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Open:  What are some things you’re looking forward to in the years to come?   

Read:  1 Peter 1:3-12 

Discuss: 

1. According to verse 3, what has God caused to happen for us? What does it mean to be “born 

again”? In what way are we born again to a “living hope?” To “bless” someone means to speak 

well of them. From this passage, how would you explain why God is worthy of our blessing? 

2. What was Israel’s inheritance in the Old Testament (Deuteronomy 4:21b)? How did the Israelites 

lose that inheritance over time? How does the description of our inheritance through Jesus 

described in verse 4 contrast with the experience of the Israelites?  

3. In verses 6 and 7 Peter calls us to rejoice in trials. What reason does Peter give? What helps us 

to adopt this perspective in the middle of our difficult circumstances? When we struggle to 

rejoice in hard times as we ought to, what should we do? 

4. Peter makes it clear in verses 8-9 that we cannot see God. In what way are we unable to see 

God? In what sense can we perceive that God is present and real? Would you say faith is a 

fluctuating thing, or a one-time decision, or a steady on-going choice? Verse 5 indicates that 

God guards our faith. How do you think he does that?  

5. Verses 10 through 12 tell a narrative of how God revealed his plan for the salvation of man 

over many years. How is this meant to be an encouragement to us? What were the roles of 

each of those described in these verses? What is our role meant to be?  

6. What choices in your life would you say are directly influenced by your hope in the Gospel? 

What reason does this passage give that should inspire us to live differently from the world 

around us?  

Apply: What is going on in your life right now that could be used as an opportunity to rejoice in the 

tested genuineness of your faith? How will you approach that trial this week?  

Pray:   Pray that we would be a church full of people who live in joyful confidence of the living hope 

in Christ that God has given to us.  



1 Peter 1:1-2.  
  
 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused 

us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an 

inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's 

power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this 

you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so 

that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested 

by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ 

8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him 

and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, 

the salvation of your souls. 

10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours 

searched and inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was 

indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. 12 It was revealed to 

them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to 

you through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things 

into which angels long to look. (ESV) 


