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Open: What are socially acceptable ways in which we may diminish or demean others? 

Read & Discuss: 

1. Read Genesis 1:26-28.  From this text, how would you describe what makes mankind unique in 

creation? Using these verses, how would you explain why it’s wrong to murder? 

2. Read Romans 12:14-21.  List all the ways Paul tells us to respond to those whom we might have 

something against. How might you summarize the common theme among this list of 

commands? Which of these commands have you found most difficult to obey? Why do you 

think you find this difficult? What needs to happen to overcome this difficulty? 

3. Verse 19 provides a reason for obeying these commands. How would you restate this truth in 

your own words? How does this truth motivate you to obey the commands in this passage? 

4. Read Matthew 5:21-24. In verses 21-22, what feelings and actions does Jesus condemn? In 

light of what we’ve observed in the other passages we’ve looked at so far, how would you 

explain why these things are wrong? 

5. Verses 23-24 take things a step further to consider not only your anger at others, but others’ 

anger towards you. What does this tell us about the importance God places on our 

relationships—especially with other believers? In what situations would we need to do what 

Jesus prescribes here?  

6. Read Luke 6:32-36. Here Jesus points out that loving only those who do good to us does not 

lead to any spiritual benefit. However, what spiritual benefits might we expect when we do love 

our enemies (v. 35)? How does loving our enemies reflect the character of God (vv. 35-36)? 

Have you seen or experienced examples in which loving those you did not get along with has 

created opportunities to share the Gospel? Explain.  

7. The sixth commandment in Exodus 20:13 reads, “You shall not murder.” Given what we’ve seen 

of God’s desire for our relationships, how would you summarize the heart of this command? 

Apply: Is there someone for whom you need to ask God to overcome your negative feelings? How 

could you show love to that person this week?    

Pray:   Pray for God to help you love all others—even, or 

especially, those with whom you have tension. 



Genesis 1:26-28 
[26] Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion 

over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth 

and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
 

 [27] So God created man in his own image, 

  in the image of God he created him; 

  male and female he created them. 
  

[28] And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 

subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 

every living thing that moves on the earth.” (ESV) 

 

Romans 12:14-21 
[14] Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. [15] Rejoice with those who rejoice, 

weep with those who weep. [16] Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate 

with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. [17] Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do 

what is honorable in the sight of all. [18] If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 

[19] Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is 

mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” [20] To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, 

give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” [21] Do not be 

overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (ESV) 

 

Matthew 5:21-24 
[21] “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will 

be liable to judgment.’ [22] But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to 

judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be 

liable to the hell of fire. [23] So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your 

brother has something against you, [24] leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled 

to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. (ESV)  

 

Luke 6:32-36 
 [32] “If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those who  

love them. [33]And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For  

even sinners do the same. [34] And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what  

credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. [35] But love your  

enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and 

you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36 Be merciful,  

even as your Father is merciful.  (ESV) 


