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Week 2 – Spiritual Beggars Before a Glorious God 

Personal Reflection:  

Matthew 5:3 

[3] “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (ESV) 

1. What does Jesus mean when He uses this word ‘blessed’? 

 

2. How would you describe to someone what Jesus meant when He encouraged us to be 

poor in spirit? 

 

3. How should the promise of the kingdom refine my scope of application? 

 

Today: 

Today we will be taking an honest assessment of our spiritual need. We are going to 

look at Scripture to inform us of how we should think of ourselves. 

My encouragement to you this morning is not to simply acknowledge what the 

testimony of the Bible is but to allow the testimony of Scripture to shape how you view 

yourself before God. 

 

How Poor Are We? 

Illustration: Have you ever been standing in line and you just didn’t have enough money 

to cover what you were paying for? I know this happens a lot less now-a-day with all our 

credit cards and ATM cards. But occasionally you may intend to purchase something with 

cash and you run a few cents short. Do you think that is what we are like in our spiritual 

condition? Are we just a few cents short and we need to bum some change off this Jesus 

guy to earn our way? 

Maybe we think of ourselves as a fair amount short but not any shorter than any other 

man. (This may well be true, but if we use this reality to make ourselves as tall as any 

other man as opposed to as short as all other men then we have abused the idea.)  

Perhaps in our state of poverty we think of our need for Jesus as a loan of sorts. We just 

need Jesus to help us get on our feet and then we can get back to providing for 
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ourselves. Perhaps we could even pay Jesus back what we owe Him after we get back on 

our feet. 

 

Paul addressed this tendency within men in his letter to the Galatians. They had been 

exchanging their dependence on righteousness by faith for a righteousness by law 

keeping. Bear in mind that we would not likely verbally embrace this concept but rather 

practically embrace it through practice and personal perspective. 

Galatians 3:1-6 

[1] O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that 

Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified. [2] Let me ask you only this: Did 

you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with faith? [3] Are you so 

foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? [4] 

Did you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain? [5] Does he who 

supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by works of the 

law, or by hearing with faith—[6] just as Abraham “believed God, and it was 

counted to him as righteousness”? (ESV) 

 

Galatians 3:23-29 

[23] Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until 

the coming faith would be revealed. [24] So then, the law was our guardian until 

Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. [25] But now that faith 

has come, we are no longer under a guardian, [26] for in Christ Jesus you are all 

sons of God, through faith. [27] For as many of you as were baptized into Christ 

have put on Christ. [28] There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 

free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. [29] And if 

you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise. 

(ESV) 

 

What then is the proper perspective for thinking about our sin and our righteousness? 

Jesus tells a parable which contrast two men and illustrates the proper way to think 

about our spiritual need before God. 

Luke 18:9-14 

[9] He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 

righteous, and treated others with contempt: [10] “Two men went up into the 

temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. [11] The Pharisee, 
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standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, 

extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. [12] I fast twice a 

week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ [13] But the tax collector, standing far off, 

would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner!’ [14] I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, 

rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the 

one who humbles himself will be exalted.” (ESV) 

1. How would you describe the Pharisee? 

 

2. How are we tempted to be like the Pharisee today? 

 

3. How would you describe the tax collector? 

 

4. How did God respond to the disposition of these two men? 

 

I mentioned last week that we would be using one or two of the beatitudes each to help 

frame our study of humility. This morning we began by looking at Matthew 5:3. It is this 

first beatitude that we will be framing our discussion around this morning. Jerry Bridges 

and John MacArthur both emphasize the Greek word used in Matthew 5:3, “Blessed are 

the poor in Spirit…” 

This word poor was often translated beggar. Unlike our possible illustrations it was not 

describing someone a few pennies short but rather someone like the tax collector in 

Luke 18. Someone who was accurately aware of their absolute inability to contribute to 

their own need. They were beggars.  

Today we are going to be examining the scriptures for practical ideas for how we can 

maintain a perspective of being a spiritual beggar. 

 

Three Practices to Living as A Spiritual Beggar  

1. Continually Refill Our Awe of God 

Remember the 3 motives for humility we spoke about last week? We identified the three 

motives as the created order, the evidence of our imperfection through sin, and our 

desire to be like Jesus who modelled humility as a part of His character. The first on I 

mentioned was the created order. Our awe of God fuels this first motivator for humility. 

Because God is creator we as His creation marvel at who He is and what He has done. 
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Paul Tripp wrote a great book aimed at Pastors entitled “Dangerous Calling” in it he 

points out the great danger in losing our awe of God. I want to read a few paragraphs 

from the book to you which does a great job connecting our humility and our awe. 

“There is nothing that will put you in your place, nothing that will correct your 

distorted view of yourself, nothing that will yank you out of your functional 

arrogance, or nothing that will take the winds out of the sails of your self-

righteousness like standing, without defense, before the awesome glory of God. 

