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Open:  Share a personal example of a recent situation in which you wished for courage. 

Read:  Joshua 1:1-9 

Discuss:    

1. According to verses 1-2, how was Joshua’s life about to change as a result of Moses’ 

death? If you were Joshua, what how might you have felt at this time? 

2. In what ways would Joshua need to “be strong and courageous" as God commanded (vv. 

6-7)? What are some ways that obeying God today might require strength and courage?  

3. What assurances does God give to Joshua in verses 3-6 that should enable him to be 

“strong and courageous”? What are some promises that we have from God today that 

should cause us to have strength and courage? 

4. In verses 7-8, God gives very specific instructions to Joshua about his relationship to 

God's Word (the Law). How would you summarize God’s instructions to Joshua? In light of 

the previous patterns of Israel, why were these instructions necessary? 

5. How might Joshua be tempted to diverge from obedience to the commands and Law of 

God (v. 7)? What specifically helps you to walk on a path of obedience to God? 

6. What does it mean to meditate on God’s Word as verse 8 commands? As a group discuss 

what methods you have used to practice this spiritual discipline. What might help you to 

more consistently and effectively meditate on God’s Word? 

7. How are the promises of success and prosperity at the end of verse 8 intended specifically 

for Joshua? In what ways does God bless those who walk in obedience to Him today? 

Apply:  What Scripture can you memorize this week that will help you to meditate on God’s Word 

and remind you that you have good reason for taking courage in God? 

Pray:  Pray that God would grant courage as you pursue God’s purpose and ways. Ask God to 

help you to remember what you’ve read in His Word and to bring it to your mind often.  



Joshua 1:1-9 
  
[1] After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua the son of Nun, 

Moses' assistant, [2] “Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you and 

all this people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the people of Israel. [3] Every place that 

the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, just as I promised to Moses. [4] From the 

wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the 

Hittites to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun shall be your territory. [5] No man shall 

be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. 

I will not leave you or forsake you. [6] Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people to 

inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them. [7] Only be strong and very courageous, 

being careful to do according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn 

from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good success wherever you go. [8] This 

Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so 

that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your 

way prosperous, and then you will have good success. [9] Have I not commanded you? Be strong 

and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with 

you wherever you go.” (ESV) 

 


