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NCAC Adult Sunday School 

September 3, 2017 

Why do we care what other people think of us?  

 

 

 

Why does it matter what God thinks of us?  

 

 

 

Does God see you as perfect or as a sinner?   

 

 

For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified. (Heb. 10:14) 
 

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world 

to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. (1 Tim. 1:15.) 

 

What might our life be like if we believe 

that God only sees us as perfect? 

What might our life be like if we believe 

that God only sees us as a sinner? 
 

Potential positive impact: 

 

 
Potential negative impact: 

 

 

Potential positive impact: 

 

 
Potential negative impact: 

 

 

Can both be true? There are several doctrines taught in Scripture with a counterpart that may 

appear contradictory—though both concepts are true. For example: 

 Is God one, or is God three? 

 Is Jesus fully man, or is Jesus fully God? 

 Does God determine everything, or are my choices real? 

 Does God choose me, or do I choose Him? 

 Was the Bible written by God, or was the Bible written by men? 

 Is the Kingdom of God future, or is the Kingdom of God present? 
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Course Goal:  To learn how to simultaneously hold together the two biblical truths that God sees 

Christians both as perfect and as sinners—and to then learn to live accordingly.  

 

Key Resource (Beside the Bible):  Perfect Sinners, by Matt Fuller (The Good Book Company, 2017) 

 

Some questions that we’re going to address in this class:   

 How can God love me if He hates sin?   

 Does God just love me because He has to?   

 Does God’s love for me vary?   

 Does God love all Christians the same?   

 Should I ever feel guilty?   

 Does God reward us differently?   

 How can I enjoy greater assurance of salvation? 

 

“As Christians, we sometimes get confused about how God thinks of us…At the heart of these 

questions is a blurring of our ‘status before God’ and our daily ‘walk with God.’” (Fuller, p. 9) 

 

OUR STATUS BEFORE GOD Our walk with God 

OUR STATUS NEVER CHANGES Our walk is conditional, based on our behavior 

WE ARE JUSTIFIED ONCE AND FOR ALL We are progressively being sanctified 

OUR FATHER’S LOVE FOR US IS SECURE Our Father can be pleased or displeased with us 

WE STAND FORGIVEN OF OUR SINS We deal with fluctuating guilt  

WE ARE DECLARED HOLY We are growing in holiness 

 

We are perfect in our status before God:  Our status before the Lord never changes. We are 

always righteous before him, and so He loves us deeply. 

 

We are sinners in our walk with God:  Our walk before the Lord is highly variable, which is 

why we sometimes feel guilty and wonder what God thinks of us.  

 

“The Christian life is healthiest when…we’re aware both of being perfect in status and also a sinner in 

our Christian walk. Not aware of this just formally as doctrines we believe, but practically as truths 

that affect how we live. It’s surprisingly hard to get right.” (Fuller, p. 11) 

 

Have you found this “surprisingly hard to get right"? Why might that be so? 
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What does it mean to be considered “righteous”? 

 

 

Imagine:  Suppose a jury found a truly guilty man to be guilty of rape and murder. Now imagine 

that afterward the judge stepped in and said, “I declare you ‘not guilty.’ In fact, you’re justified 

before me. You’re not only ‘free to go,’ but you’re ‘free to come.’ You’re free to stay in my home, 

eat my food, make requests of me, and enjoy all the benefits that come with being my friend.”  

 

How would we feel if a judge said that to a guilty man? Why?  

 

 

 

To be considered righteous before God involves more than just not being counted as 

guilty—It means to be in right standing before God, to have complete access to Him, and to 

enjoy all the benefits of knowing Him. But, how can God do this if He hates sin? 

 
21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law 

and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for 

all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus 25 whom 

God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.  (Rom. 3:21-25a) 

 

What do these verses tell us about ourselves prior to our salvation? 

 

 

 

What do these verses tell us about what Christ has done for those who believe in Him? 

 

 

 

He gave us His righteousness (v. 22):   Christ’s righteousness was given us to us, so that we  

   would be counted as conforming to the moral norms     

   of God’s Law and character. 
 

He caused us to be justified (v. 24):     Christ caused us to be declared righteous before God. 
 

He paid for our redemption (v. 24): Christ paid the penalty of our sin, causing us to be 

released from the bondage of sin. 
 

He served as our propitiation (v. 24):   Through His death, Christ appeased the wrath of God     

  against us for our sin, thereby reconciling us to God. 
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Truth 1: God both loves sinners and hates sinners.  The Bible insists that before any of us 

became a Christian, God both loved us and hated us. 

 

What reasons are there to believe that God loves all people—even sinners? 

 

 

 

Despite the fact that God does demonstrate love to all people, it’s not entirely true to say 

that “God hates the sin, but loves the sinner.” Consider the following verses: 

 

“And you shall not walk in the customs of the nation that I am driving out before you, for they did 

all these things, and therefore I detested them.”     (Leviticus 20:23) 

    

“The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; you hate all evildoers. You destroy those who 

speak lies; the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.”   (Psalm 5:5-6) 

 

“The LORD tests the righteous, but his soul hates the wicked and the one who loves violence.”  

(Psalm 11:5) 
 

“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but 

the wrath of God remains on him.”      (John 3:36) 

 

Why might we struggle with the idea of God hating anyone? 

 

 

 

Though it is true that before we were saved God loved us in a sense, why is it important 

to recognize that before we were saved, God also hated us? 

 

 

 

Truth 2: God the Father punishes His Son and justifies sinners.  The God of perfect justice 

cannot just let a criminal off when the criminal is guilty. God will punish sin—and He has done so in 

Christ for believers. Because God has punished our sin “in Christ,” God will not punish us twice.  

 

In fact, God did more than just pardon us for our sin. God declared us to be positively 

righteous. Suppose we have a moral score of -100 and Jesus has a moral score of +100. 

 

   +100    JESUS: Righteous 

         0 

    -100 ME: Condemned 
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When Jesus died for us, He did not just cancel out our negative so that we’re now neutral:  

 

   +100      

         0               ME                            JESUS  

    -100   

 

Rather, Jesus took our -100, and we receive His +100. We are not merely pardoned; we are 

positively righteous. This status before God does not vary and can never be lost! 

 

   +100 ME: Righteous    

         0 

    -100    JESUS: Condemned 

 

How should it impact us to know that God has done all this for us? 

 

 

 

Truth 3: In the Gospel, God both displays justice and shows mercy. The great exchange upon 

the cross is how God combines justice and mercy—where infinite love and inflexible justice meet. 

 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a 

gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by 

his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine 

forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present 

time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. (Rom. 3:23-26) 

 

What do these verses tell us about the nature and character of God the Father? 

 

 

 

So then, how would you answer the question “How can God love me”? 

 

 

 

“How can God love you when he hates sin? He can do so because on the cross he has justly 

punished your sin and granted you Jesus’ righteousness. Your status has changed… 
 

“We’re not just pardoned; we’re loved. We’re not just innocent, but adopted. We’re not just 

liberated, but awarded the right to eternal life. So, don’t live as though on trial before God, 

uncertain of His verdict. The verdict is in, and God says, ‘You’re righteous. A perfect sinner. Come 

near and enjoy me.’” (Fuller, pp. 23-24) 


