
Where You Fit in a Foreign World 

September 2, 2018  
 

Open:  In what situations do you tend to feel out of place? 

Read:  1 Peter 1:1-2. 

Discuss: 

1. Given Peter’s iconic denial of Christ before His death, why is it surprising that Peter is now able 

to write a letter to other Christians about living differently from the world around them? How 

is the fact that God would have Peter write this letter a demonstration of God’s grace? 

2. Some words in verses 1-2 require close attention. Look up the following words in a dictionary:   

a. Elect.  

b. Exile.  

c. Dispersion.  

d. Foreknow.  

e. Sanctification.  

In light of these definitions, how would you paraphrase verses 1-2 in your own words? 

3. In what sense are you and I “elect exiles” (v. 1)? How do you resonate with the idea of being an 

“elect exile”? In what ways do you struggle to think of yourself in this way? 

4. What does verse 2 say about the purpose of our election? From this same verse, how do you 

see the three members of the Trinity working together in the lives of God’s elect? How are you 

aware of each of these roles being played out in your life? How does knowledge of each role 

affect you emotionally? How might knowledge of each role affect what you do? 

5. From verses 1-2, how would you summarize the way Peter wants us to see ourselves? How 

does our identity shape our interpretation of our circumstances?  

6. How is it true that God’s grace and peace are multiplied to us through verse 2 and the 

chapters that follow? Why would we need God’s grace and peace to live as “elect exiles”? How 

should Peter’s intent that grace and peace be multiplied to us affect our reading of this letter?  

7. Based on this passage, how would you explain to someone where a believer should “fit in a 

foreign world”, as Brad titled his message? 

Apply: How will viewing yourself as an “elect exile” impact the way you live this week?   

Pray:   Pray that the people of NCAC would see themselves as elect exiles who live accordingly.  



1 Peter 1:1-2.  
  
 

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 

Bithynia, 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for 

obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: 

May grace and peace be multiplied to you. (ESV) 