In the face of his glory I am left naked with no glory whatsoever to hold before 

myself or anyone else. As long as I am comparing myself to others, I can always 

find someone whose existence seems to be an argument for how righteous I am. 

But if I compare the filthy rags of my righteousness to the pure and forever 

unstained linen of God’s righteousness, I want to run and hide in heartbreaking 

shame. 

This is exactly what happened to Isaiah, recorded in Isaiah 6. He stands before the 

awesome throne of God’s glory and says, “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a 

man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my 

eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!:” Isaiah is not speaking in formal 

religious hyperbole here. He is not trying to ingratiate himself with God by being 

oh so humble. No, it is only in light of the awesome glory and holiness of God 

that you come to have an accurate view of yourself and the depth of your need 

for the rescue that only a God of glorious grace can provide.” 

- by Paul David Tripp taken from Dangerous Calling 

When we begin our pursuit of humility there is no other place to bring our attention 

other than the glorious God of the universe who is unequivocally without equal. 

There are some great passages in the Scripture which can remind us of our opportunity 

to be in awe of God… Isaiah 40, End of Job starting in about 35 or 36, Ephesians 1 

 

David in Psalm 145 gives us an excellent example of what it looks like to be in awe of 

God with these Spirit inspired words… 

Psalm 145 

 [1] I will extol you, my God and King, 

  and bless your name forever and ever. 

 [2] Every day I will bless you 

  and praise your name forever and ever. 

 [3] Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 

  and his greatness is unsearchable. 
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 [4] One generation shall commend your works to another, 

  and shall declare your mighty acts. 

 [5] On the glorious splendor of your majesty, 

  and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 

 [6] They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds, 

  and I will declare your greatness. 

 [7] They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness 

  and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 

 [8] The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 [9] The LORD is good to all, 

  and his mercy is over all that he has made. 

 [10] All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 

  and all your saints shall bless you! 

 [11] They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom 

  and tell of your power, 

 [12] to make known to the children of man your mighty deeds, 

  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

 [13] Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

  and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 

 [The LORD is faithful in all his words 

  and kind in all his works.] 

 [14] The LORD upholds all who are falling 

  and raises up all who are bowed down. 

 [15] The eyes of all look to you, 

  and you give them their food in due season. 

 [16] You open your hand; 

  you satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

 [17] The LORD is righteous in all his ways 

  and kind in all his works. 

 [18] The LORD is near to all who call on him, 

  to all who call on him in truth. 

 [19] He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; 

  he also hears their cry and saves them. 

 [20] The LORD preserves all who love him, 

  but all the wicked he will destroy. 

 [21] My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, 

  and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever. (ESV) 
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1. Can you recount a time or circumstance in which you were in awe of God? 

 

2. What does it mean for you to be in awe of God?  

 

3. As God’s attributes become more and more familiar to us, how do we keep our awe of 

Him? 

 

Take a moment and allow your awe of God to overflow by expressing your awe in words or a 

prayer or whatever form of expression seems best to you. 
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The risk of losing our awe of God is surprisingly connected to our joy. If we invest our 

energies into gaining joy from something or someone other than God then we will 

ultimately arrive at disappointment when our expectations are left unmet. Of course 

when we look to ourselves for joy we are exalting ourselves over God and robbing 

ourselves of the joy that only He can provide. 

Jon Bloom wrote about the danger of allowing pride to steal your joy in this way… 

“In thinking ourselves far greater than we really are, we see truly great things far smaller 

than they really are. The lie of pride becomes a damned lie when we see God as smaller, 

and less important than he is. And in trying to make truly great things subservient to our 

false supremacy, pride shrinks our capacity to experience joy and wonder. In seeking to 

be gods and goddesses, we learn to only value what magnifies our glory or satisfies our 

appetites. We yawn at the Grand Canyon and fawn at the mirror. 

The damned lie of pride is that it promises us happiness through God-usurping self-

exaltation, which turns out to be the very thing that kills our happiness. The more highly 

we think of ourselves, the smaller our capacity for wonder and worship over what is most 

worthy.” 

- Jon Bloom, “Don’t Let Pride Steal Your Joy” 

 

This exchange creates a great transition to move from the first practice of maintaining 

our awe of God to the second practice of… 

2. Thinking About Our Sin Correctly 

Last week we also briefly addressed how our sinful behaviors demonstrate the 

appropriateness for us to act in humility. Romans chapter 3 is an especially great 

reminder of the universal falleness of all men before the glorious and perfect standards 

of God. 

Romans 3:10-20 

[10b] “None is righteous, no, not one; 

 [11]  no one understands; 

  no one seeks for God. 

 [12] All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; 

  no one does good, 

  not even one.” 

