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NCAC Adult Sunday School 

September 17, 2017 

 

Course Goal:  To learn how to simultaneously hold together the two biblical truths that God sees 

Christians both as perfect and as sinners—and to then learn to live accordingly.  

 

Key Resource (Besides the Bible):  Perfect Sinners, by Matt Fuller (The Good Book Company, 2017) 

 

Why should it matter to us how God sees us? 

 

 

 

Our questions about God’s feelings toward us often arise out of a confusion between our “status 

before God” and our “walk with God.” In our status we are perfect, but in our walk we are sinners: 
 

OUR STATUS BEFORE GOD Our walk with God 

OUR STATUS NEVER CHANGES Our walk is conditional, based on our behavior 

WE ARE JUSTIFIED ONCE AND FOR ALL We are progressively being sanctified 

OUR FATHER’S LOVE FOR US IS SECURE Our Father can be pleased or displeased with us 

WE STAND FORGIVEN OF OUR SINS We deal with fluctuating guilt  

WE ARE DECLARED HOLY We are growing in holiness 

 

So far, we have answered the following questions:  

1. How can God love me when He hates sin?   

2. How strong does my faith need to be?  

3. Does God just love me because He has to?   

 

Today’s Question:  Does God’s love for me vary?  It’s been said, “There’s nothing you can do to 

make God love you more—and there’s nothing you can do to make God love you less.”  Is this 

really true? As believers, does our behavior really have no impact on how God sees us? 

 

“…the Bible doesn’t talk of God’s love for us varying. His love is unconditional because we are 

united to Christ. But his pleasure or displeasure with believers can vary widely. Whether we please 

him or grieve him is conditional on our obedience.” (Fuller, p. 47) 
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Truth 1:  Though I cannot make God love me more, there are things I can do which increase 

His pleasure with me. 

 

Consider the following verses, which speak of God’s pleasure in those who obey Him.    

What does each verse tell us about pleasing God? 

 

I will praise the name of God with a song; I will magnify him with thanksgiving.  

This will please the LORD more than an ox or a bull with horns and hoofs. (Psalm 69:30-31) 

 

Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and 

true), and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. (Ephesians 5:8b-10) 

 

Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us how 

you ought to walk and to please God, just as you are doing, that you do so more and more.   

(1 Thessalonians 4:1) 

 
In Colossians 1:9-13, Paul specifically prays that the Colossian believers would live in a 

way that is worthy of the Lord and which brings Him pleasure.  

 

9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be 

filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so as to walk 

in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and 

increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 being strengthened with all power, according to his 

glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has 

qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 13 He has delivered us from the 

domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son. (Colossians 1:9-13) 

 

Our Status Before God:  From verses 12b-13, what has God done for us or to us? 

 

 

 

Our Walk With God: From verses 10-12a, what can believers now do to live in a way that 

pleases the Lord?  

 

 

 

Our efforts to please God are not to be done to earn God’s love, but because of His love: 
 

God first           We receive that love          We respond by desiring 

loved us          by faith in Christ           to please the Lord 
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Truth 2.  Though I cannot do anything to make God love me less, there are things I can do 

which bring Him displeasure.    

 
25 Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, 

for we are members one of another. 26 Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on 

your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil. 28 Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let 

him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with 

anyone in need. 29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for 

building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 30 And do not grieve 

the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness 

and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 

(Ephesians 4:25-31) 

 

From the above verses, what are examples of things we do that “grieve” God? 

 

 

 

If our status before God is secure, then why should we care if we please or grieve God? 

 
 

 

A few things to note: 

 

 Even as believers, how we live has real consequences on our lives in the present: 

Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the 

woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your 

prayers may not be hindered. (1 Peter 3:7, as an example of how engaging in a particular 

sin impacts our present relationship with God) 

 

 Even as believers, how we live will have real consequences on our lives for eternity: 

So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For we must all 

appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for 

what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. (2 Corinthians 5:9-10) 

 

 Yet, even when we disobey (and displease) God, He still regards us with love; 

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by 

him. For the Lord disciplines the one he loves and chastises every son whom he receives.”  

(Hebrews 12:5-6) 
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Though our justification is secure, our relationship with God is still dynamic: 
 

“Our union with Christ is static. Union does not ebb and flow; it does not waver; it does not 

increase or decrease; it is consistent. We don’t need to lose our assurance as children of God every 

time we sin. We can look back to our union with Christ and repent… 
 

“Our communion with Christ is dynamic. Communion increases and decreases. If you are walking 

in sin, your relationship with God may feel dry. If you seek to please God—to find your joy in what 

he delights in—then your communion with God will be rich.” (Luke Humphrey) 

 
 

Truth 3.  We can only please God because Jesus did—and we’re united to Him. We can’t make 

God love us more—but the more God makes us like Jesus, the more He takes pleasure in us. 

 

Now may the God of peace…equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in 

us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. 

Amen. (Hebrews 13:20-21) 

 

If the work that pleases God is the work of God in us, then how should we think or feel 

about the good things we do? 

 

 

 

If it is the work of God in me that pleases God, then what role do I have in pleasing God? 

 

 

 

“And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must 

believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.” (Hebrews 11:6) 

 

Another way of saying this might be, “Only with faith will our obedience be pleasing to 

God.” God is pleased when two truths are reflected in our relationship with Him: 

 We must believe God “exists.” God is pleased when the truth of His existence is 

embraced by us and reflected in our lives.  

 We must believe God “rewards those who seek Him.” God is pleased when we live in 

ways which affirm the truth that He is a generous God who overflows with goodness. 

“We could say it like this: What pleases God is that our hearts and minds display God's being and 

God's beauty. That we display God's existence and his excellence. That we display how real he is 

and how rewarding he is. This is what pleases God, and this is faith.” (John Piper) 
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Get Practical: The Bible tells us some specific ways our lives can bring pleasure to God: 

 

Trusting God rather than our own strength and abilities: 

…the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, in those who hope in his steadfast love. (Ps. 147:11) 

 

Giving money sacrificially to help others: 

I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the 

gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. (Philippians 4:18) 

 

Giving time to others and sharing with them: 

Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

(Hebrews 13:16) 

 

Taking care of your family’s practical needs: 

But if a widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show godliness to their own 

household and to make some return to their parents, for this is pleasing in the sight of God.  

(1 Timothy 5:4) 

 

Being sexually pure: 

Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us how you 

ought to walk and to please God, just as you are doing, that you do so more and more… For this is the 

will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality. (1 Thessalonians 4:1-3) 

 

Bearing fruit / Growing in knowledge of God: 

…so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work 

and increasing in the knowledge of God. (Colossians 1:10) 

 

Praying for civil government authorities: 

First of all, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, 

for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and 

dignified in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior…(1 Tim. 2:1-3) 

 

Obeying God’s commands: 

 …and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what 

pleases him. (1 John 3:22) 

 

Take an Inventory:  

 How would you rate how you are doing in each area?  

 Are there one or two areas where you might make it your aim to please God more? 

 How can you make sure you do this with the right motive? 


