
A Powerful Aroma  
  

 Spread the _______________ of Christ!  

 

                  spread the fragrance of Christ! 

 

 Spread the fragrance of Christ _______________       !   

 

 Spread the fragrance of Christ everywhere to ____________________   _!  

 

  We are __________      _________ to spread the fragrance of Christ!  

  

 
 
 

TRANSFORMED 
  



2 Corinthians 2:12-17 
 
12 When I came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, even though a door  
     was opened for me in the Lord,  
13 my spirit was not at rest because I did not find my brother Titus there. So  
     I took leave of them and went on to Macedonia. 
14 But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal  
     procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of  
     him everywhere. 
15 For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved  
     and among those who are perishing,   
16 to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life  
     to life. Who is sufficient for these things? 
17 For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God’s word, but as men of  
     sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the sight of God we speak in Christ.  
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Open:   What’s one of your favorite smells? Are there any particular smells that trigger key memories?  

Read & Discuss:   2 Corinthians 2:12-17 

1. In light of verses 12-13, what would you say were some of Paul’s top priorities? How does Paul 
appear to make decisions about where to go? What would it look like for us to live with Paul’s 
priorities and pattern for making decisions?  

2. What truths about God does Paul celebrate in verse 14? What images come to mind when you 
think of a “triumphal procession”? When Paul says that God “spreads the fragrance of the 
knowledge of him everywhere,” how would you describe this fragrance?  

3. Looking at verses 15-16, in what sense are we the “aroma of Christ to God among those who 
are being saved”? What is the significance of Paul speaking of believers as those “who are 
being saved,” as opposed to describing us as “those who are saved”?  

4. How are we the “aroma of Christ to God among…those who are perishing” (vv. 15-16)? How 
does it impact you to know that not everyone appreciates the aroma you spread? (See 1 Corin. 
1:18.) Should we try to change Christ’s aroma to make Him more appealing? Why or why not? 

5. Paul recognizes our own inadequacy for this weighty task when he asks “who is sufficient for 
these things?” (v. 17). Looking back over this passage, what is God’s role in the process Paul 
describes? What would be our assumed role? How should these truths shape how we view 
ourselves in relation to the world every time we leave our home or interact with others?  

6. From verse 17, what would you conclude is Paul’s motivation for making Christ known to 
others? What is the difference between being a “peddler of God’s word” and being a “man of 
sincerity”? How would you expect a different “fragrance” from each type of person?  

7. If people in our community were asked to describe the “aroma” of our church, what might they 
say? How might an observer describe the “aroma” of our small group? How might your friends 
and family describe the “aroma” of your life and character over this past week?  

Apply: How will thinking of yourself as one who “spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of Christ” 
shape how you conduct yourself this week?  

Pray: Pray that Christ’s true aroma would be spread through us.  



2 Corinthians 2:12-17 

12 When I came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, even though a door was opened for me in the 

Lord, 13 my spirit was not at rest because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I took leave of them 

and went on to Macedonia. 

14 But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us 

spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. 15 For we are the aroma of Christ to God 

among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing, 16 to one a fragrance from 

death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these things? 17 For we 

are not, like so many, peddlers of God's word, but as men of sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the 

sight of God we speak in Christ. (ESV) 

 


