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Open: Why do you think people wander away from following the teachings of God?   

Read:  James 5:19-20 

Discuss:    

1. Based on the context of the rest of James’ letter, what do we know about the circumstances of 

the “brothers” that James is writing to? How might their circumstances contribute to their 

temptation to wander from the truth? 

2. In what ways do people who don’t follow Christ “wander from the truth”? In what ways do 

believers wander from the truth? Is there a difference? Explain. When James speaks of the 

wanderer in these verses, do you think he is referring to a Christian or a non-Christian?   

3. Who would you say is at least partially responsible for your spiritual health? Whose spiritual 

health do you contribute to in some way? How is our participation in the lives of other 

believers encouraged or discouraged by our culture? What Scriptures outside this passage 

support the idea that we should be involved in nurturing the spiritual health of others? 

4. What method have you seen to be ineffective in bringing others back from their wandering? 

What other Scriptures might shape how we go about attempting to bring back a brother or 

sister from their wandering? 

5. How does James seek to motivate us to reach out to the wandering sinner? Are James’ words 

in verse 20 effective in motivating you to reach out? Explain.  

6. As people who are prone to wander, what do you see in these verses that encourage you to 

open yourself to accountability? Have you opened yourself to correction from others? If not, 

what steps would help you move in this direction?  

Apply: What can you do to be more effective in restoring wandering sinners? (Who specifically could 

you reach out to?) 

Pray:   Ask God to give you compassion for those who wander from the truth. Pray God will give you 

eyes to see those who He would call back to himself and words which come from       

the overflow of the Holy Spirit speaking through you. 

  

 



 

James 5:19-20 

[19] My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, [20] let 

him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will 

cover a multitude of sins.  (ESV)  

 


