role in the 

Neighborhood Church family?  

Pray:  Pray that God would help us as a church to remain focused on praising His Name so that all 

may know the hope God has provided us in His Son. Pray specifically for those you know who do 

not yet know Jesus. Pray for an opportunity to tell them about the “excellencies of him who called 

you out of darkness.” 



1 Peter 2:4-10. 

4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and 

precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in 

Scripture: 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

    a cornerstone chosen and precious, 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone,” 

8 and 

“A stone of stumbling, 

    and a rock of offense.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that 

you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 

light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, 

but now you have received mercy.  (ESV) 

 

NCAC Vision Statement. 

We envision accomplishing this mission 

by growing a joy-driven, God-centered church family who, 

through the power of the Holy Spirit,  

are continually and passionately 

discovering, developing, displaying and declaring joy in God 

that all peoples might treasure Him above all things.  