 [13] “Their throat is an open grave; 
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  they use their tongues to deceive.” 

 “The venom of asps is under their lips.” 

 [14]  “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” 

 [15] “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 

 [16]  in their paths are ruin and misery, 

 [17] and the way of peace they have not known.” 

 [18]  “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

[19] Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under 

the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held 

accountable to God. [20] For by works of the law no human being will be justified 

in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. (ESV) 

 

These are the facts about man apart from God’s intervention. My questions is how do 

you feel about those facts? Has the reality of your sin become so familiar to you that it is 

just something you accept as an unavoidable reality that we must come to terms with? 

Does your sin cause you grief? Guilt? 

In order to maintain our perspective of being a spiritual beggar we must stay close to 

our need for provision. A beggar knows he/she is desperate because his/her stomach 

reminds her of her needs every several hours. The uncomfortable conditions of summer 

heat or winter cold remind the beggar that they have need. 

In order to remain a spiritual beggar we must remember our need. Not be aware of it 

but be affected by it. 

 

Our second beatitude speaks about the blessing of mourning.  

Matthew 5:4 

[4] “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. (ESV) 

Bridges in his book “The Blessing of Humility” asks us to consider how well we truly 

mourn over our sin.  

James 4 supports this notion of truly mourning over our sin. 

James 4:8-10 
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[8] Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and 

purify your hearts, you double-minded. [9] Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your 

laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. [10] Humble yourselves before 

the Lord, and he will exalt you. (ESV) 

I am not a crier. I don’t avoid tears out of attempt to present myself as macho or any 

other such nonsense, I just don’t cry very often. Mourning over my sin is really a difficult 

concept for me to grasp.  

I have been challenged by these various authors about allowing the ugliness of my sin to 

bother me more. They are careful to articulate as I believe is an important addendum 

that we are supposed to grieve ourselves into a place of repentance rather than guilt.  

So let me ask you… 

1. How do you allow yourself to feel the weight of sin? 

2. How should the believer who has obtained through faith the imputed 

righteousness of Christ think about their sin? 

  

Paul in his second letter to the Corinthian Church was addressing their response to the 

strong words of correction he had given them in the first letter… 

 2 Corinthians 7:8-11 

[8] For even if I made you grieve with my letter, I do not regret it—though I did regret it, 

for I see that that letter grieved you, though only for a while. [9] As it is, I rejoice, not 

because you were grieved, but because you were grieved into repenting. For you felt a 

godly grief, so that you suffered no loss through us. 

[10] For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, 

whereas worldly grief produces death. [11] For see what earnestness this godly grief has 

produced in you, but also what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what 

fear, what longing, what zeal, what punishment! At every point you have proved 

yourselves innocent in the matter. (ESV) 

 

Godly Grief that leads to repentance. 

So think for a minute.  

1. What was the last sin that you committed that really broke you?  

2. What did/should it look like to express grief over our sin? 

3. When was the last time you followed the instructions of James 5:16 to confess 

your sin to another brother or sister in Christ who would pray with you? 
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What does confession look like biblically?  

Luke 18… Tax Collector 

Psalm 51:1-12… After Nathan the prophet confronted David about Bathsheba and Uriah 

 [1] Have mercy on me, O God, 

  according to your steadfast love; 

 according to your abundant mercy 

  blot out my transgressions. 

 [2] Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

  and cleanse me from my sin! 

 [3] For I know my transgressions, 

  and my sin is ever before me. 

 [4] Against you, you only, have I sinned 

  and done what is evil in your sight, 

 so that you may be justified in your words 

  and blameless in your judgment. 

 [5] Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 

  and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

 [6] Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, 

  and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 

  

 [7] Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

 [8] Let me hear joy and gladness; 

  let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 

 [9] Hide your face from my sins, 

  and blot out all my iniquities. 

 [10] Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spirit within me. 

 [11] Cast me not away from your presence, 

  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

 [12] Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

  and uphold me with a willing spirit. (ESV) 

  

Arriving at a point of true grief over our sin I believe is a critical component to our 

understand our need for the gospel. We need the gospel not like we need to pick up 

milk from the store or tickets to that concert we are so looking forward to. We need the 

gospel like a man who is plummeting to the earth needs a parachute. 
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This brings us to our third practice of a spiritual beggar. Which is really just a result of 

our understanding of the previous two. 

 

3. Living in Constant Dependence on the Gospel 

“To preach the gospel to yourself, then, means that you continually face up to your own 

sinfulness and then flee to Jesus through faith in His shed blood and righteous life. It 

means that you appropriate, again by faith, the fact that Jesus fully satisfied the law of 

God, that He is your propitiation, and that God’s holy wrath is no longer directed toward 

you.” 

- Jerry Bridges 

Jerry Bridges expounded on this concept which was originally introduced by a guy by the 

name of Jack Miller. These men both were encouraging the believers to never stop 

embracing the gospel. 

