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How to Pray for the Church
May 15, 2022

Open: When you pray for your church, what sorts of things do you pray for?
Read & Discuss: Colossians 1:9-12
1. When Paul says he had not ceased praying for the Colossian church, what do you think he
meant? (See also 1 Thess. 5:17.) What may have motivated Paul to pray in this way?
2. The first part of Paul’s prayer is that these believers would “be filled with the knowledge of
[God’s] will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding” (v. 9). What word or words would you
use to summarize this idea? How might spiritual wisdom and understanding differ from human
wisdom and understanding?
3. The end goal of being filled with spiritual wisdom is that believers “walk in a manner worthy of
the Lord” (v. 10a). What do you think might be key components of walking in a manner worthy
of the Lord? How do you manage to stay focused on this goal as you live out the Christian life?
4. Paul prays that the Colossian church will bear fruit “in every good work” (v. 10b). How would
this be the natural result of the progression outlined in Paul’s prayer so far? How might we
assess whether or not we—individually and as a church—are bearing fruit in this way?
5. One characteristic of walking in a manner worthy of the Lord is an increase “in the knowledge
of God” (v. 10c). Do you think Paul is referring to knowing God relationally or knowing about
God? Explain your answer. How might being filled with spiritual wisdom contribute to an
increase in our knowledge of God?
6. What does verse 11 tell us about how Paul pictures the Christian life? If we were not able to
count on “being strengthened with [God’s] power,” what would the Christian life be like? Why
is it important to ask that God strengthen us with power in our prayers for the church?
7. Paul desires that gratitude to God would be a significant dimension of the lives of these
believers (v. 12). How might the previous parts of Paul’s prayer serve as fuel for such gratitude?
What has helped you to be thankful to God when you think of His Church?
Apply: From Paul’s prayer here, how are you challenged to pray for the church in new ways?
Pray: Pray for each other—and for our church—along the lines of Paul’s prayer in these verses.

Colossians 1:9-12
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And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with
the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,
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so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work
and increasing in the knowledge of God;
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being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience
with joy;
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giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.
(ESV)

