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Learning, Striving and Growing to Love God with All You Have 

WEEK 1 - What is the extent of the call of a disciple of Christ? 

 What are some other ways of saying “All In”? 

How to Almost Follow Jesus: 

  On www.desiringgod.org by Marshall Segal 

Summary: 

If you want to almost follow Jesus, here are three ways from Matthew 8. 

1. Follow (without) your heart. 

2. Fall away when following gets hard. 

3. Hear, “Follow me,” and drag your feet. 

“Following Jesus always means leaving something. You can’t continue to be all you 

were, and simply add him into your routine. But whatever you’re asked to leave behind 

— even the most precious relationships — will pale next to all that you receive, now and 

on your thrones forever. True followers do not fit Jesus in and around their other 

relationships and priorities, but make him their first love and highest priority — and the 

lens through which they see and enjoy all else.” - Segal 

  Questions: 

1. How serious are we in our commitment to following Jesus? (Think in 

terms of you as an individual, the Neighborhood Church family, and the 

overall global church.) 

 

2. What is the potential cost in a half-hearted commitment to discipleship? 

 

Personal Prayer: 

We’ve all walked in half-hearted commitment at some level and yet we cannot decide 

that because of our past failure we will lose our resolve to walk fully committed to Jesus.  

Spend the next few minutes asking God to reveal to you how you might grow to follow 

him more completely … to reveal to you blind spots in your obedience and deficiencies in 

your commitment. Perhaps even just begin in repentance.  

So you can have an accurate expectation of how deep to take this conversation with 

Jesus I’ll give us about three minutes. Sorry if that just gets you warmed up we’ll have 

additional time later. 

 

http://www.desiringgod.org/
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Christ’s Expectation of His Disciples: 

Mark 12:28–30 

[28] And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and 

seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most 

important of all?” [29] Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord 

our God, the Lord is one. [30] And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ (ESV) 

Take a minute and write down an answer to the following question. 

How might you rephrase verse 30 in your own words? 

Would a couple of you be willing to share your paraphrase of this command? 

 

Greek - Holos (Hallus) With the whole. 

I’ve seen these divided and while that approach can have some value. The list I believe is 

supposed to express the comprehensive expectation of God. His commandment is to love 

him with everything that we are and everything we have. Jesus never calls us to follow 

him partially, temporarily or in addition to other existing pursuits. The disciples drop 

their nets and follow. 

Another thing I notice in this passage is the emphasis on love. Our relationship to God is 

built on a foundation of love. All our obedience. All our sacrifice. All our worship. Literally 

all that we do in our part for this relationship is an extension of our love for God. 

The very real danger in a Sunday School which is aimed at making practical progress in 

our surrendering everything to God is that we can confuse our motive for this pursuit. 

We can incorrectly assume that it is because we follow that God accepts us and 

welcomes us into His kingdom. This acceptance is only possible because of Christ’s 

perfect work, which we can add zero additional value to.   

I think at some level this course is necessary because the modern Gospel has become 

often truncated in ways that are unhelpful to faithful discipleship. 

My introduction to the Gospel was probably like many of yours. Jesus loves me and He 

wants to take away my sin and make my life great. If I turn to Him the troubles of my life 

will melt away and my joy will well up like a never-ending fountain. These sentiments 

were given to me with the best of intentions and yet they are all in many ways only half-

truths. These truths are highlighting all the most welcomed parts of trusting Jesus. Jesus 

in Luke 14 paints a much tougher path for his followers to expect. In this passage Jesus 

highlight for us 3 conditions we should be prepare to meet if we plan on following Him. 

Look for them as we read through. 

Luke 14:25–35 
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[25] Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, [26] “If 

anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and 

children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 

[27] Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 

[28] For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the 

cost, whether he has enough to complete it? [29] Otherwise, when he has laid a 

foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, [30] saying, ‘This 

man began to build and was not able to finish.’ [31] Or what king, going out to 

encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able 

with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? [32] And 

if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of 

peace. [33] So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot 

be my disciple. 

[34] “Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? [35] It 

is of no use either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears 

to hear, let him hear.” (ESV) 

 

1. What conditions does Jesus give for those seeking to be His disciple?  

Be ready to choose me before all others. Be ready for difficulty. Be ready to give 

it all up. 

2. Why don’t we typically share the gospel like this?  

 

(What does this mean about the importance of good discipleship? True disciples 

need to know more than what it takes to be save in order to follow Jesus.) 

 

3. What happens to the Church if “disciples” of Jesus do not embrace this 

expectation? 

 

Recently God shined a light on Luke 8, a familiar passage, in a way which reminded me 

of the threats to our grip on faith.  

Luke 8:11–15 

[11] Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. [12] The ones along the path 

are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their 

hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. [13] And the ones on the rock are 

those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these have no root; they 

believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away. [14] And as for what fell among the 

thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the 

cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. [15] As for that 
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in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and 

good heart, and bear fruit with patience. (ESV) 

This parable reminds us that the mark of a disciple is fruit. Notice the evidence of true 

conversion in verse 15. Our salvation comes by faith alone in Christ alone. But the test of 

that faith’s genuineness is whether of not the disciple’s faith makes fruit.  

