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The Joy-Driven God-Centered Life 

Session 2: God-Centeredness vs. Man-Centeredness. 

 

 

 

Why it is so important that we seek to discern and avoid man-centeredness? 

 

1) It robs God of His glory (Romans 1:23).   

2) It diminishes our own joy (Psalm 16:11).   

3) It hinders our transformation into Christ-likeness (2 Corinthians 3:18).   

4) It veils the Gospel to unbelievers (2 Corinthians 4:2-4).   

5) It obstructs the passing of the Gospel to the next generation (Psalm 78:4).   

6) It impedes the realization of our mission.   

 

 

The God-centered life must be intentional. 

 

The God-centered life is focused on seeing God glorified in all things. It asks questions like these: 

 “Does this honor God?” 

 “Am I doing this to show the worth of God?”  

 “Will this result in revealing  the greatness of God’s character and works to other people?”  

 

The God-centered life consistently thinks about how everything relates to God. It involves asking: 

 “Is God at the center of this?”  

 “Is this about God, or have I made it about myself, or someone else, or something else?”  

 “How can I say this to show that really this is about God?” 

 

 

Examples from life and ministry. 

 

1) SALVATION.  Why did God save you?   

 

a. A man-centered view of salvation sees salvation primarily as a way to have our needs met: 

i.  Salvation is a way to have a more comfortable life.   

ii. Salvation is way to get God to support our life plans.    

iii. Salvation is a solution to our emotional, relational or financial problems. 

 

b. A God-centered view of salvation sees salvation primarily as an act of God that displays his 

goodness and greatness and that will result in His praise: 
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i. God sent Jesus into the world so He would be praised.  
 

8
 For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's 

truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 
9
 and in order that 

the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will praise you 

among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” (Romans 15:8-9) 

 

ii. God saved and blessed us so that He will be praised.   
 
3
 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
4 

even as he chose us in him before 

the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 
5
 he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 

of his will, 
6 

to the praise of his glorious grace,… (Ephesians.1:3-6) 

 

iii. God called us and saved us so that we would speak His praise. 
 

9
 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 

possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 

darkness into his marvelous light. (1 Peter 2:9) 

 

iv. Jesus will one day return so He will be praised.   
 

9
 They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the 

Lord and from the glory of his might, 
10

 when he comes on that day to be glorified in his 

saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, because our testimony to 

you was believed. (2 Thessalonians 1:9-10) 

 

 

2) MONEY. Who does your money belong to?  

 

a. A man-centered view of money sees money as belonging to us to use for our own needs. 

i. The money I have is mine to use as I want.   

ii. The money I have is partly mine for whatever I want and partly God’s.   

  

b. A God-centered view of money sees money as belonging to God to use for His purposes. 

 

i. All that I have belongs to God.   
 

10
 … And David said: “Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of Israel our father, forever and 

ever. 
11

 Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and 

the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, 

O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. 
12

 Both riches and honor come from you, 

and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might, and in your hand it is to make 

great and to give strength to all. 
13

 And now we thank you, our God, and praise your 

glorious name. (1 Chronicles 29:10-13) 

 

ii. Money is a resource that God has entrusted me to use wisely for His glory.  
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31
 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31) 

 
25

 The desire of the sluggard kills him, for his hands refuse to labor. 
26

 All day long he 

craves and craves, but the righteous gives and does not hold back. (Proverbs 21:25-26) 

 

 

3) MARRIAGE. What is the purpose of marriage?   

 

a. A man-centered view of marriage sees marriage primarily as a means to have my needs met. 

i. Marriage is primarily for physical satisfaction. 

ii. Marriage is primarily for emotional fulfillment.   

iii. Marriage is primarily for social stability.   

 

b. A God-centered view of marriage sees marriage as a relationship for glorifying God. 

 

i. Marriage reveals the gracious character of God who knows the needs of man and has 

created the gift of marriage to meet those needs. 
 

18
 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a 

helper fit for him.” (Genesis 2:18) 

  

ii. Marriage is an opportunity to gain a helpmate as we seek to fulfill God’s purposes in 

His world. 

 

iii. Marriage is a means of displaying the glory of Christ in the relationship between Him 

and His church. 
 

25
 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 

26
 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 

27
 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or 

any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 
28

 In the same way husbands 

should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 
29

 For no 

one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the 

church, 
30 

because we are members of his body. 
31

 “Therefore a man shall leave his father 

and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 
32

 This 

mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 33 However, 

let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her 

husband. (Ephesians 5:25-33) 

 

 

4) SUFFERING (OR AFFLICTION).  What should be our attitude toward suffering?   

 

a. A man-centered view of suffering sees suffering as an evil to avoid. 

 



4 

 

b. A God-centered view of suffering sees suffering as an opportunity to glorify God.  

 

i. Suffering can be thought of as a gift which provides us the opportunity to show that 

Christ is more valuable than our comfort and convenience.    
 

29 
For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in 

him but also suffer for his sake. (Philippians 1:29) 

 

ii. Suffering can be thought of as a normal part the Christian life that will result in us 

becoming more like Christ.   
 

3
 More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endur-

ance, 
4
 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope. (Rom. 5:3-4)  

 

iii. Suffering can be thought of as a means of revealing the sufficiency of God’s grace 

over our difficulties. 
 

9 
But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 

weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 

power of Christ may rest upon me. 
10

 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with 

weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I 

am strong. (2 Corinthians 12:9-10). 

 

 

5) MISSIONS. What is the purpose of missions?   

 

a. A man-centered view of missions sees missions primarily as a way to improve people’s 

standard of living while on earth, motivated by the desire to care for the needs of others. 

i. Just social work to make life better. 

ii. Just humanitarian aid to relieve temporary suffering. 

 

b. A God-centered view of missions recognizes that central to missions is the  proclamation of 

the glory of God through the gospel of Christ to unreached peoples motivated by the desire 

to see God worshipped by more peoples. 
 

9
 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, 

from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 

clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 
10

 and crying out with a loud voice, 

“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” (Revelation 7:9-10) 

 

 

6) OTHER AREAS.  

a. Prayer: Why should we pray? 

b. Death: What happens at death? 

c. Children’s Sunday School: Why do we offer Children’s Sunday School?  


