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Open:   What do believers in Christ share in common?  

Read & Discuss:  1 Corinthians 12:1-11. 

1. Looking at verses 1-3, what seems to have been the problem in the Corinthian church that Paul 

needed to address? What does Paul want them to understand and why? 

2. What words are repeated in verses 4-11? In light of the repetition of these words, how would 

you summarize Paul’s point in these verses? 

Read & Discuss:  1 Corinthians 12:12-26. 

3. Paul compares the church to a body (v. 12). How is this analogy helpful to an understanding of 

spiritual gifts? How would you advise a believer who was unsure what role he or she should 

have in the church? 

4. Regarding spiritual gifts, why might some Christians feel unimportant or envious of others (vv. 

15-20)? Have you ever felt this way? Explain. Why might Satan delight when someone feels this 

way? What does Paul point out in this passage that such a person needs to remember? 

5. What might make some Christians feel that they are not in need of certain others in their 

church family (v. 21)? Why might Satan delight when a believer takes such a view? What truths 

does Paul point out in this passage that such a person needs to remember (vv. 22-24)? 

6. In verses 25-26, Paul describes things that should be true of us if we really believe our church is 

one body. Give some practical examples of what each of these actions might look like in our 

church.  If we realize that we’re not prone to the response that Paul calls for in verses 25-26, 

how should we start to address this sin in our hearts? 

Apply:  In light of Paul’s teaching here, how can each of us play a part in working to avoid division 

and build unity within our church?   

Pray:  Ask God to be at work to increase unity within our church and not allow differences to divide. 



1 Corinthians 12:1-26. 

[1] Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. [2] You know that 

when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were led. [3] Therefore I want 

you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one 

can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. 

 
[4] Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; [5] and there are varieties of service, but the 

same Lord; [6] and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in 

everyone. [7] To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. [8] For to one is 

given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge 

according to the same Spirit, [9] to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the 

one Spirit, [10] to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to 

distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 

tongues. [11] All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one 

individually as he wills. 

 
[12] For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 

many, are one body, so it is with Christ. [13] For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews 

or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 

 
[14] For the body does not consist of one member but of many. [15] If the foot should say, “Because I am 

not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. [16] And if 

the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any 

less a part of the body. [17] If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the 

whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? [18] But as it is, God arranged the 

members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. [19] If all were a single member, where would the 

body be? [20] As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 

 
[21] The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no 

need of you.” [22] On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, [23] 

and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our 

unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, [24] which our more presentable parts do not 

require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, [25] that 

there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 
[26] If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. (ESV) 


