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The Unveiling of the Kingdom of God 

NCAC Winter 2011 Adult Sunday School Class 

 

Lesson 8 Notes Handout:  The Church and the Kingdom of God 

 

Lesson 7 Review: 

1. Explored how expectations about the Kingdom of God influenced how people related to 

Jesus' life and teachings. 

2. Examined what is meant by the Mystery of the Kingdom of God. 

3. Envisioned how the Kingdom of God as both already present but not yet come in the 

final consummation might influence how we engage with society around us. 

 

Lesson 8 Summary: 

1. Review the definition of the "good news" of the Kingdom of God 

2. Determine how the Church is an agent of the Kingdom of God 

3. Consider how the Church is a sign of the Kingdom of God 

4. Address the significance of a believer's commitment to the Church as a community 

 

1. Review the definition of the "good news" of the Kingdom of God 

 

We started the class developing a biblical notion of the Kingdom of God.  We said in its 

foundational sense the kingdom of God is "_____________________" 

 

In connection with humanity being "made in God's image" we concluded that God 

purposed for them to have a representative function of ruling on the earth as God's 

designated vice-regents. 

 

"Human beings are created as rulers of the earth, representing the mighty name of God 

throughout the world." Stephen Dempster, Dominion and Dynasty, 61-62. 

 

1.a. Recall three things associated with the present age in the following passage that are to 

be destroyed by Christ. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:17, 22–26 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you 

are still in your sins. . . . 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made 

alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who 

belong to Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the 

Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 25 For he must reign 

until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
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1.  

2.  

3.  

 

A summary of the good news of the Kingdom of God in connection with the person of 

Jesus Christ: 

 

The good news (gospel) of the Kingdom of God is that God is now acting among men to 

deliver them from bondage to sin, Satan and death.  It is the announcement that God, in 

the person of Christ is attacking the very kingdom of Satan himself. 

 

In lesson 6 we compared this good news of the Kingdom of God to the good news Paul 

speaks of in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4.  We said they are related because it is the in his life, 

death, and resurrection that Christ defeats his enemies and bring others into the blessings 

of the Kingdom of God. 

 

2. Determine how the Church is an agent of the Kingdom of God 

 

2.a. Examine how the following passages relate the mission of the followers of Jesus to the 

ministry of Jesus himself.  What language links the passages to one another? 

 

Matthew 4:23 And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 

proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction 

among the people. 

 

Luke 10:1, 9 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of 

him, two by two, into every town and place where he himself was about to go. . . .9 Heal 

the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ (see also 

Matthew 10:5–8) 

 

Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole 

world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 

 

Matthew 28:18–20 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to 

observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of 

the age.” 

 

 



3 

 

2.b. Underline what the early evangelists of the church focused their message on as 

described in the following passages. 

 

Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of 

God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 

 

Acts 19:8 And he entered the synagogue and for three months spoke boldly, reasoning 

and persuading them about the kingdom of God. 

 

Acts 20:25 And now, behold, I know that none of you among whom I have gone about 

proclaiming the kingdom will see my face again. 

 

Acts 28:23, 30-31 From morning till evening he expounded to them, testifying to the 

kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus both from the Law of Moses 

and from the Prophets. . . .30 He lived there two whole years at his own expense, and 

welcomed all who came to him, 31 proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about 

the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance. 

 

2.c. Summarize how the Church is actively engaged in Christ's defeat of his enemies—sin, 

Satan, and death, in connection with Mark 4:23 (above) and the "good news" of the 

Kingdom of God as defined above in 1.a. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Consider how the Church is a sign of the Kingdom of God 

 

3.a. What is the purpose of road signs? 

 

What does Paul say functions as a "road sign" in Philippians 1:27-28? 

 

Philippians 1:27–28 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so 

that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing 

firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28 and 

not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their 

destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. (see also 2 Thes 1:3-5) 
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3.a. In the passages below  

1) Circle phrases that describe what the community of believers is and  

 

2) Underline phrases that indicate what the community does.  

 

Ephesians 2:19–22 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 

citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation 

of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the 

whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him 

you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

 

Ephesians 4:1–6 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner 

worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, 

with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit 

in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the 

one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and 

Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

 

1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 

own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 

darkness into his marvelous light. 

 

 

 

 How might the N.T. emphasis on the community/unity of believers as fellow citizens in 

the kingdom of God and members of the household of God be connected to the "good 

news" of the Kingdom of God which the Church proclaims? 
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4. Address the significance of a believer's commitment to the church as a community 

 

4.a. The church is described more often in the Bible with architectural, familial, or social 

terms than military terms. 

 

How does belonging to the community of a local church differ radically from being a 

member of the armed services or a player on an athletic team?  How are they 

different in their purpose and in what characterizes relationships within them? 

 

 

 

How might the influence of American culture with its value on individualism and self-

determination keep people from the level of commitment to a local church seen in the 

New Testament? 

 

 

 

How can an understanding of the role of the Church as both an agent and a sign of 

the Kingdom of God help foster a more biblical commitment to participation in the 

life of the church? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Scripture Quotations from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version unless otherwise noted. 


