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NCAC Adult Sunday School 

October 1, 2017 

Course Goal:  To learn how to simultaneously hold together the two biblical truths that God sees 

Christians both as perfect and as sinners—and to then learn to live accordingly.  

 

Key Resource (Besides the Bible):  Perfect Sinners, by Matt Fuller (The Good Book Company, 2017) 

 

So far, we have answered the following questions:  

1. How can God love me when He hates sin?   

2. How strong does my faith need to be?  

3. Does God just love me because He has to?   

4. Does God’s love for me vary? 

5. Should I ever feel guilty? 

 

Our questions about God’s feelings toward us often arise out of a confusion between our “status 

before God” and our “walk with God.” In our status we are perfect, but in our walk we are sinners: 
 

OUR STATUS BEFORE GOD Our walk with God 

OUR STATUS NEVER CHANGES Our walk is conditional, based on our behavior 

WE ARE JUSTIFIED ONCE AND FOR ALL We are progressively being sanctified 

OUR FATHER’S LOVE FOR US IS SECURE Our Father can be pleased or displeased with us 

WE STAND FORGIVEN OF OUR SINS We deal with fluctuating guilt  

WE ARE DECLARED HOLY We are growing in holiness 

 

What types of things are rewarded in this world? How do rewards motivate people? 

 

 

 

Question:  Does God reward us each differently?  Although the Bible speaks often of rewards in 

heaven, the idea that believers will be rewarded in heaven to different degrees often feels 

uncomfortable, as though it contradicts salvation by grace. But, what does the Bible really say? 

 Does the Bible really teach that we’ll be rewarded in heaven based on how we live now? 

 If we will be rewarded in heaven, what exactly is the nature of these rewards? 

 If we will be rewarded in heaven, what can we do now to earn a reward then?  
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Truth 1: The greatest joy of heaven will be God Himself. As we talk about rewards, it is 

important to remember that the greatest reward of heaven will be God Himself. The pleasures of 

this life are only a dim taste of the pleasures that are to come, which we will find as we stand in 

God’s presence, gaze upon His beauty, and enjoy Him for all eternity.  

 

No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, 

and his servants will worship him. They will see his face… (Revelation 22:3-4a) 

 

Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know 

that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. (1 John 3:2) 

 

But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when 

his glory is revealed. (1 Peter 4:13) 

 

You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right 

hand are pleasures forevermore. (Psalm 16:11) 

 

If the greatest joy of heaven is God Himself, what should that mean for our lives now? 

 

 

 

Truth 2:  Although we are not saved by good works, believers are still expected to do good 

works. Central to the Gospel is the understanding that our good works do not earn our salvation. 

Jesus saves us by grace through faith in Him. At the same time, we dare not forget that our 

salvation is supposed to lead to us doing good works. 

 
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 

God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

(Ephesians 2:8-10) 

 

How would you explain the place of good works in the Christian life? 

 

 

 

Truth 3: Although salvation is a gift of grace, God still promises to reward believers based on 

how we live now. Paul makes clear there are eternal implications for how we live in this life: 

 

Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to 

light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one 

will receive his commendation from God. (1 Corinthians 4:5) 
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So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For we must all appear 

before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has 

done in the body, whether good or evil. (2 Corinthians 5:9-10) 

 

From these two passages, what can we learn about rewards in heaven? 

 

 

 

Truth 4:  Jesus Himself taught that His followers can expect rewards for faithfulness to Him. 

Jesus often used the promise of rewards to motivate people to devote themselves to His cause, as 

He did in telling the following parable about a Master who would reward His faithful servants: 

 
9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of 

Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 11 As they heard these things, 

he proceeded to tell a parable, because he was near to Jerusalem, and because they supposed that 

the kingdom of God was to appear immediately. 12 He said therefore, “A nobleman went into a far 

country to receive for himself a kingdom and then return.13 Calling ten of his servants, he gave 

them ten minas, and said to them, ‘Engage in business until I come.’ 14 But his citizens hated him 

and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We do not want this man to reign over us.’ (Luke 19:9-14) 

 

   A few things we should notice from Luke 19:9-14: 

 Jesus had just described His work as being to “seek and save the lost.” 

 He then tells a parable about a master who gives his servants gifts they’re to put to work. 

 The servants were supposed to continue this work until the master returned. 

 
15 When he returned, having received the kingdom, he ordered these servants to whom he had 

given the money to be called to him, that he might know what they had gained by doing 

business. 16 The first came before him, saying, ‘Lord, your mina has made ten minas more.’ 17 And 

he said to him, ‘Well done, good servant! Because you have been faithful in a very little, you shall 

have authority over ten cities.’ 18 And the second came, saying, ‘Lord, your mina has made five 

minas.’ 19 And he said to him, ‘And you are to be over five cities.’ (Luke 19:15-19) 

 

A few things we should notice from Luke 19:15-19: 

 Upon his return, the master gives out incredibly generous gifts. 

 The rewards vary based upon the actions of the servants while the master was away. 

 The servants are rewarded for using the gifts that the master gave them. 

