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Open: What are your plans for tomorrow?   

Read:  James 4:13-17 

Discuss:    

1. How would you describe the type of person that James is addressing in verse 13? What 

personal habits of yours would include or exclude you from James’ target group? 

2. What truths does James want his readers to know about life from verse 14? How should these 

truths affect how we think and talk about our plans? 

3. In verse 15, James indicates that God controls both the duration of our lives and the success of 

our efforts. How should these truths about God affect how we think and talk about our plans? 

4. Do you think we should always use the phrase “If the Lord wills,” when we speak of future 

plans (v. 15)? Why or why not? What might be some alternative phrases or ways of speaking 

that mean the same thing? 

5. Does James condemn planning in this passage? Explain your answer. What would you say to 

the person who says, “If God controls the future, then why do I need to plan anything? I’m just 

going to sit back and let life take its course.”? 

6. In verse 16, James condemns boasting. How is the person addressed in verses 13-14 boasting? 

Why is boasting such an affront against God? How do we know the difference between 

humility and boasting when talking about our plans? 

7. James concludes with the statement that “whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do 

it, for him it is sin” (v. 17). The list of good things that we could be doing is endless. How do we 

know when something fits into the category of right things that we should do? From this 

passage in particular, what would you say are some right things that we should do? 

8. How would you summarize James’ teaching on future plans? How is James’ instruction here 

different from what our culture teaches us?  

Apply: How will you adjust the way you think and speak about plans based on this passage? 

Pray:   Ask God to give you a proper perspective on the future and a humble 

 heart before Him.  

 



James 4:13-17 

[13] Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a 

year there and trade and make a profit”— [14] yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is 

your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes.  

[15] Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” [16] As it is, you boast in 

your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. [17] So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, 

for him it is sin. (ESV) 

  

 


