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THEOLOGY FOR LIFE                       TFL 2018f:2 

NCAC Sunday School Class  Fall 2018                            T. Brad Manley   
based on Systematic Theology by Wayne Grudem (chapters 54 and 55) 
The Return of Christ 
 
 

Overall Class Objective:  To intensify our pursuit of a God-centered, Gospel-based life through a deeper 
understanding of the character and work of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  
 

 

Class Overview 
 

1. Explore the current apathy within the Christian church regarding the return of Jesus and the future. 
2. Identify the common beliefs held by Bible-believing people regarding the second coming of Christ. 
3. Delineate the four major views of the millennium. 
4. Compare and contrast the four views of the millennium. 
5. Describe the taking up of the church relative to the various views of the millennium. 
6. Determine a biblical rationale for deepening our positive anticipation of Jesus’ return. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Review 
C 

 

1. What is systematic theology? “Systematic theology is any study that answers the question, ‘What does 
the whole Bible teach us today?’” about any given topic.” John Frame 
 

2. Why do we need systematic theology?  The Puzzle Analogy – we need all of the “pieces” of biblical 
truth assembled in a coherent whole to accurately understand the Bible. 
 

3. The normal disposition of Jesus’ followers is that they eagerly await his return. (Titus 2:12, 13; Phil. 
3:20) 

a. “To some extent, then, the degree to which we actually long for Christ’s return is a measure of 
the spiritual condition of our own lives at the moment. It also gives some measure of the 
degree to which we see the world as it really is, as God sees it, in bondage to sin rebellion 
against God, and in the power of the evil one.” Wayne Grudem 

 
 

Notes 

2) Identify the common beliefs held by Bible-believing people regarding the second coming of Christ. 
 

a) Christ will suddenly, visibly, physically return to the earth. 
 

i) “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father's house are many 

rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be 

also.  John 14:1-3 
 

ii) For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of the 
Son of Man. . . .Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the 
earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory.  . . . Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do 
not expect.  Matthew 24:27, 30, 44 
 

iii) And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 

out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by 

them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, 

who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 

heaven.”  Acts 1:9-11 
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iv) For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an 

archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.                 

1 Thessalonians 4:16 
 

b) All people who have ever lived will be physically resurrected. 
 

i) Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, 
those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of 
judgment.  John 5:28, 29 
 

ii) But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a 
man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in 
Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who 
belong to Christ.  1 Corinthians 15:20-33 
 

c) A final judgment of unbelievers will result in their eternal separation from God. 
 

i)  Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, 
and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and 
books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by 
what was written in the books, according to what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead who were in 
it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, 
according to what they had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was 
thrown into the lake of fire.  Revelation 20:11-15 
 

ii) . . . when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance 

on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  They will suffer 

the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might . 

. .    2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 
 

d) All believers will be rewarded and will dwell eternally with Christ in a new heavens and new earth. 
 

i) For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is 
due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.  2 Corinthians 5:10 
 

ii) And the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces and worshiped 
God, saying, 
“We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty,                                                                                   
    who is and who was, 
for you have taken your great power 
    and begun to reign. 
The nations raged, 
    but your wrath came, 
    and the time for the dead to be judged, 
and for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints, 
    and those who fear your name, 
    both small and great, 
and for destroying the destroyers of the earth.”  Revelation 11:15-18 

  

e) Satan will be defeated, judged and punished forever.  
 

i) . . . and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and 
the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.  Revelation 20:10 
 

ii) Then he will say to those on his left, “Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels.”  Mt25:41 
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Four contested questions regarding return of Christ:  
 
What is the nature of the millennium? 
 Is the 1000 years literal or symbolical? 
  
When does the millennium take place relative to the return of Jesus? 
 Does it occur before or after Jesus returns to earth or is it occurring now? 
 
What is the sequence of the taking up of the church and the period of tribulation? 
 Will the taking up of the church come before, during or after the tribulation?  
 
How do God’s promises to Israel relate to the end time events? 
 Does God have a separate plan for Israel and the church or are they the same? 
 

 

 


