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Open:  How have you encountered false teachers? How did you respond to them? 

Read:  Jude 1-3, 20-25 

Discuss:    

1. Jude’s goal in writing is to exhort his readers to “contend for the faith” (v. 3). This phrase, “the 

faith,” occurs 27 times in the New Testament, what do you think it means?   

2. Part of contending for the faith involves building ourselves up in our faith (v. 20). How do you 

go about building yourself up in “the faith”? Since this exhortation is plural (yourselves), what 

can we do to build up others in their faith? What motivates you to prioritize this practice? 

3. How might praying in the Holy Spirit help us contend for the faith (v. 20)? Why do you think 

Jude included reference to the Holy Spirit in this exhortation? What specifically might one pray 

for in this kind of prayer? 

4. Jude also encourages these believers to keep themselves in the love of God (v. 21). Why would 

this be important in contending for the faith? In what sense can we be out of the love of God? 

How would you go about following this exhortation? 

5. In our contending for the faith we are to be “waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus” (v. 21b). 

What do you think Jude means by this? How might it help us in contending for the faith? 

6. Jude encourages his readers to help others who have been influenced by these false teachers 

(vv. 22-23). He seems to have three groups in mind: (1) those in whose minds the false 

teachers have instilled doubt, (2) those who accept the ideas of the false teachers, and (3) 

those who are trying to persuade others to accept this false teaching. What kind of approach 

would you take in ministering to people in each of these categories? 

7. How does Jude’s benediction in verses 24-25 provide specific encouragement to his readers 

(original and current) as they undertake contending for the faith?   

Apply: How is God using Jude to grow your readiness to respond to false teaching?  

Pray:   Pray that we would be people who contend for the faith, who appropriately respond to false 

teachers, and who are faithful to build both ourselves and other believers up in the Lord.  



Jude 1-3, 20-24 

 

1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, To those who are called, beloved in God the 

Father and kept for Jesus Christ: 2 May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you. 

 3 Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I found it necessary 

to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. . . .  

 

20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 

keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal 

life. 22 And have mercy on those who doubt; 23 save others by snatching them out of the fire; to others 

show mercy with fear, hating even the garment stained by the flesh.  

 

24 Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the 

presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be 

glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.  (ESV) 

 

 


