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Open: What is one way your appreciation of Jesus has grown through our study of these 

Encounters with Jesus? 

 

Read & Discuss:   Luke 7:1-10. 

 

1. This centurion’s job was to maintain military control over the region by Rome. How do the 

people in an occupied country usually feel about the occupying army? How is the attitude of 

the Jews toward this centurion unusual (vv. 4-5)? 

 

2. Why might the centurion have involved the “elders of the Jews” in making his request (v. 3)? 

Why do you think Jesus responds to this request for healing someone who is not a Jew (v. 6)? 

 

3. Consider the centurion’s request in verse 3, and then look at his request in verses 6-7. What 

is the difference in the two requests? What does verse 6 tell us about why the centurion 

might have changed his request? What does this tell us about his perspective of Jesus? 

 

4. On what basis do the elders request help from Jesus (vv. 4-5)? How does their approach 

differ from the centurion’s (vv. 6-7)?  Why might each party approach Jesus as they do? 

 

5. What are some examples of ways in which we might be tempted to believe that we can earn 

God’s help? Beyond salvation, what practical difference does it make whether we live by 

confidence in our own goodness or by trust in Christ’s power and grace? 

 

6. Based on this account, what things does the centurion believe about Jesus (vv. 3, 6-8)? How 

is the authority of Jesus similar to the authority of this centurion (v. 8)? How is it different?  

 

7. Why was Jesus so amazed by the centurion’s faith (v. 9)? Based on what we’ve discovered in 

this passage, how would you explain to someone the faith that God is looking for in us? 

 

Apply:    Share with your group something you are hesitant to ask God to do either because you are 

struggling to believe Jesus can help or are struggling to believe Jesus wants to. 

 

Pray:      Pray that God will increase your view of Jesus’ authority and deepen your understanding of 

Jesus’ grace. Ask God to demonstrate His power through working in the situations your 

group members just share about.  



 

Luke 7:1-10. 

 

[1] After he had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum.   

[2] Now a centurion had a servant who was sick and at the point of death, who was highly 

valued by him. [3] When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, 

asking him to come and heal his servant.  

 

 [4] And when they came to Jesus, they pleaded with him earnestly, saying, “He is worthy to 

have you do this for him, [5] for he loves our nation, and he is the one who built us our 

synagogue.”  

 

[6] And Jesus went with them. When he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends, 

saying to him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my 

roof. [7] Therefore I did not presume to come to you. But say the word, and let my servant be 

healed. [8] For I too am a man set under authority, with soldiers under me: and I say to one, 

‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he 

does it.”  

 

[9] When Jesus heard these things, he marveled at him, and turning to the crowd that followed 

him, said, “I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith.” [10] And when those who had 

been sent returned to the house, they found the servant well. (ESV) 


