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Open:  What are some things we can do to better understand parts of the Bible we find confusing? 

Read:  1 Peter 3:17-22 

Discuss:    

1. How does the thought in verse 18 flow logically from the thought in verse 17?  What do we 
learn about the product of suffering in the following passages? 

a. Hebrews 5:7-8. 
b. Hebrews 2:10. 
c. 2 Corinthians 12:7. 
d. 2 Corinthians 1:3-6. 

Which of these benefits of suffering have you experienced in your own life? Explain.  

2. Read Hebrews 10:5-14. How does the Hebrews passage deepen our understanding of what 
Peter means when he says that Christ “suffered once for sins” (v. 18)? How can we as Christians 
sometimes diminish this truth? 

3. What does it mean that Jesus died “that he might bring us to God” (v. 18)? What practical 
difference has this made in your life? How should this concept shape the way we share the 
Gospel with others?  

4. Verse 19 likely refers to demons who had disobeyed God in the past. What do you imagine 
that Jesus “proclaimed” to them about his victory? (See 2 Peter 2:4; Colossians 2:15; Jude 6.) 
How should Jesus’ proclamation to the demons of his victory impact our lives? 

5. In verse 20 Peter uses the story of the flood as a parallel to baptism. According to Romans 6:4-
6, what does baptism represent? In what ways is the Gospel like the ark?  

6. What does Peter mean when he says that baptism saves us (3:21)? What does he not mean? 
Explain your answer.  

Apply: This passage gives us truths, but no instructions. How would you apply the truths of this 
passage to your life? 

Pray:   Pray that God gives us an ability to appreciate the depth of what Christ has done for us. Pray 
that he gives us the courage to share that truth with others. 



1 Peter 3:17-22. 

  
 

[17] For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing evil. [18] For Christ 

also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put 

to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, [19] in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in 

prison, [20] because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while 

the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. 
[21] Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as 

an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, [22] who has gone 

into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been 

subjected to him. (ESV)   


