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Open:  Think of a time in your past when someone caused you harm. What was your initial response? 

Read:  Romans 12:14-21 

Discuss:    

1. Verse 14 says to “bless those who persecute” us. In our context, how are we likely to experience 

persecution from others? What would it look like for us to bless those who “persecute” us? 

2. Verse 15 says to “rejoice with those who rejoice” and “weep with those who weep.” How is 

applying this instruction to those who have hurt you difficult? What helps you to still do this? 

3. Why would Paul make comments about not being “haughty” and associating with the “lowly” (v. 

16) in the middle of a section on how to treat those who hurt us or do evil to us? How might 

you summarize the commands of verses 14-16 into a single principle? 

4. When others are causing us harm, why is it so important that we keep in mind how our 

response will be viewed by others (v. 17)?  

5. What is required of us as we try to live “peaceably with all” (v. 18)? How does Jesus’ example 

guide us in this? 

6. From verses 19-21, what truths encourage us to hold back from personally making others pay 

for harm they’ve caused us? Why is it acceptable for God to execute vengeance, but not us? 

7. Assuming the aim of heaping “burning coals” on the head of your enemy is conviction and 

repentance, have you ever seen this happen? Explain. 

Apply:  Based on the commands in this section, how would you define Christ-like love? Is there a 

particular command in this passage that stands out to you as something you need to work on?  

For reflection: Is there someone you’ve been particularly hurt or angered by? How might you apply 

the commands of this passage to that situation and treat that person with Christian love? 

Pray:  Ask God to make us a church family who are eager to overcome evil with good. 



Romans 12:14-21 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep 

with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the 

lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is 

honorable in the sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with 

all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is 

mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, 

give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be 

overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (ESV) 


