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Open:   What sorts of musical experiences have you had over your lifetime? 

Read:   Psalm 33:1-22 

Discuss:   

1. The psalmist exhorts people to express praise to God through music. Notice how many of the 

words is verses 1-3 pertain to music or musical instruments. Why do you think God’s people 

are commanded to sing? How are you affected when you sing to God? 

2. The first thing for which the writer praises God is His character. List all the references to God’s 

character you see in verses 4 and 5. Why do you think the psalmist begins by describing the 

character of God? Which aspect of God’s character listed is especially meaningful to you? Why? 

3. In verses 6-9 God is praised for His work of creation. According to these verses, how did God 

create the earth? What else does this tell us about God? What does the writer see as an 

appropriate response to this work of God? How are you affected by seeing and considering 

God’s work in creation? 

4. What do verses 10-12 tell us about the authority of God over the nations? How does this 

shape our view of history? How do these verses shape your attitude toward the future? 

5. The writer also sees God has authority over all individual people (vv. 13-17). What does the use 

of “all” in these verses imply about God? Verses 16 and 17 use the word “great” three times. By 

repeating this word, what is the psalmist saying about God? How does this bring you comfort? 

6. What truths about God seen in verse 18-19 motivate us to sing? What does it mean that the 

“eye of the Lord” is on someone (v. 18)? Verse 19 speaks of “death” and “famine.” If you were 

to lose everything, would you still have reason to praise God? Why or why not? 

7. The writer closes by expressing his commitment to wait for the Lord. (v. 20) According to verse 

21, how are his emotions affected by waiting in faith? What similar experiences have you had? 

Apply: How might you better respond to God’s character through song this week? 

Pray:   Pray that God would help us to see and delight in His many wonderful attributes—and to 

overflow with hearts full of praise to Him.   



Psalm 33.   
 
1 Shout for joy in the LORD, O you righteous! 

    Praise befits the upright. 
2 Give thanks to the LORD with the lyre; 

    make melody to him with the harp of ten strings! 
3 Sing to him a new song; 

    play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts. 
 

4 For the word of the LORD is upright, 

    and all his work is done in faithfulness. 
5 He loves righteousness and justice; 

    the earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. 
 

6 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, 

    and by the breath of his mouth all their host. 
7 He gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; 

    he puts the deeps in storehouses. 
8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; 

    let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 
9 For he spoke, and it came to be; 

    he commanded, and it stood firm. 
 

10 The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; 

    he frustrates the plans of the peoples. 
11 The counsel of the LORD stands forever, 

    the plans of his heart to all generations. 
12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, 

    the people whom he has chosen as his heritage! 
 

13 The LORD looks down from heaven; 

    he sees all the children of man; 
14 from where he sits enthroned he looks out 

    on all the inhabitants of the earth, 
15 he who fashions the hearts of them all 

    and observes all their deeds. 
16 The king is not saved by his great army; 

    a warrior is not delivered by his great strength. 
17 The war horse is a false hope for salvation, 

    and by its great might it cannot rescue. 
 

18 Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him, 

    on those who hope in his steadfast love, 
19 that he may deliver their soul from death 

    and keep them alive in famine. 
 

20 Our soul waits for the LORD; 

    he is our help and our shield. 
21 For our heart is glad in him, 

    because we trust in his holy name. 
22 Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, 

    even as we hope in you. (ESV) 


