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The Joy-Driven God-Centered Life 

Session 7: Joy-Driven God-Centered Worship 

 

 

 

What is the Glory of God? 

 

“In one sense of the word glory it simply means ‘honor’ or ‘excellent reputation’…In this sense, the glory of 

God is not exactly an attribute of his being but rather describes the superlative honor that should be given to 

God by everything in the universe…In another sense, God’s ‘glory’ means the bright light that surrounds 

God’s presence …God’s glory is something that belongs to him alone and is the appropriate outward 

expression of his own excellence. The greatness of God’s being, the perfection of all his attributes, is some-

thing that we can never fully comprehend, but before which we can only stand in awe and worship. Thus, it is 

appropriate indeed that the visible manifestation of God be such that we would be unable to gaze fully upon 

it, and that it would be so bright that it would call forth both great delight and deep awe from us when we 

behold it only in part. Quite amazingly, God made us to reflect his glory.”      (Grudem, Systematic Theology)  

 

“The glory of God is the beauty and excellence of his manifold perfections. It is an attempt to put into words 

what God is like in his magnificence and purity. It refers to his infinite and overflowing fullness of all that is 

good. The term might focus on his different attributes from time to time—like his power and wisdom and 

mercy and justice—because each one is indeed awesome and beautiful in its magnitude and quality. But in 

general God's glory is the perfect harmony of all his attributes into one infinitely beautiful and personal 

being.”    (Piper, from a sermon on Isaiah 43:1-7 entitled God Created Us For His Glory)  

 

 

Attributes of God (Not a Complete List): 

 

• His holiness 

• His love  

• His power and strength  

• His mercy and grace 

• His faithfulness and trustworthiness   The things that make God glorious 

• His goodness  

• His knowledge and wisdom  

• His sovereignty  

• His righteousness and justice  

• His glory (No! “His glory is not just another attribute) 

 

 

How do these verses reflect the glory of God? 

 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish  

but have eternal life.” i         (John 3:16)  
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“…but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 

they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.”     (Isaiah 30:31)  

 

 

 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 

 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.”  (Proverbs 3:5-6)  

 

 

 

“Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your God who goes with you. 

He will not leave you or forsake you.”       (Deuteronomy 31:6)  

 

 

 

 

Is just recognizing God’s glory the best way to glorify Him? 

 

“God is glorified not only by His glory’s being seen, but by its being rejoiced in. When those that see it delight 

in it, God is more glorified than if they only see it. His glory is then received by the whole soul, both by the 

understanding and by the heart. God made the world that He might communicate, and the creature receive, 

His glory; and that it might *be+ received both by the mind and heart. He that testifies his idea of God’s glory 

*doesn’t+ glorify God so much as he that testifies also his…delight in it.”      

(Edwards, The End for Which God Created the World)  

 

 

 

Joy-Driven God-Centered Worship. 

 
7 You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he said: 

8 “‘This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; 
9 in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’” 

      (Jesus, in Matthew 15:7-9 quoting from Isaiah 29:13) 

  

 

“Worship is a feast of the glorious perfections of God in Christ.”    

(Piper, The Dangerous Duty of Delight) 

 

 

“Worship is a way of gladly reflecting back to God the radiance of His Worth….Without the engagement of 

the heart we do not really worship. The engagement of the heart in worship is the coming alive of the 

feelings and emotions and affections of the heart. Where feelings for God are dead, worship is dead.”       

      (Piper, Desiring God)  
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1) Worship is almost always described or commanded as the expression of positive  

 

affection  toward God. 

 

a. How lovely is your dwelling place, 

O Lord of hosts! 

My soul longs, yes, faints 

for the courts of the Lord; 

my heart and flesh sing for joy 

to the living God.  (Psalm 84:1,2)  

 

b. Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; 

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 

For the Lord is a great God, 

and a great King above all gods.  (Psalm 95:1-3) 

 

c. Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 

break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, 

with the lyre and the sound of melody! 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord!  (Psalm 98:4-6) 

 

d. But the righteous shall be glad; 

they shall exult before God; 

they shall be jubilant with joy! (Psalm 68:3) 

 
e. See also Psalm 92:1-4; 9:1,2; 33:1; 67:4,5; 89:15-17; Rev 19:6,7. 

 

 

2) Worship is the natural outcome of delight in God. 

 

a. Let those who delight in my righteousness 

shout for joy and be glad 

and say evermore, “Great is the Lord, 

who delights in the welfare of his servant!” 

Then my tongue shall tell of your righteousness 

and of your praise all the day long.  (Psalm 35:27,28) 

 

b. Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, 

that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.  (Psalm 90:14) 
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c. God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; 

my soul thirsts for you; 

my flesh faints for you, 

as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 

So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, 

beholding your power and glory. 

Because your steadfast love is better than life, 

my lips will praise you. 

So I will bless you as long as I live; 

in your name I will lift up my hands.  (Psalm 63:1-4) 

 

 

c) Worship completes our joy. As he was moving toward belief in God, C. S. Lewis found himself 

troubled by God’s insistence that he be praised.  It seemed to Lewis that it put God in the 

position of one craving “for our worship like a vain woman who wants compliments.”  Eventually, 

he came to recognize the error in his thinking: 

 

“But the most obvious fact about praise—whether of God or anything—strangely escaped 

me. I thought of it in terms of compliment, approval, or the giving of honor. I had never 

noticed that all enjoyment spontaneously overflows into praise.... The world rings with 

praise-lovers praising their mistresses, readers their favorite poet, walkers praising the 

countryside, players praising their favorite game. . . . 

 

My whole, more general, difficulty about the praise of God depended on my absurdly 

denying to us, as regards the supremely Valuable, what we delight to do, what indeed we 

can't help doing, about everything else we value. I think we delight to praise what we enjoy 

because the praise not merely expresses but completes the enjoyment; it is its appointed 

consummation.”      (C. S. Lewis, Reflections on the Psalms) 

 

 

What should you do if you don’t feel joy when you come to Sunday Morning Worship? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
i
 i All Scripture verses are from the English Standard Version (ESV) 


