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The Unveiling of the Kingdom of God 

NCAC Winter 2011 Adult Sunday School Class 

 

Lesson 7 Notes Handout:  The Mystery of the Kingdom of God 

 

Lesson 6 Review: 

1. Explored the possibilities that arise with the prospect of bringing the future into the 

present. 

2. Considered the connection of the person of Jesus to the Future Age to Come and the 

Kingdom of God. 

3. Reflected on the significance of the in-breaking of the Kingdom of God into the Present 

Evil Age for the follower of Jesus today. 

 

Lesson 7 Summary: 

1. Explore how expectations about the Kingdom of God influenced how people related to 

Jesus' life and teachings. 

2. Examine what is meant by the Mystery of the Kingdom of God. 

3. Envision how the Kingdom of God as both already present but not yet come in the final 

consummation might influence how we engage with society around us. 

 

1. Explore how expectations about the Kingdom of God influenced how people related to 

Jesus' life and teachings  

 

Daniel 2:37-45 You, O king, the king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the 

kingdom, the power, and the might, and the glory, 38 . . .you are the head of gold. 39 

Another kingdom inferior to you shall arise after you, and yet a third kingdom of bronze, 

which shall rule over all the earth. 40 And there shall be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron, 

because iron breaks to pieces and shatters all things. And like iron that crushes, it shall 

break and crush all these. 41 And as you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter’s clay and 

partly of iron, it shall be a divided kingdom, . . . they will mix with one another in 

marriage, but they will not hold together, just as iron does not mix with clay. 44 And in 

the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be 

destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. It shall break in pieces all 

these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever, 45 just as you saw 

that a stone was cut from a mountain by no human hand, and that it broke in pieces the 

iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold. A great God has made known to the 

king what shall be after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation sure.” 
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1.a Select a significant event or development in your own life where things did not go as 

you had expected, either positively or negatively.  Reflect on how you responded to the 

unexpected turn of events.  How was your response shaped by your own expectations?  

How do you imagine your response would have been different if you had expected it? 

 

 

 

1.b Identify expectations some people had about the coming of the Kingdom of God 

reflected in the following passages: 

 

Luke 17:20–21 Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he 

answered them, “The kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be observed, 21 nor 

will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the 

midst of you.” 

 

Luke 19:11 As they heard these things, he proceeded to tell a parable, because he was 

near to Jerusalem, and because they supposed that the kingdom of God was to appear 

immediately. 

 

Acts 1:4–6 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, 

but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John 

baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 

now.” 6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

 

 

 

 

1.c. Read Matthew 11:2-3.  What could possibly have caused John the Baptist to doubt 

that Jesus was the long-expected Messiah? 

 

Matthew 11:2–3 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent 

word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we 

look for another?” 
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2. Examine what is meant by the Mystery of the Kingdom of God. 

 

Mark 4:10–12 And when he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked him 

about the parables. 11 And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the 

kingdom of God, but for those outside everything is in parables, 12 so that “they may 

indeed see but not perceive, and may indeed hear but not understand, lest they should 

turn and be forgiven.” (see also Matt 13:11; Lk 8:10) 

 

2.a. Older English Bibles translate the Greek word mysterion (μυστήριον) in Mark 4:11 as 

"mystery" (NASB, KJV, RSV) whereas most newer ones have adopted the word 

"secret" (ESV, NIV, NLT).  How might these two different translations affect how 

one thinks about the nature of the kingdom of God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.b. Many scholars believe Jesus' use of the word mystery reflects the use the word in 

Daniel 2 where Daniel interprets King Nebuchadnezzar's dream. 

 

Daniel 2:19, 28-30 Then the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision of the night. 

Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven. . . . "but there is a God in heaven who reveals 

mysteries, and he has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter 

days. . . . and he who reveals mysteries made known to you what is to be. 30 But as for 

me, this mystery has been revealed to me, not because of any wisdom that I have more 

than all the living, but in order that the interpretation may be made known to the king, 

and that you may know the thoughts of your mind. 

 

 Underline the verb that is repeatedly used in connection with mystery in Daniel 2.  

What does this imply about a general definition of the word "mystery?"  What does it 

imply about the "mystery of the kingdom of God?" 
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2.c. Jesus often used parables to counter wrong expectations about nature of the Kingdom 

of God.  Summarize what is being said about the Kingdom of God in each of the 

following parables that was unexpected by most Jews at the time. 

 

Matthew 13:24–30:  The Parable of the Weeds & the Wheat 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

Matthew 13:31–33:  The Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Leaven 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

Matt 13:44-46:  The Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

Matt 13:3-9:  The Parable of the Sower 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

 

Defining the Mystery of the Kingdom of God: 

 

The mystery or secret of the Kingdom of God is multi-faceted (hence "secrets" in 

Matthew and Luke).  But in the main each facet primarily illustrates and develops a key 

to understanding the Kingdom of God in relation to the person of Jesus. 

 

Ladd states that the Mystery of the Kingdom is that "the Kingdom which is to come 

finally in apocalyptic power, as foreseen in Daniel, has in fact entered into the world in 
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advance in a hidden form to work secretly within and among men." (The Presence of the 

Future, 225). 

 

"It was all but impossible for Jews nurtured in the expectation of the kingdom of God 

manifest in a revelation of the almighty King of creation working in and through his 

powerful representative, the Messiah, to identify those expectations with what Jesus was 

doing. . ."  (Beasley-Murray, Jesus and the Kingdom of God, 124)  

 

 

3. Envision how the Kingdom of God as both already present but not yet come in the final 

consummation might influence how we engage with society around us. 

 

Inaugurated Eschatology is a common phrase used to describe the idea that the long 

anticipated Kingdom of God has really come in the person of Jesus even though it is still 

to come in the fullness of its final consummation.  The coming of the kingdom of God is 

experienced as both the already and the not yet. 

 

Russell Moore, of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary comments in The Kingdom of 

Christ that the emerging evangelical consensus toward a kingdom-oriented eschatology 

should promote social and political engagement that is not prone to either the error of 

utopian schemes (secular or religious) or the error of apocalyptic pessimism (secular or 

religious).   

 

"In short the commitment to an "already" of the Kingdom protects against an other-

worldly flight from political social responsibility while the "not yet" chastens the 

prospects of such activity. 

 

3.a. How does our discussion of the nature of the "already" aspect of the Kingdom of God 

in Jesus keep us from neglecting political and social responsibilities as followers of the 

Lord Jesus Christ? 

 

 

 

 

3.b. How do our previous discussions about the "not yet" aspect of the Kingdom of God 

temper expectations about the transformative impact believers will have on society in 

the present age. 

 

 

 

 

All Scripture Quotations from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version unless otherwise noted. 


