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Open:   What are some character qualities that you wish you had more of? Why?  

Read:   2 Peter 1:1-15, paying special attention to verses 5-11. 

Discuss: 

1. How does the list in verses 5-7 compare and contrast with Paul’s list of the fruit of the Spirit 

in Galatians 5:22-23? What does this tell us about the connection between our efforts and the 

Spirit’s work in bringing these about in our lives?  

2. According to verse 8, the development of the qualities in the believer listed in verses 5-7 

prevents him or her from being “ineffective” and “unfruitful” in their relationship with Christ. 

How would you describe an effective Christian? What most immediately comes to mind when 

you think about the characteristics of a fruitful Christian? 

3. How does the absence of these qualities mentioned in verses 5-7 reveal a spiritual blindness 

or amnesia (v. 9)? Have you ever experienced spiritual blindness or amnesia? Explain. 

4. How does practicing the qualities of verses 5-7 serve to confirm our “calling and election” (v. 

10)? If we cannot lose our salvation, how would you explain the need to “confirm our 

salvation” (v. 10)? What has helped you grow in the assurance of your salvation? How would 

you advise a person who is struggling to be sure that God has saved them? 

5. Peter assures his readers that the practice of these qualities will keep them from falling. Read 

James 3:2 to see how this same word is translated there. Why do you think these attributes 

enable a person to avoid falling in this way? Can you recall a time when one of these 

characteristics helped you to remain strong? Share it with your group. 

6. Peter speaks of these qualities as contributing to a “richly provided” entrance into the 

kingdom of our Lord (v. 11). How might 1 Corinthians 3:10-15 illustrate such a richly provided 

entrance as opposed to one that was not?  

Apply:  What stands out to you from this passage as something you feel you should work on? What 

will you do about it?  

Pray:  Thank God for the growth you have experienced up to this point in your Christian life. Pray 

He would help you to gladly cooperate with him in further developing these qualities of faith.  



 

2 Peter 1:1-15 

[1] Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained a faith of equal 

standing with ours by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: 

[2] May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 

[3] His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 

knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, [4] by which he has granted to us 

his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the 

divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.  

[5] For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with 

knowledge, [6] and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and 

steadfastness with godliness, [7] and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with 

love. [8] For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or 

unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. [9] For whoever lacks these qualities is so 

nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins.  

[10] Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you 

practice these qualities you will never fall. [11] For in this way there will be richly provided for you an 

entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

[12] Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and are 

established in the truth that you have. [13] I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up 

by way of reminder, [14] since I know that the putting off of my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus 

Christ made clear to me. [15] And I will make every effort so that after my departure you may be 

able at any time to recall these things. (ESV) 

 

Galatians 5:22-23  

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. (ESV) 

 

1 Corinthians 3:10-15 

10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and 

someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. 11 For no one can lay 

a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the 

foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 13 each one's work will become 

manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort 

of work each one has done. 14 If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will 

receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, 

but only as through fire. (ESV) 


