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Open:  What causes you to feel distant from people with whom you were once close? 

Read & Discuss:  John 15:1-11 

1. In this passage, Jesus speaks of the vine, the vinedresser, and a lot of branches. What is Jesus 

communicating when He calls Himself “the vine,” the Father “the vinedresser” and His 

followers “the branches”? 

2. Although Jesus clearly expects His followers to “bear fruit” (v. 2), here He does not command 

His followers to do this. Instead Jesus commands His followers to “abide in” Him (v. 4). Why? 

What does it mean to abide in Jesus? (See verses 9-10). What do you do specifically so that 

you continue to abide in Jesus? 

3. In verse 2, Jesus comments that branches which bear fruit are pruned so they might bear 

more fruit. How have you experienced God’s pruning in your own life? What were the results? 

Although pruning can be difficult at the time, what should be our attitude toward it? 

4. Why does Jesus tell His followers in verse 2 that they are “already…clean”? What does this tell 

us about their relationship with Jesus? Do you think that believers today may be tempted to 

try to make themselves clean through their own efforts rather than live as though they are 

already clean in Jesus? Explain.  

5. In verse 5, what does Jesus mean when He says that apart from Him we can do nothing? 

What sort of fruit does Jesus expect His followers to bear? (For example, see Matthew 3:8; 

Ephesians 5:9; Galatians 5:22-23.) How does fruit-bearing prove we’re Jesus’ disciples (v. 8)?  

6. Looking again at John 15:7-11, what are some of the spiritual blessings that result from 

abiding in Jesus? Suppose you were talking with a Christian friend who was drifting away 

from Jesus. How might you use truths from this passage to encourage him or her to return to 

a close relationship with Jesus? 

Apply: There are three categories of branches mentioned in this passage—those that bear no fruit, 

those that bear some fruit, and those that bear much fruit. Which type of branch are you? 

Why would you say this? If your assessment is accurate, what would Jesus tell you to do?  

Pray:   Ask God to cause you and your group to bear much fruit—all for the glory of God.  



John 15:1-11 

[1] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. [2] Every branch in me that does not bear fruit 

he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 

[3] Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you.  

[4] Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, 

neither can you, unless you abide in me. [5] I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in 

me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. [6] If anyone 

does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, 

thrown into the fire, and burned.  

[7] If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  

[8] By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.  

[9] As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. [10] If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide 

in his love. [11] These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may 

be full. (ESV) 


