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Open:  Why does the concept of submission of wives to their husbands stir up so much controversy in 

our culture?  

Read and Discuss:  1 Peter 3:1-7 

1. Verse 1 starts with the word “likewise.” How might this passage relate to the previous section, 

starting in verse 11? In that previous section, what motives did Peter give for submission to 

others? (Note especially 2:13,15, 20-21.) 

2. In 3:1, Peter calls wives to “be subject to [their] own husbands,” even if their husband is not a 

believer. In verses 1-6, what additional directions does Peter give wives to help clarify his 

expectations of them—that is, what are wives encouraged to be, to do, and to not do?   

3. How should wives go about adorning the “hidden person of the heart” (vv. 3-4)? How does 

such an endeavor bring pleasure to God? How might it help win an unbelieving husband to 

Christ? What purpose would it serve a believing husband? How might it witness to the world? 

4. At the end of verse 6, Peter acknowledges that it can at times be fearful to live in submission to 

another. What have we learned from Peter that might help wives overcome this fear? When 

might it be appropriate for a wife to not submit to her husband?  

5. In verse 7, husbands are told to “live with [their] wives in an understanding way.” What specific 

things does Peter mention here that husbands should understand about their wives? In what 

sense are wives a “weaker vessel”? How should this shape the way husbands treat their wives? 

6. Why it is important for husbands to understand their wives are “heirs with [them] of the grace 

of life”? How should understanding this truth affect a husband’s behavior toward his wife?  

7. In what other ways should husbands seek to understand their wives? How would husbands 

“living with [their] wives in an understanding way” contribute to Peter’s focus in this section 

about living in such a way that our lives demonstrate the Gospel to the world around us?  

Apply: How do these verses challenge you as you think about your role in your marriage? How could 

Peter’s instructions here apply to the lives of those who are not married? 

Pray:   Pray that the marriages in our church would reflect the Gospel to all observing them. Pray for 

wisdom for wives and husbands to know how to best lives out their role in their marriages.     



1 Peter 3:1-7. 
  
 

[1] Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they 

may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, [2] when they see your respectful and pure 

conduct. [3] Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold 

jewelry, or the clothing you wear— [4] but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the 

imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious. [5] For this is how 

the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their own husbands, 

[6] as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are her children, if you do good and do not 

fear anything that is frightening. 

[7] Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as 

the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be 

hindered. (ESV) 


