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NCAC Adult Sunday School 

October 8, 2017 

Course Goal:  To learn how to simultaneously hold together the two biblical truths that God sees 

Christians both as perfect and as sinners—and to then learn to live accordingly.  

 

Key Resource (Besides the Bible):  Perfect Sinners, by Matt Fuller (The Good Book Company, 2017) 

 

So far, we have answered the following questions:  

1. How can God love me when He hates sin?   

2. How strong does my faith need to be?  

3. Does God just love me because He has to?   

4. Does God’s love for me vary? 

5. Should I ever feel guilty? 

6. Does God reward us differently? 

 

Today’s Question:  How Can I Enjoy Continued Assurance Of My Salvation? 

 

“When I die, I’m 100% certain that I’m going to heaven.” Is it arrogant for a believer in Christ 

to make that statement? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

The Bible tells us that we can know we have eternal life because of Jesus’ work and promises. This 

year marks the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. One of the defining marks that 

distinguished the Protestant Reformers from the Medieval Catholic Church was the ability to have 

confidence of our salvation. However, one of the lingering effects of sin is that most of us still 

struggle with assurance of salvation at some point. So, how can we enjoy greater assurance?  

 

Truth 1:  The basis for our assurance of salvation is the finished work of Christ. When we put 

our faith in the work of Christ and submit to His Lordship, Christ justifies us before the Father once 

and for all time. God removes His wrath from us and views us as having the righteousness of Christ. 

 

For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.  

(Hebrews 10:14) 
 

…if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him 

from the dead, you will be saved.     (Romans 10:9) 
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Truth 2:  God wants His children to be assured of their salvation. God promises that for true 

believers, His love is unchanging, our status is secure, and He will never let us go.   

 

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that 

you have eternal life.       (1 John 5:13)  

 

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 

come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 

us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.   (Romans 8:38-39) 

 

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they 

will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them 

to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.  

(John 10:27-29) 
 

How do we know if these promises apply to us? Why might God give us such promises?   

 

 

 

Truth 3: God calls us to be examining ourselves to be sure of our salvation. Not everyone who 

calls himself a Christian is truly saved. When God calls us to examine our faith, some of us may find 

we need to repent. Others of us may just need some encouragement to keep going.  

 

Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this 

about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet the test!  

(2 Corinthians 13:5) 
 

Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you 

practice these qualities you will never fall.    (2 Peter 1:10) 

 

22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and 

blameless and above reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and 

steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard. (Colossians 1:22-23a) 

 

12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall 

away from the living God. 13 But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that 

none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have come to share in Christ, if 

indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end.  (Hebrews 3:12-14) 

 

What do these verses encourage us to consider about ourselves? To what end? 
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Remember, our STATUS BEFORE GOD never changes. Our walk with God may change often.  

 

OUR STATUS BEFORE GOD Our walk with God 

OUR STATUS NEVER CHANGES Our walk is conditional, based on our behavior 

WE ARE JUSTIFIED ONCE AND FOR ALL We are progressively being sanctified 

OUR FATHER’S LOVE FOR US IS SECURE Our Father can be pleased or displeased with us 

WE STAND FORGIVEN OF OUR SINS We deal with fluctuating guilt  

WE ARE DECLARED HOLY We are growing in holiness 

 

Note: Our STATUS BEFORE GOD should shape our walk with God. 

Our walk with God can never affect our STATUS BEFORE GOD 

But, our walk with God should confirm our STATUS BEFORE GOD.  

 

Truth 4:  Those with genuine faith in Jesus will experience conviction, transformation, and 

perseverance. Those with counterfeit faith will not. Although the letter to the Hebrews is full of 

warnings to not fall away, the writer also expresses assurance that his readers really are saved: 

 

9 Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, beloved, we feel sure of better things—things that 

belong to salvation. 10 For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you 

have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still do. 11 And we desire each one of you to 

show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end, 12 so that you may 

not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.  

(Hebrews 6:9-12) 

 

Upon what basis does the writer of Hebrews express this confidence in their salvation? 

 

 

 

What does the writer hope will happen as a result of this encouragement? 

 

 

 

For believers, God’s call to examine ourselves and warnings to not fall away are meant to 

encourage us to avoid falling into sluggishness and to move us toward a diligent pursuit 

of Christ. So, if we are a bit shaken up by hearing a warning from God, we should: 

 Continue to diligently serve and love others in the name of Christ (v. 10).   