I would add that in the same way we were desperate for the Gospel on the day we first 

believed it we should remain desperate for the Gospel on each and every day of our 

lives. It’s not that we need to reaffirm our dependence every day in order to stay saved 

but rather those who truly are saved can never be without the grace that comes through 

the truths of the Gospel. 

The danger of Christian maturation is somehow adopting the lie that I am less desperate 

or less in need of the gospel than I used to be or than someone else. We wouldn’t admit 

this verbally but our actions reveal that our desperation seems to wane over time. 

Tim Keller corrected this faulty logic in an article he wrote entitled, “The Centrality of the 

Gospel.” 

 “The gospel is not just the A-B-C’s but the A-Z of Christianity. …We are not justified by 

the gospel and then sanctified by obedience, but the gospel is the way we grow (Gal. 

3:1-3) and are renewed (Col. 1:6). It is the solution to each problem, the key to each 

closed door, the power through every barrier (Rom. 1:16-17). It is very common in the 

church to think as follows. “The gospel is for non-Christians. One needs it to be saved. 

But once saved, you grow through hard work and obedience.” But Col. 1:6 shows that 

this is a mistake. Both confession and “hard work” that is not arising from and “in line” 

with the gospel will not sanctify you-it will strangle you. All our problems come from a 

failure to apply the gospel. Thus when Paul left the Ephesians he committed them “to the 

word of his grace, which can build you up” (Acts 20:32).” 

- Tim Keller, “The Centrality of the Gospel”  

The beggar knows he needs food. Even if he gets food everyday three times a day from 

the local food kitchen, the beggar knows that without the food kitchen he would be 
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hungry. He is well fed because of the food kitchen and without it he’d be hungry after 

only a few hours. We must remain dependent on the gospel in this same way.  

 

We must preach it to ourselves. 

Nobody talks to you as much as you talk to yourself. We have a constant running inner 

monologue. For the believer an essential part of that inner monologue should be 

remembering the hope of the gospel. 

We are forgetful people. Sometimes that forgetful becomes doubt. The faith which 

brought us comfort yesterday seems to fade in its ability to comfort us today. 

This is why we much preach to ourselves. We must remind ourselves of the discoveries 

we have made. We must remind ourselves of the hope that the Gospel gives us every 

day. 

Consider... Psalm 42:11 

 [11] Why are you cast down, O my soul, 

  and why are you in turmoil within me? 

 Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 

  my salvation and my God. (ESV) 

 

The result of our awareness of our sin must not remain in guilt but be applied in 

dependence. In order to do that me must constantly pair our gospel hope with our 

awareness of sin. Through this pairing we become and remain dependent on God rather 

than our selves. 

The Bible is full of the Gospel promise. And we must drench ourselves in it to avoid 

falling into self-dependence. Self-dependence is the soil where our pride grows. While 

gospel dependence is the soil in which our humility grows. 

Consider the hope of… Romans 8:1-17 

[1] There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. [2] 

For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin 

and death. [3] For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not 

do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he 

condemned sin in the flesh, [4] in order that the righteous requirement of the law 

might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 

Spirit. [5] For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things 
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of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the 

things of the Spirit. [6] For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 

mind on the Spirit is life and peace. [7] For the mind that is set on the flesh is 

hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. [8] Those 

who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

[9] You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God 

dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to 

him. [10] But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the 

Spirit is life because of righteousness. [11] If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 

from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also 

give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 

[12] So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 

flesh. [13] For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you 

put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. [14] For all who are led by the 

Spirit of God are sons of God. [15] For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to 

fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom 

we cry, “Abba! Father!” [16] The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we 

are children of God, [17] and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs 

with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified 

with him. (ESV) 

 

The Testimony of a Spiritual Beggar: 

1 Timothy 1:12-17 

[12] I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me 

faithful, appointing me to his service, [13] though formerly I was a blasphemer, 

persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly 

in unbelief, [14] and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that 

are in Christ Jesus. [15] The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. [16] But I 

received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his 

perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. [17] 

To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever 

and ever. Amen. (ESV) 

1. How did Paul describe himself as dependent on God? 

 

2. Where do we see Paul’s humility expressed in these verses? 
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3. Has Paul’s perspective mobilized him for ministry or immobilized him? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The only road for us proud sinners to travel to reach the promised land of joy and be the free 

children of God passes through the valley of humiliation. And it’s hard, and the trek requires real 

courage. Humbling ourselves often feels like death, but it really is not. It’s holy chemotherapy 

that kills the cancer of pride. “Whoever would save his life will lose it” (Luke 9:24) means losing 

the “pride of life” (1 John 2:16) in order to gain what is “truly life” (1 Timothy 6:19).” 

Jon Bloom, “Don’t Let Pride Steal Your Joy” 


