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Open:  If you could hang out with any character from the Old Testament, who would it be? Why? 

Read:  Job 42:1-6 

Discuss:    

1. Spend a few minutes sharing what you remember about the story of Job leading up to 

this point. Skim chapters 38-41. Specifically, what is God’s point in these chapters? How is 

what Job says in 42:2 an appropriate response to his encounter with the Living God?  

2. Do you think the first and second lines of verse 2 are saying the same thing or something 

different? Explain. How should such truths help us get through trials and suffering? 

3. In verse 3, Job restates the question God asked him in 38:2 and 42:3. What do you think 

God means when he says that Job “hides counsel without knowledge?” (Consider looking 

these verses up in other Bible translations.) How might we question God’s wisdom today? 

4. How does Job’s response in the second half of verse 3 demonstrate humility toward God? 

How can we demonstrate humility before God when we find ourselves in trials and 

situations that we don’t understand? 

5. Verse 4 is a restatement of what God said to Job in 38:3 and 40:7. How might you put this 

in your own words? How would you feel if God said this to you after you questioned Him? 

When you imagine yourself encountering God, is this the sort of encounter you envision? 

6. What kind of transformation does Job experience in verse 5? What new things has God 

been revealing to you about Himself lately? How did this revelation occur?   

7. How would Job’s response in verse 6 be contrary to our culture today with regard to how 

we like to think of ourselves in our relationship with God? 

Apply:  Job’s experiences were difficult to say the least. How can what Job learned encourage us 

as we face current and future challenges? 

Pray:  Pray that God enables you to believe what He has declared to be true in a way that leads 

to worship at all times, even in the midst of turmoil. 



Job 42:1-6 

1 Then Job answered the LORD and said: 

 

2 “I know that you can do all things, 

    and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted. 

3 ‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’ 

  Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, 

    things too wonderful for me, which I did not know. 

4 ‘Hear, and I will speak; 

    I will question you, and you make it known to me.’ 

5 I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, 

    but now my eye sees you; 

6 therefore I despise myself, 

    and repent in dust and ashes.” (ESV) 

 


