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Open:  How much time did you spend preparing for this Christmas? Is there anything you wish you 

had done differently? Why do we spend time preparing for significant events? 

 

Read: Luke 1:67-80 

 

Discuss: 

 

1. Zechariah gives this prophecy just after the birth of his own son, John the Baptist. But most of 

what Zechariah says is not about his son. What does his prophecy emphasize? Why do you 

think Zechariah chose this emphasis? 

 

2. Zechariah’s words in verse 68 are expressed in the past tense. Why do you think Zechariah 

would say that God “has visited and redeemed” his people when, at that time, the Messiah had 

not even been born?  What are some things that we can say with confidence God will do, even 

though they have yet to be done?  

 

3. Zechariah traced the coming of the Messiah to promises God made to God’s people, the 

Israelites. Where do you see evidence of this in Zechariah’s words? What does this tell us about 

the character of God as revealed in the coming of the Messiah? How does faith in a promise-

keeping God give you hope and endurance? 

 

4. In verse 76 we’re told the role of John the Baptist was to prepare people for the coming of the 

Messiah. How did John do that? (Read Luke 3:1-18.) How can we fulfill a similar role today?  

What are some specific things we can do to help people see their need for a Savior? 

 

5. Twice Zechariah’s words refer to the mercy of God (verses 72 and 78) as a motive of God in 

sending the Messiah. How would you describe the role of mercy in the coming of Jesus? (See, 

for example, 1 Peter 1:3 and Ephesians 2:4-6.) 

 

6. In verses 78 and 79 Zechariah uses poetic language to describe the role of the Messiah in the 

world. How would you explain each of these phrases in more easily understood words? 

a. “the sunrise shall visit us from on high” 

b. “give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death” 

c. “to guide our feet into the way of peace” 

 

Apply/Pray:   As you look forward to this coming year, whom would you like to see come to know  

and follow this promised Savior? Spend time praying for those people by name. 



Luke 1:67-80. 

  

67 And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, 

  

68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

     for he has visited and redeemed his people 

69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 

     in the house of his servant David, 

70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 

71 that we should be saved from our enemies 

     and from the hand of all who hate us; 

72 to show the mercy promised to our fathers 

     and to remember his holy covenant, 

73 the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 

74  that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 

   might serve him without fear, 

75     in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 

76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 

     for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 

77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people 

     in the forgiveness of their sins, 

78 because of the tender mercy of our God, 

     whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 

79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

     to guide our feet into the way of peace.”  

 

[80] And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day of his 

public appearance to Israel. (ESV) 

 


