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Spirit-filled: The Work of the Holy Spirit in the Life of the Believer   
Adult Sunday School Class March 2018 Week 4 

Aspirations (our goals for the class) 

 We seek to gain a clearer understanding of the biblical testimony regarding the work of the Holy Spirit in 
the life the believer. (cognitive) 

 We seek to develop a deeper appreciation for the work of the Holy Spirit within us. (affective) 

 We seek to stimulate a greater desire to welcome and cooperate with the work of the Holy Spirit in our 
lives and in our church. (volitional) 

 

Approach (our method for the class) 
 

 Father, Son and Spirit in the Work of Redemption 

 Describing and Prescribing: A Word about Hermeneutics 

 The Holy Spirit and the book of Acts 

 Exploring Biblical Terms for the Work of the Holy Spirit 

 Pursuing Active Engagement with the Holy Spirit 
 

The Holy Spirit and the book of Acts 

“You will notice as you read [Acts] that at every key juncture, in every key person, the Holy Spirit plays the 

absolutely leading role. According to Luke, all of this forward movement did not happen by human design; 

it happened because God willed it and the Holy Spirit carried it out.” 

                                                   How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth by Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart 
 

Luke’s progress reports track the spread of the Gospel and the growth of the church reflecting  his 

structure for the book of Acts. 

And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in 

Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.  Acts 6:7  
 

31So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. 

And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.  Acts 9:31 
 

24 But the word of God increased and multiplied.  Acts 12:24 
 

4As they went on their way through the cities, they delivered to them for observance the decisions that 

had been reached by the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. So the churches were 

strengthened in the faith, and they increased in numbers daily.  Acts 16:4, 5 
 

20 So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily.  Acts 19:20 

 

Acts: A Few Questions 

 Why is the manifestation of the Holy Spirit’s presence delayed in Acts 8 and Acts 19 but not in Acts 10? 

The Spirit is Given to the Church. 
3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they 

were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them 

utterance. Acts 2:3, 4 
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The Gospel goes to the Samaritans. 
 

14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they 

sent to them Peter and John, 15 who came down and prayed for them that they might receive 

the Holy Spirit, 16 for he had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had only been baptized in 

the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then they laid their hands on them and they received the Holy 

Spirit. Acts 8:14-17 
 

 The Gospel goes to the Gentiles. 
 

44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 45 And 

the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the 

gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For they were hearing 

them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone withhold 

water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And 

he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.  Acts 10:44-48 
 

Peter twice defends and describes the Gentiles reception of the Gospel. 
 

15 As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning. 16 And I 

remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when 

we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God's way?”  Acts 11:15-17 
 

7 And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brothers, you know 

that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should 

hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to 

them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, 9 and he made no distinction between 

us and them, having cleansed their hearts by faith.  Acts 15:7-9 
 

The Gospel goes to followers of John the Baptist in Asia Minor. 
 

4 And Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in 

the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the 

name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on 

them, and they began speaking in tongues and prophesying. Acts 19:4-6 
 

One work of the Holy Spirit in Christ’s church is to produce unity. The potential for division in the early 

church between Jews, Samaritans and Gentiles was extreme. At this critical time in the history of 

redemption, God orchestrates specific events with regard to the spread of the Gospel and the work of 

the Holy Spirit so that the unity of the church is ensured. Recognized church leaders are present when 

the manifestation of the Spirit is given to Jews (Acts 2), Samaritans (Acts 8), Gentiles (Acts 10) and 

followers of John the Baptist in Asia Minor (Acts 19). The following passages reveal just how much God 

cares about unity in Christ’s church. 
  

Paul explains to Gentiles at Ephesus how they have been unified with the people of God through 

the work of Christ. He says the same Holy Spirit gives both Jews and Gentiles access to God and 

is building the followers of Jesus, Jew and Gentile, into a dwelling place for God. 
 



3 | P a g e  
 

11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” 

by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 12 remember that you 

were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and 

strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.13 But now 

in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of 

Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his 

flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed 

in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making 

peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the 

hostility. 17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who 

were near. 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.19 So then you are 

no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 

household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself 

being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy 

temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God 

by the Spirit.  Ephesians 2:11-22 
 

Believers are exhorted to preserve the unity the Spirit has built into the church. 
1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to 

which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 

another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one 

body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one 

Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in 

all.  Ephesians 4:1-6 
 

The presence of the Holy Spirit among believers in the early church produced unity. 
 

32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that 

any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. 33 And 

with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 

and great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy person among them, for as many 

as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was 

sold 35 and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.  Acts 

4:32-35  (note also 2:44, 45) 
 

Shared commitment to one another in the church is a characteristic of the work of the Spirit. 
 

1So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation [Greek = 

fellowship, koinonia] in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of 

the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.  Philippians 2:1,2, 

(note also 2 Corinthians 13:14) 
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 What terms does Luke use to describe the coming of the Holy Spirit and his effects upon groups and 

individuals? 

The following five words or phrases are used by Luke to refer to the first coming of the Holy 

Spirit on the church in Acts 2 and the coming of the Spirit upon subsequent new believers: 
 

Baptize with  Acts 1:5; Acts 11:16 

Receive  2:38; 8:15, 17; 10:47; 19:2 

Come upon 1:8 

Fall upon  10:44; 8:16; 11:15 

Pour out  2:17, 18, 33; 10:45 
 

Luke uses the word fill to describe either the initial coming of the Spirit on a person (as above) 

or a filling for empowerment in the service of Gospel. Sometimes these can be simultaneous as 

in Acts 2 where believers are filled with the Spirit and immediately empowered to proclaim the 

mighty works of God. In some cases the nature of the serving may not be mentioned as in Acts 

13:52. 
 

Filled with  2:4; 4:8; 4:31; 9:17; 13:9, 52 
 

At other points in Acts, Luke will speak of people being full of the Spirit. The context of this 

designation often indicates the spiritual qualities of the person in view as of the seven men 

chosen to assist the Apostles in serving the Jerusalem church (Acts 6:3, 5) and of Barnabas (Acts 

11:24). Once Luke uses it to describe the state of Stephen just before his martyrdom (7:55). 
 

Full of  6:3,5; 7:55; 11:24 
 

 What should we learn from Acts 4 regarding prayer and the empowerment of the Holy Spirit? 
 

23 When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and the 

elders had said to them. 24 And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said, 

“Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, 25 who 

through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, 

“‘Why did the Gentiles rage, 

    and the peoples plot in vain? 
26 The kings of the earth set themselves, 

    and the rulers were gathered together, 

    against the Lord and against his Anointed’[e]— 
27 for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you 

anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do 

whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 29 And now, Lord, look upon their 

threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness, 30 while you 

stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy 

servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was 

shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with 

boldness.  Acts 4:23-31 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+4&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27037e