 Continue to trust in God’s promises with faith and patience (v. 12).   

 Continue in relationship with other Christians who will spur to righteousness (v. 10, 11) 

 Continue to fight against sin and not drift into laziness (v. 12). 
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Still Struggling with Assurance?  Despite God’s promises, because of our irregular walk with God, 

some of us still struggle to have assurance that we are in right status with God—to have the inward 

sense of peace that we stand justified before God now and that He will joyfully welcome us into 

heaven. Some who don’t feel assurance should. Some who do feel assurance perhaps shouldn’t!   

 

Imagine that each of the following people who claimed to be a Christian came to you and 

said, “I’m not sure I’m saved.” Take a minute and consider what might you say to them. 

 Person A has been experiencing a number of trials and enduring a difficult time in life—and 

so wonders if God has abandoned them. 

 Person B is hard-hearted, regularly visits prostitutes and rarely shows up at church. 

 Person C is a newer believer with a tender conscience who is often aware of their own 

sinfulness, but who confesses their sins regularly and is growing in their faith.  

 Person D is active in church and reads the Bible—but struggles with a habitual sin. 

 

When struggling to be sure of our salvation, there are three things that we should do:  

 

Response 1: Welcome the Father’s Discipline. When God disciplines us, we must remember 

that this is not a penalty imposed by a harsh judge, but is the loving training of a good Father.  

 
5 And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? 
 

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 

    nor be weary when reproved by him. 
6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 

    and chastises every son whom he receives.” 
 

7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there 

whom his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all have 

participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. (Heb. 12:5-8) 
  

9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we 

not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short 

time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his 

holiness. 11 For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it 

yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it (Heb. 12:9-12) 

 

From these verses, what is the purpose of God’s discipline?   
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How does God’s discipline accomplish this purpose?   

 

 

 

So, how should we respond to God’s discipline in our lives? 

 

 

 

Response 2: Look for evidence of the Spirit working in you. Scripture tells us that we’re to 

look for evidence of the Spirit’s transforming work in our lives to be assured of our faith: 
 

And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. 

Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is 

not in him.       (1 John 2:3-4) 

 

Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. By this we shall know 

that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him.  (1 John 3:18-19) 

 

For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no 

longer remains a sacrifice for sins,  but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire 

that will consume the adversaries.     (Hebrews 10:26-27) 

 

How would you put the truth of these statements in your own words? 

 

 

 

What should we look for when looking for evidence of the Spirit’s work in us? 

 

 

 

Response 3: Look to Jesus. When we lack assurance, what we may most need to do is look at 

Jesus—at His person, work, and promises. Nervous Christians need to remember these words: 

 

When Satan tempts me to despair 

And tells me of the guilt within 

Upward I look and see Him there 

Who made an end to all my sin 

Because the sinless Savior died 

My sinful soul is counted free 

For God the just is satisfied 

To look on Him and pardon me  (From “Before the Throne of God Above”) 
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19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of 

Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through 

his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a 

true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 

and our bodies washed with pure water. (Hebrews 10:19-22) 

 

What truths about Jesus are celebrated in these verses? 

 

 

 

What implications does the writer draw out for our lives? 

 

 

 

So, let’s go back to the people we mentioned earlier—each of whom came to us and said, 

“I’m not sure that I’m saved.” From what we’ve seen, what should we say to each person? 

 Person A, experiencing a number of trials and enduring a difficult time in life—and so 

wonders if God has abandoned them. 

 Person B, hard-hearted, regularly visits prostitutes and rarely shows up at church. 

 Person C, a newer believer with a tender conscience who is often aware of their own 

sinfulness, but who confesses their sins regularly and is growing in their faith.  

 Person D, active in church and reads the Bible, but struggles with a habitual sin. 
 

 
Conclusion:  If you are trusting in the work of Christ for your salvation, have embraced Jesus as 

your Lord, and see His Spirit at work in your life, then continue to keep your focus on Christ, 

continue to walk in love and obedience, and continue to rest in the assurance of His promises.  

 

Be glad to know that your salvation is secure, God’s love for you is secure, and your status before 

Him is secure. At the same time, never forget that your daily decisions matter—Your choices today 

can bring pleasure to God, can lead to greater intimacy with God, and will shape your happiness 

forever. And remember that one day we’ll no longer be perfect sinners—we’ll all just be perfect. 

 

20 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 

shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with everything good 

that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to 

whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. (Hebrews 13:20-21) 


