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The Gospel According to Isaiah 
NCAC Adult Sunday School Fall 2010 

Week 1/Chapter 1: Introduction to Isaiah 

 

 

 “The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, 

Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.” (Isaiah 1:1) 

 

What?  “The vision…which he saw…” Isaiah had a clear revelation from God. He saw things that 

cannot normally be seen, and he learned truths that only God can reveal. The word 

“vision” is singular, but this book is most likely a collection of Isaiah’s messages over 

time which provides a God-centered way of seeing, thinking, and living. 

 

Of Whom? “…of Isaiah the son of Amoz…” According to tradition, Amoz was a brother of Amaziah, 

who was the king of Judah prior to Uzziah. If true, this would have made Isaiah a 

member of the royal family. Isaiah was married to a prophetess and had two sons (7:3; 

8:3, 18). Isaiah’s name means “God saves” or “Yahweh is salvation.” 

 

For Whom? “…concerning Judah and Jerusalem…” Following the division of Israel after the reign of 

Solomon, the Southern Kingdom became known as Judah. Jerusalem was its capital. 

Isaiah’s message was targeted at the people of Judah, but his vision still has lessons for 

us, for the Church, and for the world today. 
 

Map of the Near 

East in the time of 

Isaiah (740BC). 

Assyria had become 

a growing threat to 

the region.  

In 722BC, Israel 

(the Northern 

Kingdom) would 

fall to Assyria, with 

Judah only 

narrowly escaping 

destruction. 

Later, in 606BC, 

years after Isaiah’s 

ministry, Assyria 

was in turn 

overtaken by the 

Babylonians, who 

in 586BC did defeat 

Judah and destroy 

Jerusalem. 
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When? “…in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.” Isaiah prophesied during 

the reigns of four kings: 

 Uzziah (767-740BC): A generally good king who reigned over years of prosperity. 

However, their material prosperity was accompanied by hollow religion. After an 

act of disobedience in the temple, Uzziah was struck with leprosy and his son 

became ruler. Toward the end of his reign, God’s blessings on Judah began to fade. 

 Jotham (750-735BC): Though somewhat faithful to God personally, he allowed 

the people to worship other gods and to live in disobedience. His primary concern 

seemed to be preserving Judah’s prosperity, and he often dismissed Isaiah’s 

warnings. In the end, Jotham’s reign just brought Judah closer to judgment. 

 Ahaz (735-715BC): An ungodly king. When faced with the growing military 

threat of surrounding nations, Ahaz rejected Isaiah’s advice to trust God and 

instead formed an alliance with Assyria. As a result, Judah came under such heavy 

Assyrian influence that sacrifices to Assyrian gods were made in God’s temple. 

 Hezekiah (715-687BC): Unlike his father, Hezekiah respected both God and 

Isaiah. He banned idolatry and sought to cleanse the temple. At one point 

Hezekiah fell deathly ill, but God graciously extended his life for 15 years.   

 

 

Why? Isaiah was sent to remind a forgetful nation about who God really was. His purpose 

was to call people to repentance, knowing that only a small remnant would actually 

do so. Still, Isaiah’s messages would influence Judah through over 50 years of crisis.  

 

In his messages, Isaiah continually pointed to a God who saves sinners who respond 

to Him in repentance and faith, a truth that would only become fully understood with 

the appearance of Christ centuries later. 

 

Yet even today, Isaiah’s words continue to both warn and comfort God’s people in 

their daily lives. Isaiah continually challenges us to center our lives around a gracious 

God, who always reigns supreme and who does everything for His glory and honor. 
 

 
 Note:  The map on the previous page and the above chart are from The ESV Study Bible, © 2008 by Crossway Bibles. 
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Chapter 1 not only introduces the book of Isaiah, but also summarizes its key themes: 

1:1-17, 21-23. The case against Jerusalem. 

1:18-20. God’s invitation to repentance. 

1:24-31. The prediction of both judgment and salvation. 
 

 
1:1-17, 21-23. The case against Jerusalem. The book begins as though we are in a courtroom with 

God calling two witnesses (heaven and earth) who observed God’s initial covenant with the 

Israelites (see Deuteronomy 30:19) to now hear God’s case against the people of Judah. 

 

They have rebelled against and neglected God. (1:2-4). God’s people make animals look 

intelligent, since even animals know to go to their masters who provide for them. 

 

 

   

Their land is full of corruption and injustice. (1:4, 16-17, 21-23). God’s people are living 

contrary to God’s commands. In abandoning God, they are committing spiritual adultery. 

 

Notice how God’s people are described: “offspring of evildoers” (1:4);  

“people of Gomorrah” (1:10); “a whore” (1:21). 

 

 

  

 Their worship of God is insincere (1:11-15). All the rituals described in these verses have 

been commanded by God, yet God declares His disgust for the “worship” of those who 

continue to live in sin. Our lives demonstrate what we really think of God. 

 

Notice how God describes His feelings regarding their worship: 

 “vain,” “an abomination to me,” “I cannot endure” (1:13); “my soul hates,” “a burden to me,”     

“I am weary of bearing them (1:14); “I will hide my eyes from you” (1:15). 

 

 

 

1:18-20. God’s invitation to repentance. Despite his clear case against Jerusalem, God reveals that 

He has a plan for Jerusalem that involves redemption. 

 

“What is conviction of sin? It is not the oppressive spirit of uncertainty or paralyzing guilt feelings. Conviction of sin is 

the lance of the divine Surgeon piercing the infected soul, releasing the pressure, letting the infection pour out. 

Conviction of sin is a life-giving injury. Conviction is the Holy Spirit being kind to us…”  (Ray Ortlund) 

 

God’s heart and desire. (1:18) God is ready to meet His people with grace. He can hurt, but 

He’d rather heal. 
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God’s promise for those who repent. (1:19) God is asking for a decision. Those who  

turn to Him in repentance will find forgiveness and redemption. 

 

   

God’s promise for those who rebel. (1:20) For rebels, God gives a guarantee of destruction. 

 

 

 

1:24-31. The prediction of both judgment and salvation. God’s purposes will be achieved, but He 

makes it clear that not everyone in Jerusalem will share the same future. 

 

 God’s plans for Jerusalem (1:24-25): “Therefore…” God will turn His hand against Jerusalem, 

which will result in both purification and restoration. 

 

 

 The result for those who respond in repentance (1:26-27): Redemption—at a cost. 

 

 

 The result for those who persist in rebellion (1:28-31). Shame and judgment. 

 

 

 

Discussion Questions:  

 

1. How would you summarize Isaiah’s message in Chapter 1? 

2. What does this passage tell us about God, especially about His character and desires? 

3. What questions should we be asking ourselves as result of this passage? 

4. What attitudes should we have and what actions should we take as a result of this study?  

Note: All Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV), © 2001 by Crossway Bibles.  


