
The Joy-Driven God-Centered Life 
Session 6: Glorifying God by Delighting in Him 
 
 
 
Why do you obey God? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“…remember the words of  

the Lord Jesus, how he himself 

said, ‘It is more blessed  

to give than to receive.’” 

(Acts 20:35) 

 

“By faith Moses,… 

considered the reproach of 

Christ greater wealth than  

the treasures of Egypt, for he 

was looking to the reward.” 

(Hebrews 11:24-26) 

 

“…Jesus, the founder 

 and perfecter of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set 

before him endured the cross, 

despising the shame,  

and is seated at the right hand 

of the throne of God.” 

(Hebrews 12:20) 

“Serve the Lord  

with gladness! 

Come into his presence  

with singing.”  

(Psalm 100:2) 

 

“Each one must give as he 

 has decided in his heart,  

not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God  

loves a cheerful giver.”  

(2 Corinthians 9:7)  

 

“…you joyfully accepted  

the plunder of your property, 

since you knew  

that you yourselves  

had a better possession 

 and an abiding one.”  

(Hebrews 10:34)  

“These things I have  

spoken to you,  

that my joy may be in you,  

and that your joy may be full.”  

(John 15:11)  

 

 

 

 

 

Review of definitions: 

 

Joy in God: Finding gladness in that which offers the most joy, joy in God involves treasuring God in heart and 

mind above all else and delighting in Him, in His character, in His purposes, and in His ways. 

 

Joy-driven (obedience to God): To serve or obey God out of a sincere longing to please God and to find 

pleasure both in Him and in obedience to Him.   

Your Motive: Your Action: The Result: 



We can summarize “The Joy-Driven God-Centered Life” another way: 

 

What’s our ultimate purpose? To glorify God.  

 To show God’s splendor to others.  

 To reveal His magnificence to the world. 

 To declare His excellencies.  

 

How do we best do this? By delighting in Him.  

 By finding our greatest joy in Him.  

 By treasuring Him more than anything.  

 By rejoicing in Him over all else.  

 

How does delighting in God glorify Him? Delight reveals worth.  

 We value most what we delight in most.  

 Pleasure is a gauge that shows how valuable something is to us. 

 So, the more we delight in God, the more we reveal how much He means to us. 

 
Consider the following examples from real life showing that enjoyment displays the worth of an object, 

and that we delight in the things and people that we value and treasure. 

 

1. Food:  Our delight in a particular dish reveals what we think of its worth: 

 If, after tasting a dish, someone pushes it away, we will conclude they do not care for the 

food. Its lack of worth to them is evident by their lack of enjoyment in it.   

 However, a person who highly values a particular meal will show it by eagerly consuming it 

and even commenting on it. Their enjoyment reflects its value to them. 

 

2. Art: Our delight in a particular piece of art reveals what we think of its worth: 

 If someone has no interest at all in even looking at artwork, we will conclude that they do not 

value art or consider it to hold much worth. 

 However, a person who highly values great artwork will show it by spending time viewing the 

artwork and using their money to purchase it. Their enjoyment of it shows its worth to them. 

 

3. A fountain: Our delight in a drinking fountain reveals its worth to us. 

 If someone shows no interest in the fountain, we will conclude that they are not in need of 

the refreshment that it offers and therefore do not value it. 

 However, if someone drinks deeply and often from that fountain (as after a long walk on a 

hot day) it shows they that value the fountain for its satisfying refreshment. 

 

4. Sports: Our delight in a sports team reveals its value to us. 

 If someone shows little interest in a particular team, doesn’t watch them play, and doesn’t 

bother to follow them in the news, we will conclude that they do not care about the team. 

 However, if someone really enjoys watching a particular team play, goes to their games 

whenever they can, follows them closely in the news, and purchases fan gear from that 

team, we naturally assume that the person highly values this team. 



 


