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Open: What are some examples of people, groups or things in this world that you would call 

“mighty”? Why would you call them “mighty”? 

Read & Discuss:  Luke 5:17-26. 

1. What demonstrations of Jesus’ power and authority do you see in this passage? What might 

have led so many people to crowd around Jesus on this occasion (v. 19)?   

2. Jesus’ power over the natural realm is seen in Him performing a miracle of healing (v. 25). 

Imagine a world in which Jesus did not have power over the natural realm. What would that 

mean for us? How does the fact that Jesus does have power over the natural realm bring you 

comfort and confidence? 

3. In proclaiming this man forgiven, Jesus claims authority over sin (v. 20). Imagine a world in 

which Jesus did not have authority over sin. What would that mean for us? What kept some of 

the observers of these events from believing Jesus had authority over sin (v. 22)? What keeps 

people from believing this today?  

4. How would you describe the faith of those who brought this man to Jesus (vv. 18-19)? Why 

would Jesus have been pleased with their faith (v. 20)? If you were to tell a new believer what it 

should mean to them that Jesus has the power displayed in this passage, what would you say? 

Read & Discuss:  Mark 1:21-28. 

5. What demonstrations of Jesus’ power do you see in this passage? Imagine a world in which 

Jesus did not have power over the spiritual realm (v. 26). What would that mean for us? How 

does the knowledge that Jesus has power over the spiritual realm shape your daily life? 

6. What responses do you see in those who witnessed these events (as seen in Luke 5:25-26 and 

Mark 1:27-28)? Over time, it can become easy for us to lose our sense of amazement at Jesus’ 

power. How can we maintain in our hearts the spirit that we see in the people who saw Jesus 

perform these two demonstrations of power? 

Application:  What specific needs in your life right now could be resolved by Jesus’ power? How 

should these truths about Jesus shape how you think and act regarding this need?   

Prayer:  Take some time to praise Jesus, our Mighty God. Present your requests before Him in faith. 

Pray that many in our community would come to know Jesus this Christmas season.   



Luke 5:17-26. 

17 On one of those days, as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there, who 

had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was 

with him to heal.  

18 And behold, some men were bringing on a bed a man who was paralyzed, and they were seeking to 

bring him in and lay him before Jesus, 19 but finding no way to bring him in, because of the crowd, 

they went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the midst before Jesus.  

20 And when he saw their faith, he said, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.” 21 And the scribes and the 

Pharisees began to question, saying, “Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but 

God alone?” 22 When Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answered them, “Why do you question in your 

hearts? 23 Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 24 But that you 

may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the man who was 

paralyzed—“I say to you, rise, pick up your bed and go home.” 

 25 And immediately he rose up before them and picked up what he had been lying on and went 

home, glorifying God. 26 And amazement seized them all, and they glorified God and were filled with 

awe, saying, “We have seen extraordinary things today.” (ESV) 

 

Mark 1:21-28. 

21 And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered the synagogue and 

was teaching. 22 And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had 

authority, and not as the scribes. 23 And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an 

unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24 “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 

destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.”  

25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing 

him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. 27 And they were all amazed, so that they 

questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands 

even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28 And at once his fame spread everywhere throughout 

all the surrounding region of Galilee. (ESV) 

 

 


