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Open: How many hours a day would you say your life is centered on God?  

Read & Discuss: Mark 12:28-30 

1. How would you rephrase Jesus’ command to “love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with your mind and with all your strength” (v. 30) in your own words? In 

what way would obeying this command be the same as obeying the First Commandment, that 

we are to have no other gods before the Lord (Exodus 20:3)? 

2. According to verse 29, what did Israel need to remember about God? How would knowing 

these truths relate to having no other gods before the Lord? How did this prove to be difficult 

for the Israelites through the Old Testament? How is it difficult for us today? 

Read & Discuss: Hosea 14:1-9 

1. Hosea was a prophet called to marry a prostitute as a symbol of what Israel had done by 

turning to other gods. In verses 1-3, God is calling Israel to repent. What specific things does 

God want Israel to confess about themselves? To confess about their false gods? To confess 

about the true God? 

2. From verses 4-5a, how would you describe the heart of God toward the Israelites? Looking at 

verses 5b-7, how would you summarize what God desires for the Israelites?  

3. Given that in the book of Hosea, God has compared Israel to an unfaithful wife, how is God’s 

response in verses 4-7 surprising? How does this portrait of God motivate you to love Him 

more? How should love for God inspire obedience to all the commands of God? 

4. In verse 8, what does God tell the Israelites to remember when choosing between Him and 

other gods? What do we need to remember when we’re tempted to choose to put other 

things before Him? What can we do to help ourselves remember these things? 

5. Hosea concludes in verse 9 by challenging us with the truth that “whoever is wise” will choose 

to live in obedience to God. In what ways will doing this cause us to “flourish” (v. 7)? 

Apply: What specific things have you found to be helpful in increasing your love for God and desire to 

put Him at the center of all you do? What specific things could you do to increase your love for 

God even more?   

Pray:   Ask God to cause your love for Him to increase       

abundantly so that you have no other gods before Him. 



Mark 12:28-30 

 
[28] And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he 

answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most important of all?” [29] Jesus 

answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. [30] And you shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all 

your strength.’” (ESV) 

 

Hosea 14:1-9 

 

 [1] Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God, 

  for you have stumbled because of your iniquity. 

 [2] Take with you words and return to the LORD; say to him, 

  “Take away all iniquity; accept what is good, 

  and we will pay with bulls the vows of our lips. 

 [3] Assyria shall not save us; we will not ride on horses; 

  and we will say no more, ‘Our God,’ 

  to the work of our hands. In you the orphan finds mercy.” 

  

 [4] I will heal their apostasy; 

  I will love them freely, 

  for my anger has turned from them. 

 [5] I will be like the dew to Israel; 

  he shall blossom like the lily; 

  he shall take root like the trees of Lebanon; 

 [6] his shoots shall spread out; 

  his beauty shall be like the olive, 

  and his fragrance like Lebanon. 

 [7] They shall return and dwell beneath my shadow; 

  they shall flourish like the grain; 

  they shall blossom like the vine; 

  their fame shall be like the wine of Lebanon. 

  

 [8] O Ephraim, what have I to do with idols? It is I who answer and look after you. 

  I am like an evergreen cypress; from me comes your fruit. 

  

 [9] Whoever is wise, let him understand these things; 

   whoever is discerning, let him know them; 

  for the ways of the LORD are right, 

   and the upright walk in them,  

but transgressors stumble in them. (ESV) 