This brings me to Matthew 7 where Jesus makes even clearer this idea that true disciples 

bear fruit. 

Matthew 7:15–27 

[15] “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are 

ravenous wolves. [16] You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from 

thornbushes, or figs from thistles? [17] So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the 

diseased tree bears bad fruit. [18] A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a 

diseased tree bear good fruit. [19] Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down 

and thrown into the fire. [20] Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. 

[21] “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 

the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. [22] On that day many will 

say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your 

name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ [23] And then will I declare to them, 

‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ 

[24] “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise 

man who built his house on the rock. [25] And the rain fell, and the floods came, and 

the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded 

on the rock. [26] And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them 

will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. [27] And the rain fell, and the 

floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was 

the fall of it.” (ESV) 

Verses 21-23 are very intriguing to me. Jesus calls us to do God’s will and yet gives an 

example of those who claimed to be doing God’s will and yet Jesus describes them as 

workers of lawlessness.  

What do you think separates those who do the will of the Father from those whom 

Jesus says He never knew? 

Steady fruitfulness seems to be the key demonstration of a true transformation. 

After 25 years or so in faith I have come to the conclusion that most of the people who 

are “following Jesus” might be best described as tithing a portion of their lives to Jesus. 

By tithing I mean giving a portion of it. We give our Sunday mornings or a bit of our 

income. We invite Him in to cert aspects of our life while dismissing His presence in other 

areas.  
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Jesus makes it clear. If we are going to follow Him… if we are going to be disciples of His 

we must love him with everything we have. We must count the cost and believe so 

deeply that our faith produces fruit. God call his followers to be all in. 

While our justification will never come from our sanctification I believe the church has 

adopted a laziness toward their sanctification to which Jesus openly spoke against. We 

must determine to make steady progress in our sanctification. We must apply our every 

effort to growing in our likeness of Jesus. It is not a side project or occasional hobby it is 

the main focus of our lives and it deserves our attention. In every category of our lives it 

must be at the center of our purpose. 

My goal in this class is to challenge our perceived limitations. Challenge the limits of 

what we are willing to give. Mostly because I want to challenge myself. I want to love 

God with all that I am and all that I have. I want to learn to give God more of myself. My 

hope is that we will see from the scriptures that God wants all we have and that as we 

read and discuss He will provide us with practical areas where we can learn to love him 

more. 

Pray Together: 

I’d like you to break yourselves into small groups of a reasonable size. Then if you feel 

comfortable pray. Pray for one another. Pray for our church family. Pray for yourselves 

to grow in your ability to follow Jesus with everything you have. Pray against distraction. 

Pray against spiritual warfare. Pray for God to do a supernatural work through the 

power of his Holy Spirit at work in the hearts of His people. 

 

Final Reflections: 

1. Why chase an impossible goal?  

 

2. What does it look like to chase it? 

 

“True followers are made in a moment, but proven over a lifetime. We are matured, 

emboldened, and tested for as long as we live. If you genuinely treasure Jesus, God’s 

still working in your following. With his help, we will go wherever he calls whenever he 

calls, knowing that he knows best, and that anything we lose or leave behind will be 

repaid a hundredfold and more.” - Segal 

Last summer I climbed up to the top of Mount Shasta. I had prepared myself as well as I 

could to succeed. I trained myself for endurance I strengthened my legs by running up 

and down hills. I wanted to make it to the top of that mountain. I did not want to be the 

reason my team had to turn around. We planned well and determined to make smart 

and steady progress. There were times when we paused from exhaustion. There were 

times when my footing slipped but I had a goal to make it to the top of that mountain 
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and I was willing to place my focus on that goal with enough effort that it became 

possible.  

My hope is this class becomes about climbing. I want our discussions to be oriented 

around this goal. We can learn from one another and especially from God’s Word how 

we might climb higher, growing to love God with more and more of ourselves. 

Probable Outline… 

Loving God with all our affections. 

 What does God’s Word say about our affections? 

 Can we really change the way we feel? 

  How do I cultivate this in my life? 

  Where does repentance become appropriate? 

 My Dreams? God’s Dreams? 

Loving God with all our minds. 

 What does God’s Word tell us about our thoughts? 

 What does it look like to steward our minds? 

 Is the extraneous always sin? 

Loving God with all our resources. 

 What are the resources I have been given? 

How much of what I have belongs to me theologically? 

 How much of what I have belongs to me in practice? 

 Why is there disconnect? 

Loving God with all our relationships. 

 What does God’s Word tell me about my relationships with others? 

  Spouse, Children, Church (Friendships), Community, World 

 What does it look like to be intentional? 

 Why does this feel so odd? 

Zealous Passion but not legalism.  

 What is so good about zeal? What is so bad about legalism? 

Why does passion turn to legalism? 

 How can my passion be contagious? 
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 How do I call others to passion without imposing them with legalism? 

 


