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THEOLOGY FOR LIFE                       TFL 2018f:1 

NCAC Sunday School Class  Fall 2018                            T. Brad Manley   
based on Systematic Theology by Wayne Grudem (chapters 54 and 55) 
The Return of Christ 
 
 

Overall Class Objective:  To intensify our pursuit of a God-centered, Gospel-based life through a deeper 
understanding of the character and work of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  
 

 

Class Overview 
 

1. Explore the current apathy within the Christian church regarding the return of Jesus and the future. 
2. Identify the common beliefs held by Bible-believing people regarding the second coming of Christ. 
3. Delineate the three major views of the millennium. 
4. Compare and contrast the three views of the millennium. 
5. Describe the taking up of the church relative to the various views of the millennium. 
6. Determine a biblical rationale for deepening our positive anticipation of Jesus’ return. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Review 
 

 

1. What is systematic theology? 
 

“Systematic theology is any study that answers the question, ‘What does the whole Bible teach us 

today?’” about any given topic.” John Frame 
 

2. Why do we need systematic theology?  The Puzzle Analogy 
 

 

Notes 

1) Explore the current apathy within the Christian church regarding the return of Jesus and 
the future. 
 

a) The apparent absence of longing for being in the presence of Jesus or experiencing his return in the 
lyrics of contemporary Christian music may be indicative of a defective theology in the church. 

 

i) The Cyber Hymnal records 690 hymns from the past reflecting a longing for being in heaven in the 
presence of Christ.  For example: 
(1) When We All Get To Heaven 

(2) Shall We Gather At The River 

(3) Oh That Will Be Glory For Me 

(4) Face To Face 

(5) Beyond the Sunset 

(6) Until Then 

(7) In the Sweet Bye and Bye 

(8) On Jordan’s Stormy Banks I Stand 
 

b) A contrast with the testimony of Scripture: 
 

i) “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.  In my Father's 

house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 

place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you 

to myself, that where I am you may be also.  John 14:1-3 
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ii) But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will 

transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to 

subject all things to himself.  Philippians 3:20, 21 
 

iii) For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce 

ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present 

age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 

Christ.  Titus 2:11-13 
 

iv)  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and 

the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on 

it will be exposed. Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to 

be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 

because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as 

they burn! But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which 

righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found 

by him without spot or blemish, and at peace.  2 Peter 3:10-14 
 

v) And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, so Christ, having 

been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to 

save those who are eagerly waiting for him.  Hebrews 9:27, 28 
 

a) Possible causes of apathy regarding the coming of Jesus 
 

i) We do not perceive the glory of Christ or the benefits of his coming. 
 

(1) . . . when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels  in flaming fire, 

inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel 

of our Lord Jesus.  They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the 

presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, when he comes on that day to be glorified 

in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you 

was believed.  2 Thessalonians 1:7-10 
 

(2) These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and 

greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the 

earth. For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had 

been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to 

return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 

ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.  Hebrews 11:13-

16 
 

(3) If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I 

cannot tell. I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with 

Christ, for that is far better.  Philippians 1:22, 23 
 

ii) We treasure this world. 

(1) Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 

where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For 
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where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  Matthew 6:19-21 


