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Open: What’s the last story you heard that you felt you just had to share with others? 

Read:   John 12:9-19. 

Discuss:    

1. What do you know about the story of Lazarus (John 11:1-16)? Why would his story have 

motivated people to come see Jesus (v. 9)?  

2. How would you describe the atmosphere of the crowd? (What do the people say? What do the 

people do?)  What do the people believe to be true of Jesus? From what you know of the larger 

story, in what ways were the people correct in their understanding of Jesus? What might they 

have misunderstood about Jesus? 

3. In verses 14-16, how might his disciples have felt once they realized Jesus fulfilled prophecy 

regarding the Messiah? How should Jesus’ fulfillment of prophecy affect how we view Jesus 

today? Does knowing Jesus fulfilled prophecy strengthen your belief that He is the Son of 

God? Explain. What other fulfilled prophecies about Jesus astonish you? 

4. The fact that Jesus fulfilled such prophecies can lose its amazement in us over time. What 

danger is there in having our astonishment at Jesus diminish? How can we avoid this? 

5. Verse 17 says the crowd that had seen Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead “continued to bear 

witness.” What’s involved in bearing witness? What impact did their testimony have (v. 11, 18)? 

What should we be telling people about Jesus? Where do you have opportunities to do this?  

6. Why do you think the response of the Pharisees was so different from that of the crowd (vv. 

10-11, 19)? How should we deal with those who are antagonistic today? How can we keep 

negative responses toward Jesus from discouraging us as we bear witness to Jesus? 

Apply: How should the example of the people in this passage challenge our response or reaction to 

the person and claims of Jesus? What can you do to increase your astonishment at Jesus?  

Pray:   Ask God to cause your astonishment at Jesus to overflow into bearing witness of Him. Spend 

time praying for those you will invite to our Easter worship service this coming Sunday.  



John 12:9-19. 

 
9 When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they came, not only on account of 

him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10 So the chief priests made plans to 

put Lazarus to death as well, 11 because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and 

believing in Jesus. 

12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to 

Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14 And Jesus found a young 

donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 

15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; 

behold, your king is coming, 

    sitting on a donkey's colt!” 

16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they 

remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 17 The crowd 

that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead 

continued to bear witness. 18 The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had 

done this sign. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. 

Look, the world has gone after him.”  (ESV) 


