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Open:  How are you most tempted to misuse money?    

Read & Discuss:  James 5:1-6 

1. Looking at James 1:9-11, 2:6-7 and 5:16, why do you think James gives rich people such a 

strong rebuke? In what ways do we belong in the group of people that James condemns? In 

what ways are we set apart from the people James condemns? 

2. What miseries are coming upon the rich that should cause them to “weep and howl” (v. 1)? 

How should knowing what awaits the “rich” affect our response to James’ teaching? 

3. In verses 2-3, for what does James condemn these rich people? How do such actions fail to 

reflect faith in Jesus? How might we succeed today where these people failed? 

4. The defrauding that was practiced by these rich individuals was disobedient and offensive to 

God. Is it possible that we today might be guilty of defrauding others? Explain.  

5. Verse 5 speaks about luxury and self-indulgence as sin. Since we all spend money on things 

that we want in addition to just spending money on things we need, how do we know when 

we’ve crossed the line into the sin of self-indulgence? What was the consequence of such 

indulgence to these godless rich? How should the threat of such condemnation of the rich 

challenge our own relationship to money? 

Read & Discuss:  2 Corinthians 8:1-5 

6. What heart attitude do you see in the believers in Macedonia toward the things that they 

owned? How does this contrast with the attitude of the rich in James 5 toward their wealth? 

7. Based on what you see in this passage, what do you believe led the Macedonian believers to 

become so generous?  

Apply: How can we apply the faith-filled example of the Macedonian believers in our lives today?  

Pray:   Ask God to help you give yourself first to Him and then give you guidance as to where He 

would have you invest into His work. 

  

 



James 5:1-6. 

[1] Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you. [2] Your riches have 

rotted and your garments are moth-eaten. [3] Your gold and silver have corroded, and their corrosion 

will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure in the last days. 

[4] Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying 

out against you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. [5] You have 

lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. You have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. 

[6] You have condemned and murdered the righteous person. He does not resist you. (ESV) 

 

2 Corinthians 8:1-5. 

[1] We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of 

Macedonia, [2] for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have 

overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. [3] For they gave according to their means, as I can 

testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, [4] begging us earnestly for the favor of taking 

part in the relief of the saints— [5] and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the 

Lord and then by the will of God to us.  (ESV) 

  

 


