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Open:  When you think of a perfect father, what characteristics come to mind? 

Background:  The third name Isaiah says the Messiah shall be called is “Everlasting Father,” which tells 

us that the Messiah (Jesus Christ, God the Son) will be father-like in the way that He treats His people. 

What’s more, we can count on Him to treat us as a perfect father would forever.  

Jesus shows compassion toward us as a good father would. 

“As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear 

him.” (Psalm 103:13) 

“And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming 

the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction.  When he saw the 

crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 

shepherd.” (Matthew 9:35-36) 

1. Psalm 103:13 identifies compassion as a father-like characteristic. Why is compassion an 

important characteristic of a good father? 

2. How do Jesus’ actions in Matthew 9:35-36 demonstrate compassion? What are some other 

examples in Scripture of ways Jesus showed compassion as a father would? How has Jesus 

shown fatherly compassion in your own life?  

Jesus knows us as a good father would. 

“For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust.” (Psalm 103:14) 

“I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me…” (John 10:14) 

3. Why is it important for a father to know his children? More specifically, have you seen evidence 

of its importance in your own family? Explain. 

4. These verses speak of God generally and Jesus specifically knowing us. What does it mean that 

Jesus knows us? How do you respond to the fact that Jesus knows everything about you? 

Jesus provides for us as a good father would. 

“He will tend his flock like a shepherd…” (Isaiah 40:11a)      



“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it 

abundantly. I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” (John 

10:10-11) 

5. How is shepherd’s care for his sheep similar to the way that a father cares for his children? How 

does Jesus do these things for us? 

6. Jesus says that He came that we might have life “abundantly.” How does Jesus provide us with 

life “abundantly” in the way that a father might?  

Jesus protects us as a good father would. 

“…he will gather the lambs in his arms…” (Isaiah 40:11b) 

“ I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My 

Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the 

Father's hand.” (John 10:28-29) 

7. What are some ways a father protects his children? In what ways does Jesus do this for us? 

What happens when a father fails in his responsibility to protect his children?  

8. Jesus says in John 10:29 that no one can snatch us from “the Father’s hand.” What are some 

ways that the enemy can threaten our sense of security in our relationship with God? How 

specifically does Jesus protect us from these threats? 

Jesus leads us as a good father would. 

“…he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.” (Isa. 40:11c) 

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.” (John 10:27) 

9. Why is it important for a parent-child relationship to be one of a leader-follower? If we’re 

going to follow Jesus, what does this require on our part? 

10. How have you experienced Jesus’ fatherly leading in your own life? Where has He been leading 

you recently?  

Application:  Though we might not often think of Jesus as a father to us, how are you thankful for the 

way in which He treats us in a father-like manner? Where in your life are you in need of Jesus’ 

father-like help?    

Prayer:  Pray for Jesus’ help in those areas just mentioned.    


