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Open:  In John 16, Jesus knows that he will die in less than 24 hours. What might you tell your family 

and friends if you knew you only had a very short time left to live?  

Read: John 16:1-11 

Discuss: 

1. In verse 4b, Jesus indicates that he just told his disciples something that he had been 

withholding from them. Looking at 16:1-4a, what things had Jesus not told his disciples earlier? 

Why might Jesus have kept this information from them? 

2. Why is Jesus telling them these things now (vv. 1-4a)? How would it have helped the disciples 

to know these things after his departure? In what way should we be ready for similar things?  

3. In verse 5, Jesus mentions that none of his disciples asked where he was going. Why do you 

think none of them asked? (See John 14:1-6, 12, 26.) In John 14:1-6, what promises did Jesus 

offer his followers? How should these promises affect our lives—especially when life is hard? 

4. What are some of the reasons the disciples would have been sorrowful about Jesus’ departure 

(v. 6)? Do you sometimes think life would be easier if Jesus were here now? Explain. 

5. Jesus assures his disciples that his departure is really to their “advantage” because his 

replacement will be the Holy Spirit (v. 7). What are some advantages the Holy Spirit provides 

for Jesus’ followers? Which of these advantages have been especially important to you? Why? 

6. John 16:8-11 describe how the Holy Spirit will convict the world of sin, righteousness and 

judgment. What does it mean to be “convicted” of something? In what sense does the Holy 

Spirit convict the world of each of these—sin, righteousness and judgment? 

7. How would you put verses 9-11 in your own words so that a new believer might understand 

what Jesus meant? How would a good Gospel presentation incorporate each of these aspects 

of conviction?  

Apply:  What response might Jesus have expected from his disciples to what he told them in John 

16:1-11? What response might he expect of us? How will that affect your life this week? 

Pray:  Pray that we would be a church family who gladly walk in the power of the Holy Spirit.  



John 16:1-11. 

1 “I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away.2 They will put you out of the 

synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to 

God. 3 And they will do these things because they have not known the Father, nor me. 4 But I have said 

these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that I told them to you. 

“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5 But now I am going to 

him who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 But because I have said these 

things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage 

that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to 

you. 8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and 

judgment: 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 concerning righteousness, because I 

go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; 11 concerning judgment, because the ruler of this 

world is judged. (ESV) 

 

John 14:1-6. 

1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.2 In my Father's house are many 

rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be 

also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.”5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know 

where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, 

and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  (ESV)  

 