 

So, what does this parable mean for us? 
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Question:  What will be the nature of rewards?  Despite many references to rewards, the Bible is 

somewhat vague on the exact nature of these rewards. Ultimately, we are left to trust that a good 

and generous God will give good and generous rewards in a way that will leave us all full of joy. 

 

There are pointers in Scripture that rewards in heaven may involve… 

…the commendation of God:  “And he said to him, ‘Well done, good servant!’”  (Luke 19:17a) 

...heavenly responsibilities:  “Because you have been faithful in a very little, you shall have 

authority over ten cities.”  (Luke 19:17b) 

…a connection with our earthly endeavors:  “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the 

earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.” (Matthew 5:5-7) 

 

However, one theory is that our reward will be a greater capacity for joy in God: 

 

Jonathan Edwards: “Christ will reward all according to their works. He that gained ten pounds 

was made ruler over ten cities, and he that gained five pounds over five cities. (Luke 19:17; 2 Cor. 

9:6), “He that soweth sparingly, shall reap sparingly; and he that soweth bountifully shall reap 

also bountifully.” And the apostle Paul tells us that, as one star differs from another star in glory, 

so also it shall be in the resurrection of the dead (1 Cor. 15:41-42). Christ tells us that he who 

gives a cup of cold water unto a disciple in the name of a disciple, shall in no wise lose his reward.  

 

“But this could not be true, if a person should have no greater reward for doing many good works 

than if he did but few. It will be no damp to the happiness of those who have lower degrees of 

happiness and glory, that there are others advanced in glory above them. For all shall be perfectly 

happy, every one shall be perfectly satisfied. Every vessel that is cast into this ocean of 

happiness is full, though there are some vessels far larger than others.”  

 

John Piper: “Here is my view. I think it is the same as Edwards. He helped me a lot on this. We 

will be rewarded differently in the age to come, but everyone will be fully happy. There will be no 

gap between anyone’s capacity for happiness, on the one hand, and anyone’s fullness of 

happiness on the other hand. There will be no frustration over any of these differences. And the 

rewards in their essence are differing capacities for happiness in God.”   

 

What would be the potential advantages of such a system for life in heaven?  

 
 

What are potential disadvantages of such a system as a motivator for doing good now? 

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Luke%2019.17
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/2%20Cor.%209.6
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/2%20Cor.%209.6
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%2015.41
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Question: Is it really okay to allow the promise of rewards to motivate us to obey God? Yes! 

Throughout Scripture God uses the promise of rewards to motivate people to obey Him. We honor 

God when we recognize that the greatest joys come from following, obeying and pursuing Him. 

God didn’t have to promise us a reward for our obedience—but He chose to! It will one day be 

God’s delight to celebrate all that He’s done through us as enjoy His grace and generosity to us. 

 

Jesus Himself was motivated by the promise of a reward: 

…looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

(Hebrews 12:2) 

 

Jesus used the promise of rewards to motivate:  

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves 

break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.” (Matthew 6:19-20) 

 

Paul encouraged us to do good by remembering the promise of reward:  

In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak 

and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than 

to receive.’ (Acts 20:35) 

  

Yet, the Bible does give other motivations for holy living beside the promise of rewards: 

 We’re to obey out of thankfulness, as an act of worship to God. (Romans 12:1) 

 We’re to obey because we love God and desire to please Him. (Hebrews 13:16) 

 We’re to obey because we know we’ve been set free from sin. (Romans 6:11-12) 

 We’re to obey because we want to live fruitful and productive lives. (2 Peter 1:8) 

 We’re to obey because we long to see God honored and praised. (2 Corinthians 9:13) 

 
Question:  What can we do to earn a reward? Lots of things! God promises rewards not to make 

us unsettled about our status, but to spur us to serve Him wholeheartedly—so serve Him! 

 

Endure scorn and persecution for the sake of Christ: 

Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 

falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you. (Matthew 5:11-12) 

 

Love our enemies and do good to those who will not do good to us in return: 

But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will 

be great, and you will be sons of the Most High... (Luke 6:35) 
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Be kind and hospitable to those in need, especially those who cannot repay us: 
12 He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not 

invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in 

return and you be repaid. 13 But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, 

the blind, 14 and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. For you will be 

repaid at the resurrection of the just.” (Luke 14:12-14) 

 

Do quality work for our employer: 

Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you 

will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. (Colossians 3:23-24) 

 

Serve Christ’s church with care and faithfulness: 
12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 

straw— 13 each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be 

revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work that 

anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15) 

 

Stay faithful through trials: 

In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various 

trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though 

it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of 

Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 1:6-7) 

 

Stay faithful to the truth of Scripture: 

For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess the coming of Jesus 

Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist. Watch yourselves, so that you 

may not lose what we have worked for, but may win a full reward. (2 John 7-8) 

 

Conclusion:  Knowing that we will be rewarded in heaven for our works now should not only 

cause us to do good, but should cause us to spur others on to good deeds: 
 

24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to 

meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you 

see the Day drawing near. (Hebrews 10:24-25) 

 

Application:  Some questions to consider: 

 Are you mindful of the fact that you’ll be rewarded for faithfulness to God? 

 Are you developing a taste now for what you’ll enjoy for all eternity—God Himself? 

 Are you encouraging others with the promise of eternal rewards?  


