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Open:  What does it mean to be generous? Do you consider yourself to be a generous person? Why 

or why not? 

Read and Discuss:  Colossians 3:1-17. 

1. How would you summarize Paul’s point in verses 1-4? What does it mean in practical ways to 

“seek the things that are above” (v. 1)? How do you personally do this? 

2. What’s a common theme of the attitudes and behaviors listed in verses 5-9? Knowing that 

Paul was writing to Christians, why do you think he needed to remind them to abstain from 

such things? Which items on this list do you need to be reminded to abstain from? 

3. In verse 12 Paul describes believers as “God’s chosen ones,” “holy,” and “beloved.” How 

should each of these three descriptors motivate us to live out our new identity in Christ? 

4. What’s a common theme of the attitudes and behaviors listed in verses 12-13? How would 

our church be distinct from the culture around us if we really lived this way? What other 

biblical references can you think of that encourage us in similar ways? 

5. Why do you think Paul needed to spend extra time elaborating on the call to forgive others 

(v. 13)? What makes forgiving others difficult? What does it take to be generously forgiving?  

6. Why is love necessary in order to demonstrate the behaviors listed in verses 12-13? What 

should we do to increase our love for other believers?  

7. How does letting “the peace of Christ rule our hearts” (v. 15) relate back to exhibiting the 

behaviors in verses 12-13? How does letting “the word of Christ dwell” (v. 16) in us deepen 

our ability to walk in our new identity as Paul challenges us in this passage? 

Apply: Without sharing names, is there someone in your Christian community for whom you need to 

ask God to change your heart? What should be your first step toward loving this person? 

Pray:   Spend some time praying that God will work to make Neighborhood Church a generously 

forgiving church. Ask God to start by working in your own heart to make you this way.  



Colossians 3:1-17 

 

 [1] If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 

seated at the right hand of God. [2] Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are 

on earth. [3] For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. [4] When Christ who is your 

life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

 [5] Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil 

desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. [6] On account of these the wrath of God is coming. [7] In 

these you too once walked, when you were living in them. [8] But now you must put them all away: 

anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. [9] Do not lie to one another, seeing 

that you have put off the old self with its practices [10] and have put on the new self, which is being 

renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. [11] Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised 

and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. 

 [12] Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience, [13] bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against 

another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. [14] And above 

all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. [15] And let the peace of 

Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. [16] Let the 

word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. [17] And whatever you 

do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him.  (ESV) 


